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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 1ST BATTALION 16TH16TH-

INFANTRY

16TH-

INFANTRY

16TH-

INFANTRYINFANTRY DURINGDURIiG: THE SECOND PHASE OF THE MEUSE-ARGONNE.MEUSEARGONNE.MUSEARGONMEUSEARGONNE.-

oOo

MEUSEARGONNE-

.000

MEUSEARGONNE-

000

MEUSEARGONNE.-

INTRODUCTION.

- .

---000---000- - - oOobooboooOo-

INTRODUCTION.

000I-

NTRODUCTION.

000I-

NTRODUCTION

- - -

INTRODUCTION.INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION-

.The

Introducti-

on

.

The operations of the 1stlstlast Battalion 16th Infantry inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe second phase of the Meuse-ArgonneMeuseArgonneMeuse-ArgonineArgonineMuseJargonedArgentine- is no doubtdoub-

tsimilar

do-
ubts

doub-

tsimilar

do-
ubts

doub-

tsimilar

do-
ubtssimilar in many ways to operations of other battalionsbattalions-

of

battalio-
nsof the American Army.Army. The Division CommanderinCommanderCommandeering, in draftdraft-draft-

ing

draft-

ing

draft-

ing

¬-

ingKing the final attack order of this phase of the Meuse-MeuseMuseMeuse-

Argonne

Meus-

eArgonnesaw

Meus-

eArgonnesaw

-

ArgonneJargonedArgonnesawAgnes, saw fit to divide the attack of the First DivDiv-Div-

ision

Div-

ision

Div-

ision

¬-

isionvision into three phasesonephases; dealing with the 1st.1st1st-

.Brigadeone

1st-

Brigadeone

1st-

.Brigadeone

1st-

Brigadeone

1st-

.Brigadeone

1st-

Brigadeone

.

BrigadeoneBrigade; with the 2d Brigade ; and one with the 1st1st-

Battalion

1st-

Battalion

1st-

BattalionBattalion 16th Infantry.InfantryInfantry-

.It

Infantr-
y

.

It is believed that the Division Commander saw inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe operation of this battalion the success ox1or failurefailure-

of

failu-
reof the entire division to reach the objectives set byby-

the

b-
yte

by-

the

b-

yte

by-

the

b-

ytethe Corps Commander.CommanderCommander.-

The

Commander.-

Tbe

Comman-

der

.

TheTbeTube authorwithauthority, the perspective of some six elapselaps-elapseelaps-

ing

elaps-

ing

elaps-

ing

¬-

ingKing yearsyearscannotyears, cannot help but feel the tendencytendenoy to atoneatone-

for

ato-
ne

atone-

for

ato-
ne

atone-

for

ato-
nefor the errors made and to glorify successessuocesses of thethe-

unit

he-

nbit

the-

unit

he-

nbit

the-

unit

he-

nbitunit of which he was a member.member. Justice to the officersofficers-

and

office-
rsand men of the battalion cannotcinnot be done without realizrealiz-realizerealiz-

ing

realiz-

ing

realiz-

ing

¬-

ingKing the limitations imposed by heavy casualtiesfatigueoasualtiesfatiguecasualtiescasualtiesfatiguea-

nd
oasualtiesfatiguea-

nd
casualti-

es
casualties , fatiguefatigue-

and

fatig-
ueand its corresponding mental depression and the disdis-daisdis-

organization

dis-

organization

dis-

organization

¬-

organization of units : all of which are inherent toto-

combat

T-

acoma

to-

combat

T-

acoma

to-

combat

T-

acomacombat such as is set forth herehere.*. The training and exex-ex-

perience

ex-

perieDoe

ex-

perience

ex-

perienoe

ex-

perience

¬-

perienceperieDoeperienoeprinceperiledPermian ofot thecommissionedoommissionedtcommissionedt and non-commissioned.noncommissioned.non-commiss1osed.noncommiss1osed.commiss1osed.commiss1osedcommissioned- . ,. >. - . .TT-. .-

Tofficer

t-

offee
,.

officerotficer personelpersonnelper8opersoperson
v eli}JJ-

officer
O-

fficer naturally playedpl ed an important part inin-

one

int-

one
eltCelt

-- - oneone---oneone-

V

on-

e

one-

THE

Go-

ethe

- --



op.o-

p(1)Personal

o-

p1Personal

.

,- - ........ ': ' : '
,

. .

the operations of the battalion.battalion. Twelve of the sixteensixteen-

officers
sixt-

een
sixteen-

officers
sixt-

een
sixteen-

officers
sixt-

eenofficers starting the assaultas saul t had commandedcomcorn Ha.ndedHandedlanded. the same unitunit-

in

uniti-

ng

uniZuniunit-

in

uniti-

ng

tt-

inin one or more divisional 7gagements.7gagementsengagements.engagementsagements.agementsarguments. Practically all ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe non-commissionednoncommissioned- personellpersonnel had served under combatcomba-

tconditions.

contr-

apositions

comba-

tconditions.

contr-

apositions

comba-

tconditions.

contr-

apositionsconditions.conditions. A majority of the privates in the battalionbattalion-

lPersonal
batt-

alion
battalion-

lPersonal
batt-

alion
battalion-

had

battali-
on(1)Personal1Personal(1)Personal-

Experience.
1PersonalE-

xperience
( lPersonalPersonal) had served with their units in the St.MihelStMihelStymie. Offensive.lOffensivelOffensive.Offensive. (1)1(1)-

The

1T-

he

( )

Experience.Experience.
The Division HistoryinHistorian, its account of the operatoperant -

ions of the 1stlstlast Battalion 16th InfantrystatesInfantryInfantry , states :

If" This assault must ever stand as one of the mostmos-

tbrilliant
n-

ostril
mos-

tbrilliant
n-

ostril
mos-

tbrilliant
n-

ostrilbrilliant exploits of the Division andgrid it opened the waywa-

yfor

wa-

fer

wa-

yfor

wa-

fer

wa-

yfor

wa-

ferfor the success that crowned the remainder of the op'er-op'eroperoper-doperop'er-

(2)

ope-

r2
ooper-

ation.

oper-

ation

'er-erer-

(2)

e-

r2
-

(2)2( ) Hist.1stHist1stHist.lstHistlstThistlesHist.lstD-
iv.

Thistl-es
. ation.ationaction. " (2)2(2)-

Div.p.208.
2-

Divp208
(2)-

Div.p.208.
2-

Divp208
( )

Div.p.208.Divp208.Divp208Div.Div. p.208.p208.p208. .
GENERAL SITUATION.SITUATIONSITUATION.-

On

Situatio-

n
.

On October7,1918afterOctober71918afterOctober,19l8afterOctober19l8afterOctober7,1918October71918? , , after three daysd s fightingthefightingfighting , the FirstFirst-

Division

First-

Division

First-

DivisionDivision had advanced as follows : the 16th InfantrylessInfantriesInfantryless-

the
Infantri-

es
(

the 1stlot Battalion in Divisional Reserve ) was in positiionpositionpositiion-

on

positio-

non the left of the sector in front of Fleville.FlevilleFlexile. This waswas-

the

wa-

ste

was-

the

wa-

ste

was-

the

wa-

stethe third divisional objective and the Corps Final ObO-

bjective.

O-

bjective

Ob-ObO-

bjective.

O-

bjective

O-

bjective.

O-

bjective

¬-

jective.jectiveejective. The 18th InfantryinInfantry, position on the forwardforward-

slope

forw-
ards

forward-

slope

forw-
ards

forward-

slope

forw-
ardsslope of Hill 240had, been unable to take the SecondSecon-

dObjective

Second-

Objective.

Second-

Objective.ObjectiveObjective.,. Thee 28th InfantryprolongingInfantryInfant , prolonging
.

the line
.

of thethe-

18th

the-

18th18th Infantry to the right through the southern extremextrem-extremeextrem-

ity

extrem-

ity

extrem-

ity

¬-

itycity of le Petite Bois , had likewise been unable to taketake-

the

ta-
ke

take-

the

ta-
ke

take-

the

ta-
kethe Second Objective.Objective. The 26th InfantrywhileInfantryInfant , while slightlyslightly-

in

slightl-
yin advance of the 28th InfantryhadInfantryInfant t, had not reached thethe-

Seoond

th-

ereon
the-

Second

th-

ereon(3)3( ) Hist,1stHist1stHistlstHist.lstThistlesHistlstD-
iT.P.202.

Histlst-
DiTP202

Hist.lstD-
iv.p.202.

Histlst-
Divp202

,. SecondSeoond Objective.Objective. (3)3(3)-
Div.p.202.

3-
Divp202

(33( )

Div.p.202.Divp202.Divp202DiT.P.202.DiTP202.DiTP202Div.p.202-
.Operations
Divp202-
Operations
DiT.P.202-
.Operations
DiTP202-
Operations
Div.p.202-
.Operations
Divp202-
Operations

. . .
OperationsOperations-
Hap
Operations-
Map
Operatio-
ns

On October 7every7? , every combatantdombatant unit of the division ,
HapMap ofoto f 7,0.70.70P,0.P0.P07,0-
.49.let

70-
49let

F , ,O.OO-

.49ilst
O-

49ilst
.

49.let49let49 . let Div.Div. exceptexoept the 1stlet Battalion 16th InfantryhadInfantryInfantry , had made atat-

at

B-

ata

at-

at

B-

ata
49ilst1918.1918191918.19188.8.

at least1eaat one assaultaasault andand'and'handhand' hadh receivedreceiTedreciTed its heavyheavheave, tolltoll-

of

to-
ll(4)4( ) Hist,1stHist1stBlst.1stBlst1stHist.lstHistlstThistlesHist.lstD-

iv.p.207.
Histlst-

Divp207
,. ofot casualties.casualties. (4)4(4)-

Div.p.207.
4-

Divp207
(4)-

Divp.20'7
4-

Divp207
( )

Div.p.207.Divp207.Divp207Divp.20'7Divp.207., . ' .,

---two---two---tiro---tirotire-- - tWO"tWOtwo-

op

tir-

oi

to-

p

iron-

ic

"- -"-

i '
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The enemyenemwenema line " in front of the 1stlot Brigade was heldheld-

by

Shel-

by

held-

by

Shel-

by

held-

by

Shel-

byby the Fifth Guard DivisionwhoseDivision, prisoners stated thatthat-

their
ha-

tter
that-

their
ha-

tter
that-

their
ha-

ttertheir orders were to organize and.andand-holdandhold.- hold the position at allall-

costs.

al-

lot
all-

costs.

al-

lot
all-

costs.

al-

lotcosts.costs. The front of the 2d Brigade was haldhaled by the 52d52d-

Division.

52d-

Division

52d-

Division.

52d-

Division

52-

d(5)Hist.lst

52-

d5Histlst(5)Hist.lst5Hist.lst5Histlst(5)Hist.lstD-
iv.p.182.

5HistlstD-
ivp182

(5)Hist.lst-
Div.p.l82.

5Histlst-
Divpl82

( ) . Division.Division. Both were fresh first class divisions1.divisions1divisions:.' (5)5(5)-

Elements

5E-

lements

(5)-

Elements

5E-

lements

(5)-
Div.p.182.

5-
Divp182

( )

Div.p.182.Divp182.Divp182Div.p.l82.Divpl82.Divpl82Div.p.182-

.(6)Hist.lst

Divp18-

26Histlst

Div.p.l82-

.(6)Hist.lst

Divpl8-

26Histlst

. . .
Elements of eight enemy divisions were identified byby-

units

b-

unts
by-

units

b-

unts
by-

(6)Hist.lst
b-

y6Histlst(6)Hist.lst6Hist.lst6Histlst(6)Hist.lstD-
iv.p.213.

6HistlstD-
ivp213

(6)Hist.lstD-
1v.p.2l3.

6HistlstD-
1vp2l3

( ) . units of the First Division in this operation.operation. (6)6(6)T-

ERRAIN.

6T-

ERRAIN

(6)T-

ERRAIN.

6T-

ERRAIN

(6)-
Div.p.213.

6-
Divp213

( )

Div.p.213.Divp213.Divp213D1v.p.2l3.D1vp2l3.D1vp2l3Div.p.213-

.(7)Personal

Divp213-

7Personal

. . .
TERRAIN.TERRAINTERRAI-

N.Situated

Transl-

iterated

TERRAI-

N.Situated

Transl-

iterated

TERRAI-

N.Situated

Transl-

iterated

.

Situated in the center of the 2d Brigade sector roserose-

Hill

Rose-

ville

rose-

Hill

Rose-

ville

rose-

Hill

Rose-

villeHill 272.272. Running nearly east and westwes . the hill laylay-

squarly

aby-

smally

lay-

squarly

aby-

smally

lay-

squarly

aby-

smallysquarlysquarely across the entire sector of the brigade.brigade. ItsIts-

crest

Di-

screte

Its-

crest

Di-

screte

Its-

crest

Di-

scretecrest rose some 221 feet above the broad plane to thethe-

southgiving

th-

eologizing
the-

southgiving

th-

eologizing
the-

southgiving

th-

eologizingsouthgivingoutliving, unobscured observation and field of fire toto-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

tethe southeastsouthandsoutheastsoutheast , south , and southwest.southwestsouthwe'st.' . The eastern slopesslopes-

of

slop-
esof the hill were covered by the dense growth of le PetitePetite-

Bois.

Pet-
ite

Petite-

Bois.

Pet-
ite

Petite-

Bois.

Pet-
iteBois.Bois. Small irregular patches of woods were scatteredscattered-

over

scatter-

edover the remaining , portions of the hill except thethe-

southern

tes-

tosterone

the-

southern

tes-

tosterone

the-

southern

tes-

tosteronesouthern slope which was barren.barren. The ground swelledswelled-

gently

swe-
lled

swelled-

gently

swe-
lled

swelled-

gently

swe-
lledgently to the base of the hillthenHiltonhill , then broke off in a steepsteep-

difficult

steep-

difficult

steep-

difficultdifficult slope.slopeslope.-

The

slo-
pe

slope.-

The

slo-
pe

slope.-

The

slo-
pe

.

The Cote de MaldahrearedHalfhearted, its tree-crownedtreecrowned- head somesom-

ethirteen

smi-

thereens

som-

ethirteen

smi-

thereens

som-

ethirteen

smi-

thereensthirteen hundred yards north of Hill 272.272. From its crest ,

rising some one hundred forty feet above the plain , thethe-

wooded

Th-

eodore

the-

wooded

Th-

eodore

the-

wooded

Th-

eodorewooded ravine lying between the Cote de MaidanMaldahMaidenMalta and Hill

272 could be completely dominateddomdnated.domdnateddominated.*. The northern slope ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe Cote de MaldahUaldahMaltaKuala dropped gradually and leaves the hillhillt-

he
hi-

lt
hillt-

he
hi-

lt
hillt-

he
hi-

ltthe one outstanding prominahceprominanceprominence in an open plain stretchstretch-stretch-

ing

stretch-

ing

stretch(-

7)Personal

stretch-

7Personal

¬-

(7)Personal7Personal1)Personal1Personal(7)Personal-
Diary

7Personal-
Diary

( '1)Personal-
Diary.

1Personal-
Diary

) ingKing two miles northward.northward. (7)7(7)-
Diary.

7-
Diary

( )

DiaryDiary.,.

---three---three- - - threethree-

(5)Hist.lst

thre-

e5Histlst

three-

The

thirtee-

nth

-- -



SPECIAL SITUATION.SITUATIONSITUATION-

.The

Situati-
on

.

The Germans had realized the value of holding Hill

272 and had fortifiedfort . fi ed itsi ts crestslopescrestscresacres t , slopes and flanks withwith-

(8)Hist.l6th

wit-

h8Histl6th

wiwith-

(8)Hist.l6th

wit-

h8Histl6th

thth-

SHist.16th

th-

SHist16th(8)Hist.l6th8Hist.l6th8Histl6thSHist.16thSHist16th( ) . machine guns and direct fire 77mm guns.guns. (8)8( ) Several of-ofof-
Inf.p.55.

o-
fInfp55

of-
Inf.p.55.

o-
fInfp55

of-
Inf.p.55.

o-
fInfp55

-
Inf.p.55.Infp55.Infp55. . .

ficersfilchers who studied the defense of the hill shortlyshortly-

afterthe
sho-

rtly
shortly-

afterthe
sho-

rtly
shortly-

of

shortl-
yafterthetertheaftertimeteetheof assault estimated that approximately fiftyfifty-

machine

fifty-

machine

fifty-

machinemachine guns had been used by the Germans in the defensedefense-

(9)Testimony

defense-

9Testimony

defense-

(9)Testimony

defense-

9Testimony(9)Testimony9Testimony(99( ) Testimony of the hill.(9)hill.9hill9hill ., (9)9( ) Small thickets near the base of the hillhill-
of

hi-
ll

hill-
of

hi-
ll

hill-
of

hi-
llof MaJ.C.W.MaJCWMacawMaJ.C.W.-
Ryder.

MajMaMaj.C.W-
.Ryder

.O.W.OW. .O.W-

.Ryder.
. .

Ryder.Ryder., had been converted into machine gun nestsmostnestsHlostnestsirlostnestsnewsgirls, of whichwhic-

hlOPersonal

whic-

hlOPersonal(1010( lOPersonalPersonalelopers) also contained one or more small caliber minenwerfers.(10)minenwerfers.10minenwerfers10minenwerfers.lOminenwerferslOmineworkersminenwerfers.(10)-
Diary.

minenwerfers10-
Diary

minenwerfers.minenwerfersmineworkers. (1010( )

Diary.DiaryDiary-

.(11)Hist.lst

Diar-

y11Histlst

.
The 2dBrigadesufferingrigadesufferingbrigades22cBrigade , suffering extremely heavy casualties.casualtiescasualties.-

in

casualti-
es

.

in advancing to their lineslinealineal of October 7has? , has been unableunable-

to

unab-
leto advance further solely on account of the stubbornstubbor-

nllHist.lst
stu-

bborn
stubbor-

nllHist.1st

stubbor-

nllHist1st
stubborn-

German

stubb-
ornllHist.lstllHistlstllHist.1stllHist1st(11)Hist.lst11Hist.lst11Histlst(11)Hist.lst-

Div.p.200
11HistlstD-
ivp200

( ) . German defense of Hill 272.(11)272.1127211. ( ) On October 5tne, 26th26th-
Div.p.200

26th-
Divp200

26th-
Div.p.200

26th-
Divp200

26th-

Infantry
Div.p.200Divp.200Divp200. . ,
201,202.201202.20120220102020, . InfantryafterInfantryInfantry , after taking ArietalParietal Farme.wasFarmewasFreeways., stopped by firefire-

(12)Hist

fire-

12Hist

fire-

(12)Hist

fire-

12Hist

fire-

(12)Hist

fire-

12Hist(12)Hist12Hist( ) 1st from Hill 272.272. Its losses were heavy.(12)heavy.12heavy12heavy.heavy. (12)12(12)-
Div.p.200

12-
Divp200

( ) On the samesam-
eDiv.p.200

sam-
eDivp200

same-

day

some-

day

sam-
eDiv.p.200

sam-
eDivp200Div.p.200Divp.200Divp200. .

day the attack of the 2d Battalion 28th Infantry had beenbeen-

stopped

been-

stopped

been-

stoppedstopped by 77mm.minenwerfer77mmminenwerfer7mm.minenwerfer7mmminenwerfer? . , and small arms fire fromfrom-

U3)Hist.lst
fro-

mU3Histlst

fro-
mll3)Hist.lst

fro-

mll3HistlstU3)Hist.lstU3Hist.lstU3Histlstll3)Hist.lstll3Hist.lstll3Histlst(1313( ) Hist.lstHistlstThistles. Hill 272.(13)272.1327213212.(13)212.1321213272.272. (13)13( ) An eye witness stated that as the battalionbattalion-
Div.p.201.

battalion-
Divp201

battalion-
Div.p.20l.

battalion-
Divp20l

battalion-
Div.p.201.

battalion-
Divp201Div.p.201.Divp201.Divp201Div.p.20l.Divp20l.Divp20l. . .

advanced beyond the cover of Hill 240 a hurricane of firefire-

met

fire-

men

fire-

met

fire-

men

fire-

met

fire-

menmet the lines.lines. Enfilade and frontal fire wiped out entireentire-

platoons.

extir-
pations

entire-

platoons.

extir-
pations

entire-

platoons.

extir-
pationsplatoons.platoons. Direct 77mm.fire77mmfiremm.firemmfiremfr? ? . , and minenwerfermineworker fire brokebroke-

up

bro-
keup the attack formationfo tionion and completed the disorganizationdisorganization-

of

disorganizati-
onof the battalion.battalion. In a period of a few minutes after thethe-

jumpoff

the-

jumpOff

the-

jumpoffjump-offjumpoff- the battalion lost over fifty per cent cascas-cabscas-

ualties

cas-

ualties

cas-

ualties

¬-

ualtiesJulies and retired to the cover of the woodsunaoieWoods, too

(14)14( ) Test-TestTestbringRestring- bring in their dead and wounded.(14)wounded.14wounded14wounded.(14)-
imony

wounded14i-
mony

wounded.wounded. (1414( l4)l4l4)1-

mony
l41-

mony
)

imony1monysimony Capt.CaptCaputCapt-
.G.S.Butler.

Capt-
.G.E.Butler

Capt-
.G.E.Butler.

.
G.S.Butler.GSButlerG.E.ButlerGEButlerG.E.Butler.SubtlerGentler. . .. On OctoberOotober 6 the 3d Battalion 26th InfantryInfant attemptattempt-attempt-

ed

¬-

ed to advance against the east end of Hill 272 and met aa-

tour

t-

our---tour---tour- - - fourtourS-

PECIAL

to-

urs

- - -



....

I

regiment-ofregimentofregimen - of German-troopsGermantroopsGe &nn& - troops moving to counter-attack.counterattack.attackcounterattack.-

This

counteratt-
ack

- .

This forceforc was defeated but the attacking force was unun-

able

un-unun-

able

M¬-M-

able

A-

bleable to take Hill 272.272. Later on this date efforts toto-

push

o-

pus
to-

push

o-

pus
to-

push

o-

puspush patrols forward and to.infiltratetoinfiltrateinfiltratetinfoilto.to., toward Hill 27227-

2(15)Hist.lst

27-

215Histlst
27-

2(15)H1st.lst

27-

215H1stlst(15)Hist.lst15Hist.lst15Histlst(15)H1st.lst15H1st.lst15H1stlst(1515( ) Hist.lstHistlstThistles. from ArietalParietal Farm were repulsed.(15)repulsed.15repulsed15repulsed.(15)-
Div.p.202.

repulsed15-
Divp202

repulsed.repulsed. (1515( l5)l5l5)-
Div.p.202.

l5-
Divp202

)

Div.p.202.Divp202.Divp202. . .
Two battalions of the 26th Infantry attacked Hill

272 on October 8.8. Again enemy infantry moving to countercounter-counter-

attack

counter-

attack

counter-

attack

¬-

attack were sighted and defeated but no advance was mademad-

eH6)Hist.lst

mad-

eH6Histlst

mad-

e(16)Hist.lst

ma-

de16Histlst

mad-

e(16)Histlst

ma-

de16HistlstH6)Hist.lstH6Hist.lstH6Histlst(16)Hist.lst16Hist.lst16Histlst(16)Histlst( ) ., against Hill 272.(16)272.1627216272.(16)-
Div.p.204.

27216-
Divp204

272.(16)-
Div.p.204.

27216-
Divp204

272.(16)-
Div.p.204.

27216-
Divp204

. ( )

Div.p.204.Divp204.Divp204. . .
The advance of the 2d Brigade had thus been checkedchecked-

five
chec-

ked

checked-

five
chec-

ked

checked-

five
chec-

kedfive times by enemy resistance on Hill 272.272. Three ofof-

these

ot-

hers

of-

these

ot-

hers

of-

these

ot-

hersthese efforts had been made with the soleBole object of rere-

ducing

re-rere-

ducing

re-

ducing

¬-

ducingducking this position.position. The Division HistoryinHistorian, view ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe above facts states : MIt" Hill 272which272 , which hadhe.dhedheed. defied allall-

efforts

all-

egories

all-

efforts

all-

egories

all-

efforts

all-

egoriesefforts to advancewasadvanceadvance , was by far the most dangerous of thethe-

enemy's

the-

enemys

ath-

enaeums(17)17( ) Ibid.Ibid., enemy'senemysenemy' positions.(17)positions.17positions17positions.(17)P-

LAN

positions17PL-

AN
. " ( )

PLAN OF ACTIONACTION-

The

Acti-
on

ACTION-

The

Acti-
on

ACTION-

The

Acti-
onThe First Division was ordered to attack on a front ofof-

four

o-

ffer

of-

four

o-

ffer

of-

four

o-

fferfour kilometers on October 9.9. The First Objective was aa-

line

a-

lpine

a-

line

a-

lpine

a-

line

a-

lpineline passing north of Hill 272272.,. The Second Objective waswas-

a

as-

aa line passing north of the Cote de MaldahMaldab.MaldabMaltaMalaboMal dab.dab. and the BoisBois-

de

Boi-

se

Bois-

de

Boi-

se

Bois-

de

Boi-

sede Romagne.RomagneRomance., The 1stlot Brigade was to change their directdirect-direct-

ion

direct-

ion

direct-

ion

¬-

ion slightly so as&ee& to pass to the west of Hill 272.The272The272.The-

2d

272The-

2d

2'72.272.272' . TheThe-

2d2d Brigade was to change its direction to pass to thethe-

east

the-

reat

the-

east

the-

reat

the-

east

the-

reateast end of Hill 272272.,. The 1stlot Battalion 16th InfantryInfantry-

was

Infant-
rywas released from Division Reserve and placed underunder-

orders

under-

bodies

under-

orders

under-

bodies

under-

orders

under-

bodiesorders of the Commanding Officer 18th Infantry.Infantry., TheThe-

zone

Th-

rone

The-

zone

Th-

rone

The-

zone

Th-

ronezone of action of the 1stlot Battalion 16th InfantryIntantInstant inin-

cluded

in-inin-

cluded

in-

oluded

in-

cluded

¬-

cludedoludedcloudedcolluded Hill 272272.,. The Divisional Artillery was to paypp-

tive

p-

ie---tive--tivetie- -- fivetive-

I

ti-

e

tive-

regimentof

div-

ertimento

- . -



...

particular attention to Hill 272 on October 8.8. They werewere-

ordered

whe-

refore

were-

ordered

whe-

refore

were-

ordered

whe-

reforeordered to use shrapnelhigh-explosiveshrapnelhighexplosiveshrapnel, - and non-persistnonpersistnon-persist-nonpersist-

ent

nonresist-
ant

- ¬-

entKent gas shells during this concentration.concentrationconcentration.-

(18)F.0.49

concentratio-

n18F049

concentration.-

(18)F.0.49

concentratio-

n18F049

concentration.-

(18)F.0.49

concentratio-

n18F049

.

(18)F.0.4918F0.4918F049( lst.Div.19l8."H") . . , . "HNHN"H"H" " hour was setBet ata.t. 8.30830. AM.AMAK.AK. (18)18(18)-
1st.Div.1918.

181-
stDiv1918

(18)-

OPERATIONS

18O-

PERATIONS

(18)-
lst.Div.1918.

18l-
stDiv1918

( )

1st.Div.1918.1stDiv1918.1stDiv1918lst.Div.19l8.lstDiv19l8.lstDiv19l8lst.Div.1918.lstDiv1918.lstDiv1918. . .
OPERATIONSOPERATION-

SDuring

Operat-
ions

OPERATION-

SDuring

Operat-
ions

OPERATION-

SDuring

Operat-
ionsDuring the afternoon of October 7 the Battalion ComCom-Com-

mander

Co-

mmanderlet

Co-

mmander

Co-

mmanderlst

Co-

mmanders

¬-

mandermaundermanderletmanderlstmeandererwanderlust, let Battalion 16th InfantrywhoInfantry, was in the sheltershelter-shelter-

ed

¬-

ed ravine near CharpentryCarpentry received orders to have thethe-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstainbattalion moved at night to ExermontExperimentExermontandExperimented, and himself to

(19)19( ) Test-TestTestreportTester- report at once to Brigade Headquarters,1stHeadquarters1stHeadquarterslstHeadquarters, lstlast Brigade.(19)Brigade.19Brigade19Brigade.(19)i-
mony

Brigade19i-
mony

Brigade.Brigade. (1919( l9)l9l9)i-
mony

l9i-
mony

)

imonysimonyimo ny ofo f Maj.MajPJaJ.PJaJMaPAMaj-

.C.W.Ryder.
PJaJ.-

C.W.

! .
C.W.Ryder.CWRyderWryerC.W.CW. . yder.yderRyder. Under cover of darkness the battalion led by thethe-

second

th-
ereon

the-

second

th-
ereon

the-

second

th-
ereonsecond in commandmovedcomnandmovedcommandoes, four miles across country folfol-foolfol-

lowing

fol-

lowing

fol-

lowing

¬-

lowing dim trails in a drizzling rain.rain. TheTbeTube battalion inin-

single

ri-

nsing

in-

single

ri-

nsing

in-

single

ri-

nsingsingle file had elements lost twice because the traffictraffic-

guides
traf-

fic
traffic-

guides
traf-

fic
traffic-

guides
traf-

ficguides from the battalion Joined the rear of a line ofof-

men

o-

men

of-

men

o-

men

of-

men

o-

menmen they mistook to be the end of the column.column. The delaysdelays-

so

dela-
ysso caused resulted in the leading elements of the batbat-bat-

talion

bat-

talion

bat-

talion

¬-

taliontalon remaining in place under intermittentintermdttent shell firefire-

while

free-

will
fire-

while

free-

will
fire-

while

free-

willwhile the lost elements of the battalion were brought up.upup-

.In

un-

pin

up-

.In

un-

pin

up-

.In

un-

pin

.

In several places the path led across deep slipperyslippeslippedslippery-

ditches.

slip-
pery

slippe-

ditches.

slip-
ped

slippery-

ditches.

slip-
peryditches.ditches. The column was assisted over these places byby-

men

Hy-

men

by-

men

Hy-

men

by-

men

Hy-

menmen detailed from the leading unit.unitun1 t.t. The men so designatdesignat-designatedesignat-

ed

¬-

ed took off equipment and helped each man down and out ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe muddy ditch.ditchdi tch.tchetch. After moving about the column'scolumns' lengthlengthf-

rom
len-

gth
lengthf-

rom
len-

gth
lengthf-

rom
len-

gthfrom the obstacleobetacle the battalion was halted until word waawasWadawa-

a(20)Personal

wa-

a20Personal

was-

(20)Per

wa-

s20Per

wa-

s(20)Perbonal

wa-

s20Perbonal(20)Personal20Personal(20)Perbonal20Perbonal(20)Per20Per( ) onaltonal passed up that all were across.(20)across.20across20acro8s.(20)acro8s.20acro8s20across.(20)E-
xperience.

across20E-
xperience

acro8s.(20)l-
Xper:1enoe.

acro8s20lX-
per1enoe

across.(20)z-
perienoe.

across20z-
perienoe

. ( )

Experience.ExperiencelXper:1enoe.lXper1enoe.lXper1enoezperienoe.zperienoezippering: .
The'hehe'!' battalion assembly point in the ravine south ofof-

2xermont

of-

B1termont

of-

Icermont

o-

fficer2xermontB1termontIcermontCerement was reached withinwi thin the time ordered.ordered. Here thethe-

Battalion

te-

arstain
the-

Battalion

te-

arstain
the-

Battalion

te-

arstainBattalion Commander rejoined.rejoined. After a rest ofot an frourpourliourfourlourfrou-

rsix

fou-

rs

pour-

81x

liou-

rsic

licor-

ice---81x---81x---sic---sic---six81-

xparticular

---



the battalion moved through J&ermontJermontExermentExermontVermontExperiment& to the BoleBois dede-

Boyonsouthwest

de-

Boyensouthwest

de-

Boyon

d-

erbyBoyonsouthwestBoyensouthwestBoyonBoon , southwest of Hill 240.240. Here the entire battalion dede-

ployed

de-dede-

ployed

de-

ployed

¬-

ployedplayed at short intervals and dug individual shelter holesholes.holes.-

The

holi-
est

holes.-

The

holi-
est

*.

The Battalion Commander notified unitsunits-thatunitsthat- that the frontfront-

line

front-

line

front-

lineline lay within a few hundred yards of this position ,

(21)Personal21Personal( ) therefore quiet must be maintained.maintained. (21)21(21)-
Experience.

21E-
xperience

(21)-
Experience.

21E-
xperience

(21)-
Experience.

21E-
xperience

( )

Experience.Experience.
About noon October 8thea8 , the Battalion and Company ComCom-Com-

manders

Com-

manders

Com-

manders

¬-

mandersmaunders left their units ini the Bois de BayonBaryon and went toto-

Hill

th-

rill
to-

Hill

th-

rill
to-

Hill

th-

rillHill 240 to reconnoiter routes of approach for the : attackattack-

on

attac-

kon Hill 272 and to view the hill whose fame had reachedreached-

the

reach-
edthe battalion while still in reserve.reservereserve.-

The

reser-
ve

reserve.-

The

reser-
ve

reserve.-

The

reser-
ve

.

The reconnoitering party split into two groups andand-

viewed

ad-

visee

and-

viewed

ad-

visee

and-

viewed

ad-

viseeviewed the terrain from the slopes of Hill 240.240. DuringDuring-

this
Duri-

ng
During-

this
Duri-

ng
During-

this
Duri-

ngthis reconnaissance one party attracted artillery firefiref-

rom

fore-

front

firef-

rom

fore-

front

firef-

rom

fore-

frontfrom Hillgill 272 and further reconnaisancereconnaissance had to be aban-abanABAaban-

(22

aban-

22

aban-

(22)Personal

aba-

n22Personal

aban-

(22)Personal

aba-

n22Personal

-

(2222(22)Personal22Personal( ) Personal doned.(22)doned.22doned22doned(22)doned.(22).-
experience.

doned22e-
xperience

doned.(22)-
laperience.

doned22l-
aperience

doned(22)-
i

doned22-
i

., ( )

.experience.experiencelaperience.laperiencexperience.xperienceappetencei. .
At dusk on October 8 the battalion moved through thethe-

Bois

the-

ories

the-

Bois

the-

ories

the-

Bois

the-

oriesBois de BayonBaryon to the clearing one-halfonehalf- mile southeast ofof-

Hill

of-

Hill

of-

HillHill 240where, ration and water carts were met.met. The menmen-

had

menh-

aden

men-

had

menh-

aden

men-

had

menh-

adenhad been without food except hard bread and tinned meatmea-

tfor

me-

at
mea-

tfor

me-

at
mea-

tfor

me-

atfor thirty hours.hours. After a hot meal the morale rose.TheroseTheroseaterose.The-

men

resettlem-

ent

.

men marched forward in a carefree manner apparently notnot-

concerned

an-

ticancer

not-

concerned

an-

ticancer

not-

concerned

an-

ticancerconcerned with the dangers of the comingcoDdngcoding attackasattacks, longlong-

(23)Personal

long-

23Personal

long-

(23)Personal

long-

23Personal(23)Personal23Personal(2323( ) Personal as they had a full canteen and a full stomach.stomach. (23)23(23)-
Experience

23E-
xperience

(23)-
Experience.

23E-
xperience

(23)-
Experience.

23E-
xperience

( )

ExperienceExperience.*.
The'MeMei' e battalion arrived in the southenfapstsoutherdpstsouthernmostsouthwardssouthesouth st end of lele-

Petite

ex-

patiate

le-

Petite

ex-

patiate

le-

Petite

ex-

patiatePetite Bois about 10.301030. PM.PMPI.PI. Companies were deployed atat-

short

a-

uthor

at-

short

a-

uthor

at-

short

a-

uthorshort intervals and the men dug individual sheltershelter-

holes

shel-
ter

shelter-

holee

shel-
ter

shelter-

holes

shel-
terholesholeehole , Throughout the night the German artillery concon-con-

centrated

con-

centrated

con-

centrated

¬-

centratedentreated on the woods in front of Hill 240a240 , & few hun-hunhun-

seven

un-

even

hun-

seven

un-

even

hun-

seven

un-

even

-

---seven---seven- - - sevenseven.J-

K

seven-

I'

seven-

I

seve-

n

-- -

,

, I'I
I

'

," , .

,
'
.JKJK.1-.1. .1-

f'Jo
1-

fJo
-.

' ,
f'JofJoJo(IfliMifflin! !' ; '

l .rr.



dreddared yards away.away. But few shellsshellashellac fell on the battalion pospos-po-

sition

po-

sitionand

po-

sitioned

pos-

(24)Personal

po-

s24Personal

¬-

(24)Personal24Personal(24)Personal-
Diary.

24Personal-
Diary

(24)Personal.L-
Jiary.

24PersonalL-
Jiary

( ) itionIlionitionandintoned, and few casualties occurred.(24)occurred.24occurred24occurre4.(24)occurre4.24occurre424occurred.(24)C-

ompany

occurred24Co-

mpany

occurre4.(24)C-

ompany

occurre424Co-

mpany

occurred.(24)i-
iiary.

occurred24i-
iiary

. ( )

Diary.Diary.LJiary.LJiaryiiiary.iiiaryLiarDiary-

.(25)Personal

Diar-

y25Personal

. .
Company and platoon commanders were given the plans forfor-

the

fo-

rte

for-

the

fo-

rte

for-

the

fo-

rtethe morning attack9andattackandattacked, the map of the terrain was studstud-stud-

ied.

stud-

ied

stud-

ied.

stud-

ied

stud-

ied.

stud-

ied

¬-

ied.ieddied. It was found that the personal reconnaissance ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe afternoon was of little value in visualizing thethe-

terrain.

te-

rrain
the-

terrain.

te-

rrain
the-

terrain.

te-

rrainterrain.terrain. The heavy shelling during the observation leftleftt-

he
Let-

he

left(-

25)Personal

left-

25Personal

left(-

25)Personal

left-

25Personal(25)Personal25Personal(25)PersonalJ-
acperience.

25PersonalJ-
acperience

( ) the mental picture of the hill hazy and vague.(25)vague.25vague25vague.(25-

)First

vague25-

First

vague.vaguevague.(25).-
perience.

vague25p-
erience

. (25)25(25)-
lttperience.

25l-
ttperience

( )

Jacperience.Jacperiencelttperience.lttperience.perience.perienceJaperlitterbinprinceJacperience-

.126jTest

Jacperience-

126jTest

lttperience.-

(24)Personal

lttperienc-

e24Personal

. .
First Day.OctoberDayOctober. 9th.9th9th.-

The

9th-

The

9th.-

The

9th-

The

9th.-

The

9th-

The

.

The battalion formedfoformed-forformedfore *- for the attack at 8.25AMin825AMin8,25AMin8.25AMin-

front

825AMin-

front

8.25AMin-

front

825AMin-

front

8,25AMin-

front

825AMin-

front

., ,

front of the woods which they had occupied during thethe-

night.

he-

ight
the-

night.

he-

ight
the-

night.

he-

ightnight.night. A thick fog made observation over twentyfivetwentyf1vetwentytwentyfive-

yards

twentyf1ve-

yards

twentyfive-

(26)'i'est

twentyfiv-

e26iest126jTest(26)'i'est-(26)'i'est26iest126jTesti-
mony
(26)'i'estyards26iestyards\( 26)26) IllesIlls' ' t-tt-imony

t-

inny
¬- yards impossible.(26)impossible.26impossible26impossible.impossible. (26)26( ) uompanyompanycompany commanders found theirtheir-

positions

ther-
mosetting

theirp-

os1tioUB

theiri-
mony

ther-
mionimonysimony MaJ.MaJMaMa-
J.j.w.ityder

MaJ.-

c..w.
.

j.w.ityderjwityderU.wY.ti/derU.wY.tiderjitterdeerc..w.(
.
; . . /derdeer , positionspos1tioUBposiposit t-iozistiozisdizzies-, uyUi, groping inJon tnethetine tog untiluntiJ.untiJuntie.. tnethetine correct adad-

jacent

ad-adad-

jacent

ad-
eapt.

a-
dapt

¬-
Uapt.A.u.UaptAuuapt.A..u.UnaptUapt.A.u-
.helsley.
uapt.A..u.-
Helsley.
eapt.eaptleapt. A..u.AuA..-
u.tielsley

. . .
helsley.helsleytielsleyShelleytimelessly., jacentaccentj acentaccent units were located.located. The battalion was disposeddisposed-

as

dispose-

das follows at 8.50AM.850AM.850AM8.30AM.830AM.830AM8,30AM.., . From right to left in the assaultassault-

wave

assa-
ult

assault-

wave

assa-
ult

assault-

wave

assa-
ultwave were Companies B and CinCain; support Companies A andand-

D.

an-

dD.D. Company Headquarters and the 2d Platoon Machine GunGun-

Company

Un-

womanly

Gun-

Company

Un-

womanly

Gun-

Company

Un-

womanlyCompany 16th Infantry were in the rear of Company D ; thethe-

3d

the-

3d

the-

3d3d Platoon Machineuachine Gun Company was in rear of CompanyCompany-

A

Compan-

yA ; the 1stlot Platoon MachineMaohine Gun Company was "inin
"

in position onon-

Hill

O'-

Neill

on-

Hill

O'-

Neill(27)27( ) Ibid.IbidIbid.-

(28)Personal

Ibid-

28Personal

Ibid.-

l.

Ibi-

d

. Hill 240 to support the advance of the battalionbattal1o by fire.firefire.(2fire.2fire2. (2727(2'2( '; )

At 8.30830. the advanceadvanoe began behind a rolling barrage.barragebarrage-

.Bnfilade
bar-

rage
barrage.-

Bnf1lade

barrage-

Bnf1lade

barrage-

.Enfilade
bar-

rage
.

BnfiladeBnf1ladeEnfilade machine gun fire from Hill 272 swept the plainplain-

in

paini-

ngin front of the hill.hill. Here and there a man was hit.hit. ArtArt-Ar-

tillery

Art-

1l1e

Ar-

tillery

¬-

illeryMiller1l1e firing from the top and flanks of the hill coveredcovered-

the

cover-

edthe jump-offjumpoffJump-oftoftunp-offunpumpj - line and later scattered fire over thethe-

plain.

he-

parin

the-

(28)Per8onal

the-

28Per8onal(28)Personal28Personal(28)Per8onal28Per8onal(28)Personal-
Bxperienoe.

28PersonalB-
xperienoe

(2828( )Personal plain.plain. (28)28(28)-

Before

28-

Before

(28)-
1Ixper1enoe.

281-
Ixper1enoe

(28)-
Experience.

28E-
xperience

( )

Bxperienoe.Bxperienoe1Ixper1enoe.1Ixper1enoeExperience.Experience.
BeforeBetoreBettor the support companiesoompanies reached the line of

- - - eight -- -
q

l.l. .



departure men were observed coming out of the fog in frontfront-

and

fron-

ted

front-

and

fron-

ted

front-

and

fron-

tedand runningrunpinggrumping to the rear as fast as possiblepossible.*. The seed ofof-

panic

Co-

pernican

of-

panic

Co-

pernican

of-

panic

Co-

pernicanpanic had been sown.sown. Men looked to their officers to seesee-

what

Ste-

wart

see-

what

Ste-

wart

see-

what

Ste-

wartwhat would be done.done. ( It was a tradition of the regimentregimen-

tthat

regim-
entthat men running to the rear were liable to be shotsho-

tfirst

sho-

rtlist

sho-

tfirst

sho-

rtlist

sho-

tfirst

sho-

rtlistfirst and questioned later.later. ) The Company Commander ofof-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offmanCompany D stopped one of the group moving to the rear andand-

found

adj-

ourned

and-

found

adj-

ourned

and-

found

adj-

ournedfound that he belonged to the 23th28th InfantryInfantry.*. Thee attackattack-

orders

atta-
cked

attack-

orders

atta-
cked

attack-

orders

atta-
ckedorders stated that this unit was to stand relieved asas-

the

as-

hen

as-

the

as-

hen

as-

the

as-

henthe assault units passed its lines.lines. Wordlord; was passed alongalong-

the

elong-

ate

along-

the

elong-

ate

along-

the

elong-

atethe company lines to let the men of the 28th Infantry gogo-

through.

ou-

tthought

go-

through.

ou-

tthought

go-

through.

ou-

tthoughtthrough.through. When these meijweremidweekmemerweremercerere not stopped by the companycompany-

the

compa-

nythe knowledge that they were not part of the battalionbattalion(-

29)Personal

battalion-

29Personal

battalion(-

29)Personal

battalion-

29Personal

battalion(-

29)Personal

battalion-

29Personal(29)Personal29Personal( ) restored the steadiness of the men.(29)men.29men29men(29)men.(29)-
Experience.

men29E-
xperience

men.menmen(29)-
Experience.

men29E-
xperience

., (29)29(29)-
Experience.

29E-
xperience

( )

Experience.Experience.
The fog became.became. patchy.patchy., Company D marching throughthrough-

heavy

throug-

hway

through-

heavy

throug-

hway

through-

heavy

throug-

hwayheavy spots lost contact with Company C in front and ComCom-Com-

pany

Com-

pany

Com-

pany

¬-

panypanky A on the right.right. Extremely heavy firing to the leftlefta-

nd

leftw-

ard

lefta-

nd

leftw-

ard

lefta-

nd

leftw-

ardand many machine gun bullets in the lines of the companycompan-

yresulted

com-
panies

compan-

yresulted

com-
panies

compan-

yresulted

com-
paniesresulted in the company moving somewhat to the right.rightright.-

After

rig-

ht
right.-

Atter

rig-

ht
.,

AfterAtterLatter this area of fog was passed the company resumed itsits(-

30)Personal

its-

30Personal

its(-

30)Personal

its-

30Personal

its(-

30)Personal

its-

30Personal(30)Personal30Personal( ) original direction.(30)direction.30direction30direction.(30)-
Experience

direction30E-
xperience

direction.(30)-
u

direction30-
u

direction.(30)-
Experience

direction30E-
xperience

. ( )

u ExperienceJlxperience.JlxperienceLuxurianceJlxperienc-

e.(31)est

Jlxperien-

ce31est

*.,
Company C lost direction and moved out-outout.out'outofoutdo-.' of itsdtedate1dtezoneOdeont zone--zone- -zone-

of

zo-
ne

-zone-

of

zo-
ne

-

of advance.advance. A temporary lifting of the fog brought themthem-

under

here-

under

them-

under

here-

under

them-

under

here-

underunder a heavy machine gun and minenwerfermdnenwerfermineworker fire from aa-

machine

m-

achine

a-

machine

m-

achine

a-

machine

m-

achinemachine gun nest on the left of the battalion.battalion., The ComCom-Com-

pany

Com-

pany

Com-

pany

¬-

panypanky CommandermostCommander, of the non-commissionednoncommissionednon-commdssionedcommdssioned- officers andand-

many

san-

dman

and-

many

san-

dman

and-

many

san-

dmanmany of the privates becamebecbeck e casualtiescasualties.*. The remainderr ainderwinder ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe companyoompany was formed into one platoon commanded by aa-

sergeant.

s-

ergeant

a-

8ergeant.

a-

8ergeant

a-

sergeant

s-

ergeantsergeant.sergeant8ergeant.8ergeant., This sergeant led this unitun1t as CompanyComP8D7 CC-

(3lTest

C-

3lTest

C-

throughout

T-

hroughout

C-

throughout

T-

hroughout(3lTest-(3lTest3lTest(31)est-(31)est31est(31)Test-(31)Test31Test(3lTestthroughout3lTestthroughout(31)est1-
aoDJ

31est1-
aoDJ

(31)Testi-
mony

31Testi-
mony

( ) ! - throughout the remainder of the attack(31)attack31attack.(31)attack.31attack(31)i-
mony

attack31i-
mony

*. ( )

imony1aoDJsimony Sgt.SgtStSgt.-
B.M

Sgt.-
E.

.
B.MBME.E. .. .Sm1Sm1,. Smith.Smithsmisemi theth.th.

--- ninenine-

departure

---



Company B at this time was moving forward in the fogitsfogiesfogits-

position

fogfogits-

position

, tsts-

position

su-

ppositionposition unknown to the battalion commander and the Com -

panypanky Commanders of A and D.D. The Company Commander of ComCom-Com-

pany

Com-

pany

Com-

pany

¬-

panypanky D using his compass and keeping in contactconta6t withwith-

Company

litho-

mancy

with-

Company

litho-

mancy

with-

Company

litho-

mancyCompany A on his right advanced up the gentle rise towardtoward-

Hill

tow-
ard

toward-

Hill

tow-
ard

toward-

Hill

tow-
ardHill 272.272. The barrage at this time had outdistanced thethe-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstain(32)32( ) TestTest-Testi-
monyTestbattalionTesti-
mony

¬- battalion and was not audible.(32)audible.32audible32audible.(32-
)The

audible32-
The

audible.(32)i-
mony

audible32i-
mony

audible.audible. (32)32(32)-

The

32T-

he

( )

imonysimony MegMaj.Maj.MaMe-
gC.W.Ityder

Maj.-

C.W.
Maj.-

C.W.Ryder
.

C.W.ItyderCWItyderC.W.RyderCWRyderWilderWryerC.W.CW. . derdeer ;
' The fog had now thinned in spots and on entering suchsuch-

spaces

sub-

spaces

such-
Personal

sub-
chapters

such-

spaces

sub-

spaces
PersonalPersonal-
Experience
Pers-onable
Personal-
Experience.
Pers-onable
Personal-
Experience.
Pers-onableExperienceExperience.*. spacesspaoes the lines came under aimed fire of 77mm guns onon-

Hill

O'-

Neill

on-

Hill

O'-

Neill

on-

Hill

O'-

NeillHill 272272.272,. Company D continues the advancecrossingadvancers, smallsmal-

lislands

mal-

isons
smal-

lislands

mal-

isons
smal-

lislands

mal-

isonsislands of good visibility at "double-time"and"doubledoubletime"andtimeandtldouble-time"andtldoubleimpendtillable" - " , restedrested-

under

res-
ted

rested-

(33)Personal

rested-

33Personal

rested-

under

res-
ted(33)Personal33Personal(33)Personal-

Experience.
33PersonalE-
xperience

(3333( ) PersonalPersonal-
Experience.

Pers-onable
under cover of the fog beyond.(33)beyond.33beyond33beyond.(33)-

The

beyond33T-

he
beyond.beyond. (33)33(33)-

Experienoe.
33E-

xperienoe
( )

Experience.ExperienceExperienoe.Experienoe.
The battalion commanderaftercommander, losing all his runners byby-

fire

Ba-

yfield

by-

fire

Ba-

yfield

by-

fire

Ba-

yfieldfire or being lost in the foglocatedfoliatedfog , located Company D and orderorder-order-

ed

¬-

ed the company to move up abreast of Company B in thethe-

assault

he-

adsail
the-

assault

he-

adsail(34)34( ) Ibid.-

(35)Teat

Ibid-

35Teat

Ibid.IbidIbid.-

(35)Test

Ibid-

35Test

., assault wave.(34)wave.34wave34wave.(34)-

The

wave34T-

he
wave.wave. (34)34(34)-

The

34T-

he

(34)-

The

34T-

he

( )

The battalion halted in a depression at the foot ofof-

Hill

of-

Hill

of-

HillHill 272 andmaskedadmeasuredan , masked by fogreorganized.fogreorganizedreorganized.reorganizedforeordainedtog , . During this periodperiod-

machine

per-
iod

period-

machine

per-
iod

period-

machine

per-
iodmachine gun fire from the slopes ahead and from the leftleft-

rear

lect-

urer

left-

rear

lect-

urer

left(-

35)Test

left-

35Test(35)Test-(35)Test35Test(35)Teat-(35)Teat35Teat(35)Testi-
mony
35Testi-
mony
(35)Teati-
mony
35Teati-
mony
(35)Testrear35Testrear( ) - rear caused many casualties(45)casualties45caaualties.(45)caaualties.45caaualties45casualties(45)-

On

casualties45O-

n
caaualties.(45)-

On

caaualties45O-

n
casualties.casualties,. (4545( )

imonysimony MaJ.MaJKaj.Kaj.MaKjMa-
J.C.W.Hyder

Kaj-
.C.W.Ryder

Maj.-
CW.Ryder

.
C.W.HyderCWHyderC.W.RyderCWRyderCW.RyderChiderWryer., . ; On resuming the advanceadv ce the first enemy machine gunsguns-

on

guen-

on

guns-
Personal

unse-
asonablePersonalPersonal-
ExperiencePers-onable
Personal-
Experience.
Pers-onable
Personal-
ExperiencePers-onableExperienceExperience.;., on Hill 272 were encountered at close range.range. As long asas-

the

as-

hen

as-

the

as-

hen

as-

the

as-

henthe fog remaineddenseremainedrema1neremaineddenseensecense their capture was a matter of out-outout-
A

ot-
A

out-

flanking

out-

flanking

out-

flanking

-
A

flanking their position whichwhiwhim h was indicated by the soundsound-

of

Sou-
ndof firing.firing., At times when the fog lifted their aimed firetirefiret-

ook

foret-

oken

tiret-

ook

tree-

top
firet-

ook

foret-

okentook heavy toll before the gunners were either sent to thethe-

rear

the-

reat

the-

rear

the-

reat

the-

rear

the-

reatrear or to their Maker-MakerKaker-KakerAskerMakerdependingKakerdepending, - depending a great deal on the inin-

clination

in-inin-

olination

in-

clination

in-

clination

¬-

clinationolinationculminationpollination of the leader of the attacking unit.ThroughoutunitThroughoutunit.Throughout-

the

unit.unit. ThroughoutThroughout-

the

Through-
outthe entire advance up the slope of Hill 272Company, D atat-

ten

att-

end--- tenten-

Company

en-

comia

---

i



no time advanced as a unit against resistance.resistance., When thethe-

sound

He-

nson

the-

sound

He-

nson

the-

sound

He-

nsonsound of firing indicated a machine gun immediatlyimmediately withinwithin-

the

with-

in
within-

the

with-

in
within-

the

with-

inthe area of the company commanderthecommandercommander , the latter sent out oneone-

or

bon-

er

one-

or

bon-

er

one-

or

bon-

eror two squads to capture the gun.gun. The normalno nalnail procedureprocedure-

however

proce-
dure

procedure-

however

proce-
dure

procedure-

however

proce-
durehowever was as follows : machine gun firing would bebe-

heard

be-

head

be-

heard

be-

head

be-

heard

be-

headheard to the frontonefront.onefrontonf rontfront ;. one or two menonMenlomen , on their own initiative ,

would leave the company lines and disappear in the fog ;

cessation of fire of the machine gun would be heardthehearthheardthe-

patrol

hardhea-
rtedly

heard.heardheardthe-

patrol

hardhea-
rtedly

;. thethe-

patrol

th-

eatrepatrol would return with the gun and at times with one oror-

more

ar-

moire

or-

more

ar-

moire

or-

more

ar-

moiremore prisoners.prisoners. When the men coming back reported nono-

machine

m-

onarchies

no-

machine

m-

onarchies

no-

machine

m-

onarchiesmachine guns to the immediate frontthefrothedfront , the lines moved for-forfor-

(36)Personal

for-

36Personal

for-

(36)Personal

for-

36Personal

for-

(36)Personal

for-

36Personal

-

(36)Personal36Personal( ) ward.(36)ward.36ward36ward.(36)-
Experience.

ward36E-
xperience

ward.wardward.(36)-
Experience.

ward36E-
xperience

. (36)36(36)-
Experience.

36E-
xperience

( )

Experience.Experience.
During the halt at the base of Hill 272 the LieutLieut-LieuLieut-

enant

Lieut-

enant

Lieut-

enant

¬-

enantenfant commanding the 3d Platoon Machine Gun Company 16th16th-

Infantry

16th-

Infant

16th-

InfantryInfantryInfant reported.toreportedtoreported.reported. to the Company Commander , Company D.DD-

.Due

A-

dduce

D-

.Due

A-

dduce

D-

.Due

A-

dduce

.

Due to thehe fog the platoon had been late in forming andand-

had

hand-

held

and-

had

hand-

held

and-

had

hand-

heldhad lost contact with the battalion.battalion., After thirty minutesminutes-

of

minut-
esof intermittent marching in the general direction of thethe-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reonfront line the lieutenant located Company D.D. The platoon ,.

with four complete gungun-squadsgunsquads:
- squads was left under cover to thethe-

(37)Test

th-

e37Test

the-

(37)Test

th-

e37Test

the-

(37)Test

th-

e37Test(37)Test-(37)Test37Test( ) - rear while the platoon commander reported.(37)reported.37reported37reported.(37)i-
mony

reported37i-
mony

reported.(37)1-
mony

reported371-
mony

. ( )

imony1monysimony Capt.CaptCaputCapt-
.A.B.Helsley.

Capt-
.A.B.Helsley.

Capt-
.A.B.Helsley.

.
A.B.Helsley.ABHelsleyLabels. . . A temporary lifting of the fog revealed the front lineline-

of

lin-
e

line-

of

lin-
e

line-

of

lin-
eof the 18th InfantryInfant on the left to be several hundredhundred-

yards

hund-
red

hundred-

yards

hund-
red

hundred-

yards

hund-
redyards to the rear.rear. Their line had been refused on thethe-

right

he-

ight
the-

right

he-

ight
the-

right

he-

ightright in the vicinity of the machine gun nest which hadhad-

(38)Personal

ha-

d38Personal

had-

disorganized(38)Personal38Personal(38)Personal-
Experience.

38PersonalE-
xperience

(3838( )Personal disorganized Company C.(38)C.38C38C.(38)-
Experience.

C38E-
xperience

C.(38)-
Experience.

C38E-
xperience

. ( )

Experience.Experience.
Heavy firing on Company D from the vicinity ofor thisthiss-

ame

tis-
ane

thiss-

ame

tis-
ane

thiss-

ame

tis-
anesame nest requiredrequirrequired the company commander to send out aa-

patrol

a-

pparel

a-

patrol

a-

pparel

a-

patrol

a-

pparelpatrol ofot one squad to reduce this resistance.resistance. No directdirect-

report
dire-

ctor
direct-

report
dire-

ctor
direct-

report
dire-

ctorreport ofot the operation of thiapatrolthithinthispatrolhipster,atrolpatrol was ever made.made. TheThe-

only

Tho-

rnily

The-

only

Tho-

rnily

The-

only

Tho-

rnilyonly informationinto tionion received was from men rejoining thethe-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopiancompany after beingbeiDiHeidi lost.lost., They reported that this patrolpatrol-

had

patr-
olhad advancedadvanoed intoin o an area free from foghadfoShadfoggedfished, been observ-observobserY-obserYobserveobeyobserv-

eleven

obser-

vable
obserY-

eleven

obser-

vable
observ-

eleven

obser-

vable
-

---eleven---eleven- --eleveneleven-

no

eleve-

n

- --



ed by a hostile nestandnewsstand, the patrol leader and most of hishis-

men

Hism-

anal

his-

men

Hism-

anal

his-

men

Hism-

analmen killed or wounded.wounded. The Company Commander of CompanyCompany-

D

Compan-

yD then sent out a combat patrol consisting of two squadssquads-

under

squ-
ads

squads-

under

squ-
ads

squads-

under

squ-
adsunder an officer and two machine gun squads under thethe-

(39JPersonal

the-

39JPersonal

the-

(39)Personal

the-

39Personal(39JPersonal39JPersonal(39)Personal39Personal(3939( ) Personal Lieutenant in command of the Machine Gun Platoon.(39)ThePlatoon.39ThePlatoon39ThePlatoon.(39)The-
Diary.

Platoon39The-
Diary

Platoon.Platoon., (39)The39The(39)The-
Diary.

39The-
Diary

(39)39( ) TheThe-

Diary
T-

heirDiary.Diary.,
officer commandingco nandingbanding the machinemachine-funmachinefun- fun unit was wounded beforebefore-

getting

defor-

esting
before-

getting

defor-

esting
before-

getting

defor-

estinggetting his guns in position.position., After having first aid appliedapplied-

he

applie-

dhe supervised the placing of his guns and remained with

(40)40( ) Test-TestTestthemTestate- them during the firing until fainting from loss10S6 of blood.(40)blood.40blood40blood.(40)i-
mony

blood40i-
mony

blood.(40)1-
mony

blood401-
mony

blood.blood. (4040( )

imony1monysimony Capt.CaptCaputCapt-
.A.B.Helsley.The

Capt-
.A.B'.Helsley.The

Cap-
tABHelsleyThe

Capt-
.AB'.Helsley.

Cap-
tABHelsley

Ca-tarrhally
.

A.B.Helsley.TheABHelsleyTheA.B'.Helsley.TheAB'.Helsley.ABHelsleyLabels., ' . . The two squadasquadssquad from the rifle platoon were moving to outout-out-

flank

out-

flanl

out-

flank

out-

flank

¬-

flankflanlflan the nest when the fog lifted anaand.and. tnet.11et11ethetine. oilicero:1'lcero1lceroll'icerolliceroilierCollier! :
' inin-

charge

un-

charged

in-

charge

un-

charged

in-

charge

un-

chargedcharge ana most ol01or; :
' nishisanis patrol were hit.hithi t.t., ihethehe supportingsupporting-

machine

suppo-
rting

supporting-

machiHe

suppo-
rting

supporting-

machine

suppo-
rtingmachinemachiHe guns oeganDeganegan firing from the northnorth.,. iheJ.heJheshehe. lewrewblewbrew sursur-slursur-

vivors

sur-

vivors

sur-

vivors

¬-

vivorsvisors of tnethetine patrol in shell holes to the east of thethe-

nest

the-

mes

the-

nest

the-

mes

the-

nest

the-

mesnest placed rifle and automatic rifle fire on the gungun-

positions.

un-

propitious

gun-

positions.

un-

propitious

gun-

positions.

un-

propitiouspositions.positions. This firewithforthwith, that of the two machine guns onon-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

ontethe flankdrovelandgrave, the machine gunners fromt"romtromtromp:
" their weaponsweapons.weapons-

.J.his

weap-
ons

weapons-

.phis

weap-
ons

,.

ihisJ.hisJhisphisibisHisAphis. success was temporary as a miniature barrage ofof-

minenwerfer

of-

minenwerferminenwerfermineworker shells falling on the position of the patrolpatrol-

killed

paral-

leled
patrol-

killed

paral-

leled
patrol-

killed

paral-

leledkilled and wounded more of the patrol and drove thethe-

A41

the-

survivors

th-

esauri
the-

(41)kersonal

the-

41kersonal.-A41\( personalJlersonal-(41)kersonal(41)kersonal41kersonalLesson41 ) Jlersonal-
Diary.

: survivors to the shelter of shell holes.holesholes.\41)holes.41holes.41)41holesholes.41)-
M

holes41-
M

. 141J(41)41141J-
Diary.

141-
JDiary

(41)-
Diary

41-
Diary

\( )

Diary.Diary.,
.PrivatePrivaterivate"rrivaterrivateM" . Aleck CarUarroleaCarroleaCarolerole , a little IItalianwhoItaliantalitai an , who was rere-

puted

re-rere-

puted

re-

puted

¬-

puted-putedputted- to be thethe-worsttheworst-

worst shot in the company and one of thethe-

bravest

H-

ebraist

the-

bravest

H-

ebraist

the-

bravest

H-

ebraistbravest menwasmews, in a shell hole with a big American fromfrom-

Wisconsin.

pro-

miscuous

from-

iscons1ne

from-

isconsin.

Fra-

nciscansWisconsin.Wisconsiniscons1neisconsin.isconsin* . CarroleUarroleCarole told his pardnerpardoner to get out of the holehole-

and

Holl-

and

hole-

and

Holl-

and

hole-

and

Holl-

andand go to another to the rightright.*., iheyxheytheyhey had an argument butbut-

the

bu-

tte

but-

the

bu-

tte

but-

the

bu-

ttethe big fellow finally went.went., AS soon as he got up a machinemachine-

gunner

mac-
hine

machine-

gunner

mac-
hine

machine-

gunner

mac-
hinegunner in the nest got up to his gun and started firingfiring.firing.-

Uarrole
fir-

ing
firing.-

Uarrole
fir-

ing
*.

CarroleUarroleCarole took one shot and hit him in the headathead.athead!., aa-

twelve

t-

welve

a-

twelve

t-

welve---twelve---twelve- - - twelve-twelvetwelve-

ed

twel-

ve

- --



distance of about 200 yardsyards.,. IhelhetheHe big fellow got to hishis-

shell

Bi-

ssell

his-

shell

Bi-

ssell

his-

shell

Bi-

ssellshell hole all right and then CarCarroleiarroleCarolerole told him tocometwosometocome-

back.

tocome-

back.

tocome-

back.back.back. More argument but he finally got up and "hothot"hot-"hot-

footed4

hotf-

ooted4

"hot-

footed'

hot-

footed

"hot-

footed

hotf-

ooted

" ¬-

footed4footed'footed*',., it back.back. Another gunner hopped to his gun andan-

dstarted

und-

istorted

an-

dstarted

und-

istorted

an-

dstarted

und-

istortedstarted firingfiring.,. uarroletarroleCarole,; got him and Dothboth were ini.n. thethe-

shell

th-

ese
the-

shell

th-

ese
the-

shell

th-

eseshell hole as at the startstart.*., Then the BosBoosBOBcheBoscheBrocheBorschone working thethe-

trench

th-

eatre
the-

trench

th-

eatre
the-

trench

th-

eatretrench mortar opened up and made it hot foriOorodor themthem.them-

.arrOle

them-

.Uarroie

,.

uarrolearrOleUarroieCaroleQuarried tried to get the Digbig fellow to move again butbut-

he

burt-

hen

but-

he

burt-

hen

but-

he

burt-

henhe refusedrefused.,. uarroletarroleCarole,; then jumped out of the shell holehole-

ran

chol-

era

hole-

ran

chol-

era

hole-

ran

chol-

eraran forward and took cover in another hole.hole. He repeatrepeat-repeat-

ed

¬-

ed this a few times , then mademad.e. a rush for the trenchtrench-

and

trench-

ant

trench-

and

trench-

ant

trench-

and

trench-

antand got there saiely.saielysat'ely.satelysafelysteelysafelyProceeding' ., Proceedingl"roceedinglroceeding-Proceeding-" up the trench hehe-

came

be-

came

he-

came

be-

came

he-

came

be-

camecame on the lone man working the trench mortar andand-

put

san-

dpit

and-

put

san-

dpit

and-

put

san-

dpitput him out of commissioncommission.,. hetie continued up the trenchtrench-

to

trenc-

hto the end and put two moremoreooschemorose-ooscheooschenOBchenoscheMoshenotched- out of a jobthenJonathanjobthen-

started

jobj ob , thenthen-

started

hes-

itated
then-

started

hes-

itatedstarted back to the other end.end., .BeforeBeforeeforenefore. he reached thethe-

end

te-

nd

the-

end

te-

nd

the-

end

te-

ndend he came across his big pardnerpardoner who had iIollowedioilowedFollowedisolatedIollowed-

nim

ioilowed-

nim

Billow-

ed
oil owed,

mmnim ana wnowino naanadnada cleaned out the other end of the trench.trenchrench.renchFrench.,

1l recommendedrecommenderecommend ootnDotnbothYoonDon for D.b.o'sDbosDosD.DD,6kD6k., ., 'ssa' s outDutDeut uarrolearrole.arroleCarole% . was thethe-

v4

the-

4

the-

t4ev4\44t4et4ePersonal\ >) xersonaler8onal-PersonalPersonal- only one to get it.itit ., " (42)42(42-
)i 4-2i

(42)-
.ui

42-
ui

(42)-
uiary.

42-
uiary

( )

iiary.iaryuiary.uiaryairyunitary.uiui.> aryCary .,
The top of Hill 272 was reached by all companies ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe battalion aboutabQutabut 11.001100. AM.AMAM ., By this time the fog hadhad-

thinned

he-

adlined

had-

thinned

he-

adlined

had-

thinned

he-

adlinedthinned so that the 18th Infantry on the left couldoouldGould bebe-

seen

be-

seem

be-

seen

be-

seem

be-

seen

be-

seemseen some two hundred yards to the rear.rearrear.-

The

eart-

hen

rear.-

ihe

drea-

rier

rear.-

The

eart-

hen

.

Theihehe battalion took shelter on the reverse slope ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe hill in the pitspi ts which had been used by thethe-

German

ste-

ersman

the-

Ge

th-

ee

the-

German

ste-

ersmanGermanGe machine gunners and received few casualtiescasualties.casualties..-

ach

casualti-
es

,.

jfiach.achachficheBach. unit waswalwail then reorganized.reorganized. A check on the compancampan-campancompan-companysampancompa-

nies

campan-

188

compa-

nies

¬-

ies188dies showedIhowedHowled that about halfhalt of companiesoompanies AfBAtBAB, and D1)1D-

thirteen

T-

hirteen

1)I1-

)thirteen

1-

thirteen

)
I*

---thirteen---thirteen- -- thirteenthirteen-

distance

thir-

teen

thirteen-

distance

thir-

teen

- --

..



were present.present. One platooncommandedplatonicplato n.commandedncommandedcommanded,. by a sergeantsergeantr-

emained

serg-
eant

sergeantr-

emained

serg-
eant

sergeantr-

emained

serg-
eantremained from Company C.C. The1he Machine Gun Company 16th16th-

Infantry

16th-

Infantry

16th-

InfantryInfantry was represented by a platoon of four guns comcom-com-

manded

com-

manded

com-

manded

¬-

mandedmended by a sergeant.sergeant. The officers present were thethe-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstainbattalion commanderthecommandercommander , the captain and first lieutenant ofof-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offmanCompany DaDDi, a second lieutenant commandingoommanding Company A andand-

one

und-

one

and-

one

und-

one

and-

one

und-

oneone Company t3 and a lieutenantthelieutenant, the battalion scoutscout-

officer.

scr-
uffier

scout-

43)Personal

scout-

43Personal

scout-

(43)Personal

scou-

t43Personal(43Personal43Personal\43)Personal43)Personal(43)Personal(43Personal-
Experience

43PersonalE-
xperience

(\ ;) officer.officer. (43)43(43-

)Patrols

43-
Patrols

(43)-
Experienoe

43E-
xperienoe

(43)-
Experience

43E-
xperience

( )

ExperienceExperienoe
Patrols were sent to the woods beyond the top ofof-

Hill

of-

Hill

of-

HillHill 272 and brought in many prisoners.prisoners. At .thisthis. time nono-

resistance

no-

nresistance

no-

resistance

no-

nresistance

no-

resistance

no-

nresistanceresistance was offeredtheoffered, Germans apparently beingbeing-

stunned

vein-

stone
being-

stunned

vein-

stone
being-

stunned

vein-

stonestunned at the fall of their strongest position.position. OneOn-

eof

O-
no

On-

eof

O-
no

On-

eof

O-
noof the prisoners told of a counter-attackcounterattack- to be mademad-

eagainst

man-

darins

mad-

eagainst

man-

darins

mad-

eagainst

man-

darinsagainst the hill.hill. At this time heavy machine gun firefire-

and

fire-

man

fire-

and

fire-

man

fire-

and

fire-

manand direct 77mm fire from the Cote de MaldahMalta raked thethe-

top

Th-

eo
the-

top

Th-

eo
the-

top

Th-

eotop of the hillmakinghallmarking, observation to the front imim-im-

possible.

im-

possible

im-

possible.

im-

possible

im-

(44)

i-

m44

¬-
-

possible.possible. A platoon from Company D was sent to the leftleft-

of
le-

ft
left-

of
le-

ft
left-

of
le-

ftof the hill and placed on the forward slope where thethe-

fire

th-

eir
the-

fire

th-

eir
the-

fire

th-

eirfire was somewhat lighter.lighter. A group of GermansformingGermans, upup-

in

un-

pin

up-

in

un-

pin

up-

in

un-

pinin the valley to the left front was brought under longlong-

range

Lo-
gan

long-

range

Lo-
gan

long-

range

Lo-
ganrange fire from the platoon on the left and while nono-

casualties

en-

capsulates

no-

casualties

en-

capsulates

no-

casualties

en-

capsulatescasualties were noted from this fire the group movedmove-

dunder

mo-
ved

move-

dunder

mo-
ved

move-

dunder

mo-
ved(44)44( ) TestTest-Testi-

mony
Testi-

mony
Testi-

mony
¬- under cover and did not make a further threat.(44)threat.44threat44threat.(44)-

During

threat44D-

uring
threat.threat. (4444( )

imonysimony MajUaJMaUSAMa-
jC.W.Ityder

Ma-
JC.W.Ryder

: . .
C.W.ItyderCWItyderC.W.RyderCWRyderWilderWryer. . ; During the period ofof"" threatened counter-attackcounterattack- nono-

orders

n-

oodles

no-

orders

n-

oodles

no-

orders

n-

oodles
_
PersonalPersonal-
Experience.Pers-onable
Personal-

1cperience.
Personal-

1cperience_Experience.Experience1cperience.1cperienceerience'erienceTerence '.. orders were given to the machine guns to assist in thethe-

defense

thr-

eadfin

the-

defense

thr-

eadfin

the-

defense

thr-

eadfindefense of the hill.hill. The platoon was disorganized andand-

at

anda-

nte

and-

at

anda-

nte

and-

at

anda-

nteat that time was beingbeinsbegins regrouped into squads andand-

fourteen

ha-

ndout

and-

fourteen

ha-

ndout---fourteen---fourteen- --fourteen-fourteenfourteen-

were

fourt-

een

- - -

. .. .. __ . . .-'---- -- - - --- - - - - -- - --- -- - -- - --- - - - -



sections.sections. It was found that the group of twenty odd menme-

nrepresented

om-

nipresent
me-

nrepresented

om-

nipresent
me-

nrepresented

om-

nipresentrepresented the three platoons starting the assault.TwoassaultTwoassaultassault.Two-

of

assau-
lt

assaulassault t.TwotTwotwot.Two-

of

.

of the squads were from the platoon which was in positionpOitionposition-

on

positio-

n
$

,
on Hill 240 at the start of the attack.attack. Heavy shellingshelling-

and

shelli-
ngand machine gun fire had reduced the strength of thethe-

platoon

tel-

ethon
the-

platoon

tel-

ethon
the-

platoon

tel-

ethonplatoon to two gun squads with no non-commissionednoncommissioned- ofof-

ficers.

of-

ficers

of.ofof-of-

.ficers.

of-

ficers

of-

ficers.

of-

ficers

¬.-

ficers.ficersfilchers. The officer in commandCont11and was killedkill d while leadinjleadinleadingleadinj-

his
leadi-

ng
, ;

his unit to rejoin the "battalion.battalionbattalion."

. A private took comomn-omncom-omencom-

mand

omn-

mand

Com-

mand

com-

ma.ndcollected

co-

mmando
¬-

mandMandyma.ndcollectedmandcollectedmanacle. , colcoolcollectedlee ted enough mennenneon: to handle tvrotVOtwotriotO! jjunrjurytlr1 ;:;; andnd con01'01con-

tinued

co:) i-ii-
t

' ¬-'"

tinuedtinedt i nuednuked the movement to findfi n(1n1( the battalion.battalion'b8.b8.b8baattalibattalion'

.. t talitai a,1.a1.a1oiiii, ... DnriDrib""DuringDuring" iriiris n:11: ;; t'utut"lJtlJTelt'u-

advance

tua-

dvance

Ug-

andan
t'tt'-

advance

t-

advance

a-

dvance

'"'
. , ' . . -

advance toward Hill 272 over a shell aweptJweptwept: plain: hehe-

kept

ch-

eep
he-

kept

ch-

eep
he-

kept

ch-

eepkept his unit together and reported to the sergeant whowho-

was

wh-

oa
who-

was

wh-

oa
who-

was

wh-

oawas on Hill 272 with two skeleton gun squads.squads. TheTh-

eplatoon

Te-

lethon

Th-

eplatoon

Te-

lethonplatoon was ordered to remain in position on Hill 272272-

during

272-

during

272-

duringduring the advance on October 9andgandgland9 , and remained therethere-

throughout

hea-
rthrug

the rere-

throughout

re-

thought(45)45( ) TestTest-Testi-
mony

Testi-
mony

Testthroughout¬- throughout the remainder of the engagement.(45)engagement.45engagement45engagement.(45)-

At

engagement45-

At

engagement.engagement. (45)45(45(45)-

At

45-
At

( )

imonysimony Capt.CaptCaputCapt-
.A.B.Helsley

CapCapt-
.A.B.Helsley

t .
A.B.HelsleyABHelsleyLabels. . ; At 120; PM the battalion advanced over the top ofof-

Hill

of-
Capt.JamesCapt.JamesCaptJamesCapstansCapt.James-
Wheelin.
Capt.James-
Wheelin.
Capt.James-
Wheelin.

.
Wheelin.WheelinWheeling. Hill 272.272. The forward line was hardly over the crestcrest-

when

cr-
est

crest-

when

cr-
est

crest-

when

cr-
estwhen heavy 77mm fire from the Cote de MaldahMalta took itsits-

toll
ins-

tall
its-

toll
ins-

tall
its-

toll
ins-

talltoll of casualties.casualties. It was found that doubletimingdoubletdoubletiming-

across

doubletiming-

across
X

across the portions of the hill not covered by woodswood-

sreduced

woo-

dshed
wood-

sreduced

woo-

dshed
wood-

sreduced

woo-

dshedreducedreduced casualties.casualties. During this rapid advance GermansGermans-

were

Germa-

nder

GeGermans-

were

Germa-

nder

ansHansans-

were

ans-

weredwere seen in scattered groups-allgroupsall- willing to surrender.surrendersurrender.-

No

surrend-
er

.

No attention was paid to these groups , and no provisprovis-provisoprovis-

ion

¬-

ion was made to investigate the dugouts and sheltersshelters-

on

shelte-
rson the north slope of the hill.hill. About half way down thethe-

hill
th-

rill
the-

hill
th-

rill
the-

hill
th-

rillhill a patch of woods offered concealment to the ravineravine-

at
ravi-

neat the bottom.bottom. As soon800n as the battalion had entered thethe-

fifteen

he-

ighten

the-

platoon

tel-

ethon

--- fifteentifteen---tifteenfifteen---fifteens-

ections.

fift-

eens

tifteens-

ections.

- - -



woods the GermansGe ansHans put down a thin though heavysoundingheavy-soundingheavysoundingheavysounding-

barrage.

heavysounding-

barrage.

heavysounding-

barrage.

*-

barrage.barrage. This barrage was laid just in rear of the supsup-sup-

port

sup-

port

sup-

port

¬-

port line and was being stepped down the hill slightlyslightly-

faster
slig-

htly
slightly-

faster
slig-

htly
slightly-

faster
slig-

htlyfaster than the rate of march of the battalion.battalion. WithinWithin-

a

Withi-

na short time the support line was crowding the assaultassault-

line

assaul-

ting
assault-

line

assaul-

ting
assault-

line

assaul-

tingline with the barrage just in rear of the supports.supports. TheTh-

ebattalion

Te-

arstain
Th-

ebattalion

Te-

arstain
Th-

ebattalion

Te-

arstainbattalion then advanced at "double-time11"doubledoubletime11"double-time"time"time" - " and the cadencecadence-

was

caden-

cewas well in excess of 180 steps a minute.minutemdnute.mdnute. On reachingreaching-

the

reachi-
ngthe lower edge of the woods the barrage stopped and withwit-
hit

witho-

ut(46)46( ) Test-TestTestitTestTesti-
mony

- it the battalion.(46)battalion.46battalion46battalion.(46)i-
mony

battalion46i-
mony

battalion.(46-
)The

battalion46-
The

battalion.battalion. (46)46(46)-
imony

46i-
mony

( )

imonysimony MajorMajor-
C.W.Ityder

UajUSAMajor-
C.W.Ryder

0 rr-
C.W.C.W.ItyderCWItyderC.W.RyderCWRyderWilderWryerC.W.CW. . derdeer ; The battalion remained under coverooverover of the woods whilewhile-
Personal

while-
Personal

while-

Company

whi-
tecapPersonal ExEx-Ex-

perience.
Ex-

perience
Ex-

perience.
Ex-

perience
Ex-

perience.
Ex-

perience
¬-

perience.perienceprince. ' Company D moved across the open swaleswales to the front.frontfront.-

Machine

front.-

Machine

front.-

Machine

.

Machine gun fire from the left swept the draw at interinter-inter-

vals

inter-

vals

inter-

vals

¬-

valsovals but inflicted no casualties.casualties. The men of the companycompany-

in

companyi-

ngin small units rushed across the open space at top speedspeed-

and

spee-

ded

speed-

and

spee-

ded

speed-

and

spee-

dedand thus offered a real "fleetingfleeting" target"target" .*

A combat patrol of two squadsledsquashed, by the CompanyCompan-

yCommanderCo.Dmoved

Compan-

yCommanderCo.Dmoved

Company-

Commander

Comp-

anionateCommanderCo.DmovedCommanderCoDmovedCommandeerCommander , Co.DmovedCoDmovedCommoved. , up the slopes of the Cote de MaidanMaldahMaidenMaltaMaidan-

under

Mari-
anne

Maldah-

under

Mara-

uder

Maldah-

under

Mara-

uderunder direct machine gun and 77mm fire.fire. By utilizingutilizingd-

epressions
utili-

zing
utilizingd-

epressions
utili-

zing
utilizingd-

epressions
utili-

zingdepressions in the ground and by rushing across openopen-

spaces

pen-

tacles

open-

spaces

pen-

tacles

open-

spaces

pen-

taclesspaces the patrol arrived at a point about two hundredhundred-

yards

hund-
red

hundred-

yards

hund-
red

hundred-

yards

hund-
red .yards from the enemyenemy. " artillery positionpos ! tionion withwi th no casaul-casauloasaul-oasaulcasualassaultcasaul-

ties.

casua-

lties

casaul-

ties.

casua-

lties

oasaul-

ties.

assaul-

ters

-

ties.ties. Here the patrol was dividedad1videdadivided, corporaloorporal with oneone-

squad

o-
nes

one-

squad

o-
nes

one-

squad

o-
nessquad moving to the left while the remainder of thethe-

patrol

th-

eatre

the-

patrol

th-

eatre

the-

patrol

th-

eatrepatrol wormedwo ed its wayw8J directly up the hillhill.*. The gunnersgunners-

using

gunn-

ers
gunners-

using

gunn-

ers
gunners-

using

gunn-

ersusing direct firetire at thehe patrol to their front failed toto-

notice

to-

otsie

to-

notice

to-

otsie

to-

notice

to-

otsienotice the partolpatrol on their right until a ChauchotCachet riflerifleo-

pened

rifle-

men
rifleo-

pened

rifle-

men
rifleo-

pened

rifle-

menopened fireti re on them.them., The survivors ofot thisthithins groupgroupwhileGroupWisegroupwhile-

sixteen

.whilewhile., .whil-

esixteen

wh-

iles
while-

sixteen

wh-

iles---sixteen---sixteen- -- sixteensixteen-

woods

sixt-

een

sixteen-

(46)

sixtee-

n46

---



surprisedtooksurprised, enough time to remove the breech blocksblocks-

from

bloc-

ks
blocks-

from

bloc-

ks
blocks-

from

bloc-

ksfrom the guns before retreatingret eating into the woods on the hill.hillhill.-

After

pill-

ager
hill.-

After

pill-

ager
hill.-

After

pill-

ager
.

After driving the crews from their guns the patrolsinpatrolsin-patrolspatrolsinc-

luding
patr-

ols
patrolsinc-

luding
patr-

ols
patrolsine-

luding
patr-

ols
, ¬-

cludingeludingclouding the officer in chargemadechargeable, a detailed inspectioninspection-

of

inspection-

ft.

inspecti-
onof the five guns.guns. This placed the entire group in plainplain-

view

plain-

tive

plain-

view

plain-

tive

plain-

view

plain-

tiveview of any enemy who were observing within a radius ofof-

a

so-

faa mile to the north.north. The patrolshadpatroishadpatrolsparish not satisfied theirtheir-

cusiosity

their-

cusiosity

their-

cusi
th-

eircusiositycuriositycusicousin osios ty when a burst of shrapnel drove them to covercover-

behind

cove-

rable
cover-

behind

cove-

rable
cover-

behind

cove-

rablebehind the Cote de Maldah.MaldahInaldah.InaldahMaltaNada: . In the meanwhile patrols hadhad-

been

ha-

dean

had-

been

ha-

dean

had-

been

ha-

deanbeen sent out from the companies in the ravine andand-

cleared

und-

eclared

and-

cleared

und-

eclared

and-

cleared

und-

eclaredcleared out several machine gun groups in the woods andand-

orchard

A-
ndorra

and-

orchard

A-
ndorra. .' . .

. .. . orchardrchardRichardo , to the right front.front. The battalion then moved upup-

the

U-

te
up-

the

U-

te
ft.ft

. , " .. . . " ' .A.A. .. , .. .

the hill and was deployed onQn the reverse slope of thethe-

Cote

the-

cae
the-

Cote

the-

cae
the-

(47)Test

the-

47Test(47)Test-(47)Test47Test(47)Testi-
znony
47Testiz-
nony
(4747( ) Test-TestTesti-
mony

- Cote de Maldah.(47)Maldah.47Maldah47Maldah.(47)-

The

Maldah47T-

he
Maldah.MaldahMalta. (4747( )

iznonyimonyfinnysimony MajorMajor-
C.W.Ityder

MajMaMajor-
C.W.Ryder

oror-
C.

o-
rC.W.ItyderCWItyderW.R1derWR1derC.W.RyderCWRyderWilderWryerC.C. . ; The battalion had moved into position and was digdig-dig-

ging

dig-

the

dit-

her

dig-
Personal

dis-
persion

¬-
PersonalPersonal-
Experience.
Pers-onable
Personal-
Experien
Perso-
nable
Personal-
ExperiencePers-onableExperience.ExperienceExperiene.e., gingaging in when a heavy concentrationconcentrati.onconcentrati-onconcentrationconcentrate.- of shrapnel and highhigh-

explosive

shi-
gellosis

high-

explosive

shi-
gellosis

high-

explosive

shi-
gellosisexplosive fire was placed on the frontsidefrontierfront , side and rear ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe hillhill.,. A number of men were wounded by this fire.firefire.-

That

fore-

taste

fire.-

That

fore-

taste

fire.-

That

fore-

taste

.

That portion of the battalion subject to high explosexplos-exposexplos-

ive

¬-

ivedive fire was moved to the right until sheltered by thethe-

top

Th-

eo
the-

top

Th-

eo
the-

top

Th-

eotop of the hillbutHilbert, no position could be found whichwhich-

gave

which-

ever

which-

gave

which-

ever

which-

gave

which-

evergave protection against shrapnel.shrapnel. Observers were sent toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

o

to-

the

t-
otethe front of the hill and took cover in trenchestrenohes whichwhich-

had

whi-
ch

which-

had

whi-
chhad been dug by the Germans.GermansGe ane.aneAnne. Wounded men were givengive-

nfirst

giv-
en

give-

nfirst

giv-
en

give-

nfirst

giv-
enfirst aid treatment and those able to walk started toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote(48)48( ) Ibid.Ibid., the rear(48)rear48rear(48)-

During

rear48D-

uring
rear.rear,. (48)48(48(48)-

During

48-
During

( )

During a lull in the shelling three GermanGe an soldierssoldiersc-

ame

soldi-
erscame into the area and surrenderedsurrendered.*. The Company Com-ComCommCo-

mseventeen

Co-

nsequent

Co-

mseventeen

Co-

nsequent

Com-

mseventeen

Com-

mencement

-

---seventeen---seventeenseventeenseventee-

nsurprisedtook

seventeen1-

.

seventeen-

1

_- -- ---

.

.
1.1

..... - - - . . . . . . . - . . , ' - " " - .



mandermendermaunder Company D carried on a halting conversation withwith-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

heldthe prisoners and found that they were an advanceadvance-

element

adv-
ance

advance-

element

adv-
ance

advance-

element

adv-
anceelement of two rifle companies stationed in Sommerance.SommeranceSomeplaceSommerance.-

They

Sommerance.-

They

Sommerance.-

They

.

They stated that this force was coming to the presentpresent-

position

presup-

position

present-

position

presup-

position

present-

position

presup-

positionposition of the "battalionbattalion" within thirty minutes to taketake-

up

make-

up

take-

up

make-

up

take-

up

make-

upup a defensive position.position. WhenThen asked why they were givinggiving-

this

givi-
ng

giving-

this

givi-
ng

giving-

this

givi-
ngthis information they replied that the war was over forfor-

(49)Personal

for-

49Personal

for-

(49)Personal

for-

49Personal(49)Personal49Personal(4949( ) Personal them and that what happened did not concern them.(49)them.49them49them.(49)-
Diary.

them49-
Diary

them.(49)-
Diary.

them49-
Diary

them.them. (4949( )

Diary.Diary.
The battalion commander was notified of the impendingimpendin-

gattackbut

impe-
nding

impending-

attack.

impen-
ding

impendin-

gattackbut

impe-
ndingattackbutattackattack.attack,. but made no change in the disposition of the

(50)50( ) Ibid.Ibid., units to provide security in case the attack did come.(50)come.50come50come.(50)-

An

come50-

An

. ( )

An account of subsequent happeningswrittenhappeningshappenings , written shortlyshortly-

after
shor-

tly
shortly-

after
shor-

tly
shortly-

after
shor-

tlyafter the engagement states ;

n" We were interrupted inin-

our

In-

oue

in-

our

In-

oue

in-

our

In-

oueour digging by machine gun fire coming from the left frontfront-

and

fron-

ted

front-

and

fron-

ted

front-

and

fron-

tedand rifle fire in good volume from the same locality.localitylocality.-

I

localit-
y

.

I yelled to the men to get out of their holes and formform-

a

fofo-

a

fo-

ala line facing the left front.front. The hum of the bulletsbullets-

and

bulle-
tsand the occasional burst of a shell had made most ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe men intent on digging andan tneyzneytanneryzany didaid notno pay muunmucnunmunchmuu-

nattention

mmuc-

nattention

unun-

attention

in-

attention

:

attention to meme.me*. If I oouldcouldGould catch the eye of a man hehe-

would

Sh-

erwood

he-

would

Sh-

erwood

he-

would

Sh-

erwoodwould stop digging and get up on the firing line andan-

dstart

han-

dcart

an-

dstart

han-

dcart

an-

dstart

han-

dcartstart firing.firingf1riDg.f1riDg. The others who were within a few yards ofof-

me

No-

me

of-

me

No-

me

of-

me

No-

meme would not pay the least bit of attention until II-

dither

I-

ndicter

I-

either

E-

itherdithereither81 therether shook them or hithi t them withw1 th clods or in someBomeBiomesom-

ecases

show-

cases

Bom-

ecases

Boo-

kcases

som-

ecases

show-

casescases kicked them.them. Then they would get up as willinglywillingly-

as

willingly-

8S

willingl-
yas8S could be and start in firing.firingf r1ng.r1ng. All this time the HunsHun-

seighteen

Un-

sighted

Hun-

seighteen

Un-

sighted

Hun-

seighteen

Un-

sighted---eighteen---eighteen--- eighteeneighteen-

mender

eight-

een

eighteen-

mander

eight-

een

---

.
' :



were firing rapidly but without much effect.effect., A few menmen-

were

me-

aner

men-

were

me-

aner

men-

were

me-

anerwere hit but there must have been thousands of shotsshots-

fired

short-

haired

shots-

fired

short-

haired

shots-

fired

short-

hairedfired at usus.us*. Our men on the firing line acted like soso-

many

so-

nny

so-

many

so-

nny

so-

many

so-

nnymany wooden dummies-mostdummiesmost- of them standing up and firingfiring-

until
firi-

ng
firing-

until
firi-

ng
firing-

until
firi-

nguntil I shook them and made them lie down.down., They firedfired-

in

fire-

din the general direction of the enemy without lookinglooking-

through
loo-

king
looking-

through
loo-

king
looking-

through
loo-

kingthrough theirthelr sights and all the time had a peculiarpeculie.rpeculierpeculiar-

blank

pecu-
liar

peculie.r-

blank

pecu-
liar

peculiar-

blank

pecu-
liar

.

blank expression on their faces.faces., Dumb but willing seemseem-seem-

ed

seem-

ed

seem-

ed

¬-

ed to be their condition.condition. And all the time I was soeoso-

busy

s-

obs

eo-

busy

De-

bussy

so-

busy

s-

obsbusy and so worried over theirheir strange actions that II-

paid

P-

aid

I-

paid

P-

aid

I-

paid

P-

aidpaid little attention to the enemyenemy.*. So it happenedit'happenedithappened'happened' thatthat-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hedthe counter-attackcounterattackcounter-attaokattaok- failed and I did not know whyhy and diddid-

(5lPersonal

did-

5lPersonal

did-

(51)Personal

did-

51Personal

did-

(51)Personal

did-

51Personal(5lPersonal5lPersonal(51)Personal51Personal( ) not see the BoscheBoecheBorschBroche as they withdrew11withdrew"withdrew" (51)51(51)-
Diary.

51-
Diary

(51)-
Di

51-
Di

(51)-
Diary.

51-
Diary

( )

Diary.DiaryDi aryCary .
The Germans making the counter-attackcounterattack- had beenbeen-

gone

ben-

ign
been-

gone

ben-

ign
been-

gone

ben-

igngone about fifteen minutes when another heavy concenconcen-concernconce-

ntration

conce-

ntration

conce-

ntration

¬-

trationtraction of artilleryartillearticle fire from the left front began toto-

take

to-

taled

to-

take

to-

taled

to-

take

to-

taledtake its toll of men.men., Casualties became numerous-sonumeroussonumerousso-

numerous

nume-
rous

numerousso-

numerous

nume-
rous

numerousso-

numerous

nume-
rous

-

numerous that all of the wounded men could not bebe-

looked

b-

loke
be-

looked

b-

loke
be-

looked

b-

lokelooked after.after. The battalion commander then ordered thethe-

general

te-

enier
the-

general

te-

enier
the-

general

te-

eniergeneral retirement to the ravine to the rear.rear. The enen-

tire
en-enen-

tire

en-

tire

¬-

tire battalionmergedbattalion, into one grouphurriedroughdried, from thethe-

rear

the-

reat

the-

rear

the-

reat

the-

the

tee-

therear ofoftheoften-thethe-- Cate-deCatedeCotedeCarteCoatedCo-te-CoteCote- -- de Maldah-MaldahValdahMaltaValidMaldahthrough- throughthroughthethoughtthe-the- orchard to thethe-

woods

She-

rwood

the-

woods

She-

rwood

the-

woods

She-

rwoodwoods covering the north side of the ravine.ravine. HeavyHeav-

ybursts

Hear-

tburns

Heav-

ybursts

Hear-

tburns

Heav-

ybursts

Hear-

tburnsbursts of shrapnel8h apnelpanel followed all the wayw and men beingbeing-

wounded

below-

ground

being-

wounded'

being-

wounded

below-

ground

being-
I

bein-
g

being-

wounded'

being-

wounded

below-

ground
I

woundedwounded'wounded'aswoundedas' as they ran added to the confusion.confusiononfusion.onfusion., CompaniesCompanies-

were

Compa-

nieswere reformedreforef ed under cover of these woods and a check ofof-

those

ho-

thouse

of-

those

ho-

thouse

of-

those

ho-

thousethose present made.made., Five officers and lesslees than twotwo-

i

tw-
o

two-

hundred

wo-

unded

two-

hundred

wo-

unded
i.

hundred men were presentpresent.*. The battalion commander thenthen-

nineteen

tee-

niest- - - nineteennineteen---nineteen-

were

ninete-

ent.

ninet-

een

ninetee-

nth

-- -

. <t.t. _ ." , . - . . . . . . ,- - . . . , .. . . . . . .. ... -- - , . ., _ - . . . . - . . .- . . . . . . . ... . .- . . - .- . .-- -. - . .- . . . -- . ... . . . . ' .. . .. . ,



ordered Company D to dig in along the dryd creek bed onon-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

ontethe right of the battalion sector while the other company ,

composed of the elements of the three remaining rifleriflec-

ompaniesmoved

riflec-

ompaniesmoved

riflec-

ompaniesmovedcompaniesmovedcompanies, to the left and took up a position inin-

(52)Personal

in-

52Personal

in-

(52)Personal

in-

52Personal

in-

(52)Personal

in-

52Personal(52)Personal52Personal( ) the woods on the northern slope of the ravine.(52)ravine.52ravine52ravine.(52)-
Experience.

ravine52E-
xperience

ravine.(52)-
Experience.

ravine52E-
xperience

ravine.(52)-
Experience.

ravine52E-
xperience

. ( )

Experience.Experience.
Company D was formedfo ed in one line and started digdig-dig-

ging

dig-

(53)

di-

g53

dig-

ging

¬-

gingaging in at three pace intervals.intervals. One squad was sent toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe right flank and dug in about one hundred yardsyards-

away.High

yards-

aw

yar-
ds

yards-

awayHighaway.HighawayHighawayaw .H1ghH1gh., explosive shells
"

began
. - ,

to
,

hit to the rear ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe company soon afteraft&raftr& digging was started.startedstaseta td"td; ." This shellshell-shell-

ing

shell-

ing

shell-

ing

¬-
ingKing was concentrated on the woods from fifty to oneone-

hundred

bon-

eheaded

one-

hundred

bon-

eheaded

one-

hundred

bon-

eheadedhundred yards to the rearrear.*., Shells falling short buriedburied-

deep

buri-

ed
buried-

deep

buri-

ed
buried-

deep

buri-

eddeep in the soft earth before exploding so that thethe-

men

the-

me(53)53( ) Ibid.Ibid., men in the line were safe except from a direct hit.(53)hit.53hit53hit.(53)-

The

hit53T-

he
hit.hit. (53)53(53)-

The

53T-

he

( )

The sun was getting low when two American airplanesairplanes-

circled
airpl-

anes
airplanes-

circled
airpl-

anes
airplanes-

circled
airpl-

anescircled over the Cote de MaldahMalta and shot flares callingcalling-

for
calli-

ngfor the front line position.position., All stopped digging andand-

waved

ban-

daged

and-

waved

ban-

daged

and-

waved

ban-

dagedwaved handkerchiefs and papers.papers., The airplanes circledcircled-

overhead
cir-

cled
circled-

overhead
cir-

cled
circled-

overhead
cir-

cledoverhead several times at an elevation of about fivefive-

hundred

five-

hundred

five-

hundredhundred yards before seeing the signals.signals. They then shotshot-

the

soo-

the

shot-

the

soo-

the

shot-

the

soo-

thethe"Acknowledged11Acknowledged11-Acknowledged"Acknowledged"AcknowledgedtheAcknowledged"theAcknowledged"Acknowledged"checkrowed"- " flarewavedflareflare , waved a friendly hand over thethe-

side

th-

esis

the-

side

th-

esis

the-

side

th-

esisside and disappeared to the rear.rear., The moral effect onon-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte
- -- ----the men was marked.marked. Since noonnoon theytheY--had-beentheYhadbeenthey-had-been---had - been pushingpushing-

on

pushi-
ngon withwi th Germans: on both flanks and to the front.front. As farfar-

as

fara-

ds

far-

as

fara-

ds

far-

as

fara-

dsas they knew the group of some two hundred men ithenthenithen-

composing

then-

oomposing

he-
ncoop

then-

composingcomposingoomposing the First Battalion 16th InfantryInfant might bebe-

miles

be-

mires

be-

miles

be-

mires

be-

miles

be-

miresmiles ahead ofot supporting8upporting troops.troops. The airplanes broughtbrought-

proof
brou-

ght
brought-

proof
brou-

ght
brought-

proof
brou-

ghtproof that the battalion had not been 'torgottenandt-

wenty

torgottenandt-

wenty

'

forgottenand'torgottenandtorgottenandforgoforgottenforgottenandt-

wenty

forgot-
ten

forgotw-

enty

forgot-
ten

,

---twenty---twenty---twentytwenty- twenty-

ordered

tw-

enty

---



r

that in a few minutes the Division Commander would knowknow-

(54)Personal

kno-

w54Personal

know-

(54)Personal

kno-

w54Personal

know-

(54)Personal

kno-

w54Personal(54)Personal54Personal( ) its locationlocation.*. MenKen resumed digging with new energy.(54)energy.54energy54energy.(54)-
Diary.

energy54-
Diary

energy.energy. ((54)54(54)-
Diary.

54-
Diary

)

Diary.Diary.
HenKenMen coming in with water from springs in the woodswoods-

of

Woo-

ds
.

of Hill 272 reported hundreds of GermansGe ansHans there all try-

ing

trytry-try-

ing

try-

ing

¬-

ingKing to surrender.surrender. During the advance no organized efforteffort-

was

effo-

rtwas made to capture prisoners.prisoners. The mission which hadhad-

been

ha-

dean

had-

been

ha-

dean

had-

been

ha-

deanbeen instilled into every member of the commandmmandmad was ,
' . "

"KeepKeepttKetote" p on to the Objective"ObjectiveObjOb ectihectic ve"ve" . The officers of the battalbatta.fbattafBatabattal-

ion

battal-

ion

. ¬=
"

ion believed in pushing on while the going was good.goodgood.-

Thus

go-

od
good.-

Thus

go-

od
good.-

Thus

go-

od
.

Thus it was that the battalion commander found his comcom-com-

mand

com-

mand

com-

mand

¬-

mandMandy out of touch with friendly troops on the rightright-

and

right-

ed
right-

and

right-

ed
right-

and

right-

edand left and to his rear a body of Germans larger thanthan-

his

tha-

nks(55)55( ) IbidIbid.,. his force.force. (55)55(55)-

Two

55T-

wo

(55)-

Two

55T-

wo

(55)-

Two

55T-

wo

( )

Two officers who had been slightly wounded on thethe-

Cote

the-

cae
the-

Cote

the-

cae
the-

Cote

the-

caeCote de MaldahMalta reported after the operation that asas-

they

A-

shley

as-

they

A-

shley

as-

they

A-

shleythey were going to the rear over Hill 272 they metmet-

group

m-

etro

met-

group

m-

etro

met-

group

m-

etrogroup after group of GermansGe ansHans looking for someone to taketake-

them

ta-
ke

taket-

hem

ta-
ke

taket-

hem

ta-
kethem prisoners.prisoners. In a few minutes a total of two ofof-

ficers

of-ofof-

ficers

of-

ficers

¬-

ficersfilchers and over eighty men was collectedoollected and started toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe rearwithrarity, one officer at the hear and .thethe. other atat-

the

ba-

the

at-

the

ba-

the

at-

the

ba-

thethe rear ofor the column.columnoolumn.oolumn. Every wounded man reporting inin-

at

in-

apt

in-

attheaid
a-

nathema-- 'it'theitthelithe'at'it-'itit'theatettheatetat--the--aid-attheaid-theaterattheaidstationatheist- 'the-'thethe'the - aidatetate station brought in groups ofot Germans col-col001-001ool-oolcoolcol-

(56)

co-

l56

00-

1lected

ool-

(56)

oo-

l56

-

(56)56( ) Ibid.Ibid. lectedfleeced on the way.wayw . (56)56(56)-

The

56T-

he

(56)-

The

56T-

he

(56)-

The

56T-

he

( )

The battalion commanderoommander consultedconsul ted withwi th the CompanyCompany-

Commander

Comp-

anionate

Company-

Commander

Comp-

anionate

Compan-

yComander

Comp-

anionateCommanderComander Company D - who was the only other officerofficer-

present
offi-

cer
officer-

present
off-

icer
officer-

present
off-

icerpresent having previous combat experience-onexperienceon- the adad-

visability

ad-ad-ad-

vieability

ad-

visability

ad-

visability

¬-
"

visabilityvieabilityviability of further retirement to KillHillRill 272.27222.22? . ContactContac-

tpatrols

Con-
tact

Contac-

tpatrols

Con-
tact

Contac-

tpatrols

Con-
tactpatrols senteentevent to the right and left soonloon after the captureoapturecapture-

of

oapture-

ot

captu-
reofot the GateCateCarte dedo MaldahJIaldahMaltaHialeah hadhad.. not reported in after an abab-

sence

ab-abab-

lenoe

A-

bilene

ab-

eenoe

ab-

sence

¬-

sencelenoeeenoeSpenceleoneKeene ofot three hours.hours. The!he reported number ofot GermansGermaneGerman-

stwentyone

Germ-

antown
GeGerman-

etwentyone

Germ-

antown
ansHansans-

twentyone

ab-

stention---twenty-one---twentyone-- -twenty-onetwentyone- twentyo-

ner

twentyone-

that

twentyo-

ne'f

twentyo-

nef

twen-

ty

- - --

. . . _ ... . _ . . . . , _ , ,, , _ . ..vv ,
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in the rear did not increase the element of safetysafety.*. TheTh-

ebattalion

Te-

arstain
Th-

ebattalion

Te-

arstain
Th-

ebattalion

Te-

arstainbattalion commander planned to retire at once to thethe-

top

Th-

eo
the-

top

Th-

eo
the-

top

Th-

eotop of Hill 272the272 , the position of the battalion at noonnoo-

nthat

no-
nfat

noo-

nthat

no-
nfat

noo-

nthat

no-
nfatthat day.day., The Company Commander Company D offered obo-

bjection

ob-obo-

bjection'and

o-

bjectionand

o-

bjection
ob-

j

o-

b

¬-

jectionection'ectionjettisonsectionjection'andjectionandection'andectionandjettisonedsectionedj ' and a compromisecompromdae was effected.effected. Company D waswas-

to

wa-

ste

was-

to

wa-

ste

was-

to

wa-

steto hold the line of the ravine in its present positionposition-

and

position-

edand the composite company to withdraw to Hill 272.272. TheThe-

movement

Th-

eorem
The-

movement

Th-

eorem
The-

movement

Th-

eoremmovement had not begun when a runner reported that thethe-

13th

the-

18th

the-

18th13th18th InfantryInfant had reached the ravine now constitutconstitut-constituteconstitut-

ing

¬-

ingKing the front line of the battalion.battalion. Plans for retire-retireretire(-

57)Personal

retire-

57Personal

retire-

(5Personal
retire-

5Personal
retire(-

57)Personal

retire-

57Personal

-

(57)Personal57Personal(5Personal5Personal( ? ) mentmeant were then cancelled.(57)cancelled.57cancelled57cancelled(57)cancelled.(57)-
Exper

cancelled57E-xper
cancelled(57)-

Exper
cancelled.cancelled., (55( ? )

ExperExper-ExpertExper-
ience.
Exper-
ience
Exper-
ience.
Exper-
ience
Exper-
ience.
Exper-
ience

¬-
ience.ienceVince. Plans for the night were made by placing outguardsoutguardeoutwardscoutureoutguards-

of

outguarde-

of

outwar-
ds

coutur-
eof a squad each on the four sides of Company DandDandyD , and aa-

system

s-

ystem

a-

system

s-

ystem

a-

system

s-

ystemsystem ofof. . visiting patrols arranged between the positposit-posit-

ion

posit-

ion

posit-

ion

¬-

ion and the remainder of the battalion.battalionbattalion.-

At

battalio-
n

.

At dusk a line of GeGermaneGermansapparentlyans.apparentlyansapparentlyanapaest,. apparently unarmedunaLuna ed andand-

headed

man-

handled

and-

headed

man-

handled

and-

headed

man-

handledheaded towards SommeraneeSommeranceSomeoneSomeplace |, Was seen passing through thethe-

ravine

te-

rrain
the-

ravine

te-

rrain
the-

ravine

te-

rrainravine about three hundred yards to the right ofof-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offmanCompany D.D. Hasty plans to capture this group were disdis-die-diedaisdis-

carded

dis-

oarded

dis-

carded

die-

carded

dis-

carded

¬-

cardedoardedboarded when it was realized that a considerable portionportion-

of

portio-

nof the company would have to be used in the capturecapture-

and

captu-

reand that a guard would have to beb e sentsent-sentwisent-
withWi th

-

them toto-tothetote-
thethe-

rear.

the-

reat

the-

rear.

the-

reat

the-

rear.

the-

reatrear.rear. It was seen that the operationevenoperation, under thethe-

most

the-

rmos

the-

mOB

the-

rmo

the-

most

the-

rmosmostmOB t favorable conditionswouldoonditionewouldconditionsconditionoondiJoni t1ons , would so weaken the companycompan-

ythat

comp-
any

compan-

ythat

comp-
any

compan-

ythat

comp-
anythat their missionmdssion'mdssion ' of holding the right ofot the lineline-

might

lime-

light
line-

might

lime-

light
line-

might

lime-

lightmight be endangered.endangered. Word was sent to the right flankflank-

outguard

flank-

outguard

flank-

outguardoutguardoutward to let the group pass and about two hundredhundred-

Ge

hundr-
ed(57)57(5'7)( ' ) Ibid.Ibid., GermansGe an8 filedtiled back to their lines.lineslines.(5lines.5lines5. (57)57(57(57)-

Hb

57-
Hb

( ? )

Hb.00No. foodtoodstood had reached the battalion since the nightnight-

of

night-

ot

nig-
htofot OctoberOotober 8-989- when thetbetube kitchenkitohen cart had been met.met. HenKenMenHen-

were

He-

wer

Ken-

were

Ke-

ener

Men-

were

Me-

anerwere authorized to eat a box ofot hardbreadharboredha bread eacheaohLeah and oneone-

can

money-

changer

one-

oan

ne-

on

one-

oan

ne-

oncanoanDoan ofot meat fortortore two menmen.*., Many.anyany. ofot the men had eithereitbereithert-

wentytwo
eitbert-

wentytwo
eithert-

wentytwo-twenty-two---twentytwo---twenty-two------ twentytwo-

in

twent-

y

- - --



I

. . . . " .eateneaten" withoutii thothou permissiont.permissiont.t or did not want such rations.rationsrations.-

The

ratio-
ns

.,

The difficulty of control of the eating of reservereserve-

rations

reverbe-

rations

reserve-

rations

reverbe-

rations

reserve-

rations

reverbe-

rationsrations can be seen in the following example ; thethe-

Company

Et-

hiopian

the-

Company

Et-

hiopian

the-

Company

Et-

hiopianCompany Commander ofot Company D found a man eating resres-Reesres-

erve

res-

erve

res-

erve

¬-

ervenerve rations.rations. When asked whyhewhy, stated that he had gonegone-

through

gone-

through

gone-

throughthrough the discarded pack of a wounded man and waswa-

seating

ass-

enting

wa-

seating

ass-

enting

wa-

seating

ass-

entingeating the rations from it.it. In proof he showed the rere-

quired

re-rere-

quired

re-

quired

¬-

quiredquirked four boxes of hard bread and can of corned beef.beefbeef.-

During

bef-

ouling

beef.-

During

bef-

ouling

.,

During the night gas shells drenched the woods inin-

rear

li-

near

in-

rear

li-

near

in-

rear

li-

nearrear of the battalion.battalion. The walking sentries helped toto-

keep

t-
oke

to-

keep

t-
oke

to-

keep

t-
okekeep gas discipline during times when the wind blew onon-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

ontethe lines from the woods.woods. Gas disciplineatdiscipline, nightwithnightw1theightiethnightwith-

men

nightw1th-

men

eightie-
th

,

men burrowed in the ground and with no chance of usingusin-
glightsconsisted

using-

lights
sing-

ling
usin-

glightsconsistedlightsconsistedlightsomelights , consisted of the sentries walking up and downdown-

the

don-

ate

down-

the

don-

ate

down-

the

don-

atethe lines and feeling for men'smensmeans' faces here and there toto-

see

th-

ose

to-

see

th-

ose

to-

see

th-

osesee if masks were on.on. Then when masks were ordered offoff-

or

off-

er

off-

or

off-

er

off-

or

off-

eror on by the officer on duty they woke each man and toldtold-

him

to-
ld

told-

him

to-
ld

told-

him

to-
ldhim the order.order. Mustard gas in moderate concentrationconoentrationconcentration-

blew

conoentration-

blew

concentrat-
ionblew over the lines throughout the night.night. MasksKasksAsks werewere-

kept

we-

ek
were-

kept

we-

ek
were-

kept

we-

ekkept on for nearly two hours during one change of windwind-

direction.

ind-

irection

wind-

direction.

ind-

irection

wind-

direction.

ind-

irectiondirection.direction. No10 men were evacuated as&ss& gas casualtiescasualtiest-

hroughout
casu-

alties
casualtiest-

lirougnout

casu-
alties

casualtiest-

hroughout
casu-

altiesthroughouttlirougnout\tlirougnouttlirougnoutthll\, thisthllthis-hallthisengagement- engagement-engagement-

ngaffemgaffe ritBrit whichwhlch--whlchwhich--whlchpea1Cswhichspeakschickpeas-- speakspe-a1Cspea1Cs- well fortortore thisthis-

(58)Personal

this-

58Personal

this-

(58)Personal

this-

58Personal(58)Personal58Personal(5858( )Personal portion of their combat training.(58)training.58training58train1ng.(58)train1ng.58train1ng58training.(58)-
Exper

training58E-
xper

train1ng.(5-
8)er

train1ng5-
8er

training.training. (5858( )

ExperExper-ExpertExper-
ience.
Exper-
ience

er-erer-
lenoe.

A-
rlene

¬-
ience.iencelenoe.lenoeVinceleone., JustJU8t beforebetorebettor dark telephone connectionoonneotion was made betbet-bet-

ween

bet-

ween

bet-

wean

bet-

ween

¬-
,' weenweanwen the battalion and HeadquartersHeadqu&rHeadqurHeadquarter& ers 18th Infantry.Infantry. TheTh-

esignal

Te-

nsional

The-TheTh-

esignal

Te-

nsional

Th-

esignal

Te-

nsional

-

signal serge8ergeantbysergeantbysergeantantbyaunty, utilizing GermanGe an wireextendedwreathed, thethe-

line

he-

mline

the-

line

he-

mline

the-

line

he-

mlineline over fivetivetie hundred yards beyond the end of thethe-

American

th-

eatric
the.-

American

th-

eatric
the-

American

th-

eatricAmerican.American. wire.wire. Throughout'l'hroushoutlhroushout' ' the remainder of the engagementengagemen-

tthis

engagemen-

tthil

engagem-

entthisthilthinly sergeanterseantversant withwi th two assistants kept the line openope-

ntwentythree

pe-

nitently

ope-

ntwentythree

pe-

nitently

ope-

ntwentythree

pe-

nitently---twenty-three---twentythree--- twenty-threetwentythreetwentyth-

reeI

twentythree-

eaten

twen-

ty

- - - -

,
\

,
\, . . . .



except for brief intervals.intervals. As soonassons the line was broken ,

this sergeant with his detail would start out along thethe-

linethrough
t-

elnet
the-

linethrough
t-

elnet
the-

linethrough
t-

elnetlinethroughlinnet, shellinggasshel11nggasshelling, or darkness until the break waswas-

found

ast-

ound

was-

found

ast-

ound

was-

found

ast-

oundfound and repaired.repaired. This line was of great value to thethe-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstainbattalion commander in keeping Regimental HeadquartersHeadquarters-

18th18th InfantryInfant informedinfo ed of the situation at all times.timestimes.-

Had

times-

hare

times.-

Had

times-

hare

times.-

Had

times-

hare

.

Had the telephone not been in order many of the messagesmessages-

could

messa-
ges

messages-

could

messa-
ges

messages-

could

messa-
gescould not have reached higher headquarters ( a distance ofof-

one

Bo-

one

of-

one

Bo-

one

of-

one

Bo-

oneone and one half miles ) in time to be of value.value. This apap-

plied

ap-apap-

plied

ap-

plied

¬-

plied particularly to artillery observation and requests

(59)59( ) Test-TestTestforTestifier- for artilleryartillearticle fire.(59)fire.59fire59fire(59)fire.(59)i-
mony

fire59im-ony
fire.(59)i-

mony
fire59im-ony fire(59)i-

mony
fire59im-ony ., ( )

imonysimony MaJ.MaJMaMaJ-

.C.W.Ryder.
Maj-

.C.W.Byder.
Maj-

.C.W.Ryder.
.

C.W.Ryder.CWRyderC.W.Byder.CWByderWryer. . . At 9:00900: PM the first lieutenant commanding thethe-

train

ter-

rain
the-

train

ter-

rain
the-

train

ter-

raintrain of the Machine Gun Company 16th InfantryInfant arrivedarrived-

at
arrive-

dat Hill 272reorganized, the machine gun platoon there ,

and reported by runner to the battalion commander.commander. TheTh-

eBattalion

Te-

arstain
Th-

eBattalion

Te-

arstain
Th-

eBattalion

Te-

arstainBattalion Commander instructed him to remain in positionposition-

(60)Test.

positio-

n60Test(60)60(60)-Test.60Test.(60)60Test.Test( ) .Test-.TestTest.-.Testontesting-. on the hill where orders for relief on October found'found' him.(60)him.60him60him.(60)i-
mony

him60i-
mony

him.him. (60)60(60)-
imony

60i-
mony

(60)-
imony

60i-
mony

( )

imonysimony Capt.CaptCaputCapt-
.J.Wheelin.

Capt-
.J.Wheelin.

Capt-
.J.Wheelin.

.
J.Wheelin.JWheelinWheeling. . The Second BrigadewhileBr1gadewhileBrigade, not in liasionlias10nliaison with thethe-

First

th-

eirs
the-

Firat

th-

eir
the-

First

th-

eirsFirstFiratFrat Battalion 16th InfantryhadInfantry.hadInfantry,. reachedreaohed the line in thethe-

Bois

the-

ories

the-

Bois

the-

ories

the-

Bois

the-

oriesBois de RomagneRomance even with the line on the Cote de MaldahMalta ,

(6lHistlst.6lHistlst.6lHistlst(61)Hist.lst.61Histlst.61Histlst( ) ,. . by dark on OctoberOotober 9.(61)9.619619(61)9.9., (61)61( ) Throughout the remainder ofof-
Div.

of-
D1v.

of-
D1v

of-
Div.Div.DivD1v.D1v. p.p.
210.210210 ., this phase of the Meuse-ArgonneMeuseArgonneMuseJargoned-- the open plain betweenbetween-

the

betwe-
enthe Cote de MaldahualdahMaltaKuala and the Bois de RomagneRomance was unoccupiedunoccupied-

by

unoccupi-

edby American troops.troops., Thishis! thousand yard gap was coveredooveredcovered-

by

oovered-

by

cover-

edby firetire fromtromtromp the platoon of the First Battalion 16th InfInt-IntInf-InfoDintInf-

antry

Int-

(62)est

In-

t62est

Inf-

antry

¬-

antrygantryt17 to the right ofot thethe.,. Cote de MaldahKaldahMaltaKayla and the 28th28th-

(62)Test

28t-

h62Test

28th-

Intan

28th-

(62)Test.

28t-

h62Test(62)Test-(62)Test62Test(62)est-(62)est62est(62)Test.62Test.(62)TestInfantry62TestInfantry(62)esti-
mony

62esti-
mony

( ) ! -. InfantryIntanInstant try in the BoisBoiBoils de Romagne.(62)Romagne.62Romagne62Romagne.(62)-
imony

Romagne62i-
mony

Romagne.RomagneRomance. (6262( 62 )

imonysimonyimony-
Capt.O
imony-
Capt.
mono-
carp
imony-
Cap
mono-
carpCapt.OCaptOCapt.CaptCatOCaputCap t.G.tG. .JI.JI+.X$.J-

I.Butler
*. On OotoberOctober 10 at 7AM7AK: CompanyCompan1 DwithWithD , wi th the remainingremaining-

Butler remai-ning LL-

Butler
B-

utler L-/LL-

of

L-

oaf

-/Butler ;

PersonalPerlonal one platoon of Company C0 , movedmOTedmOTe forward to the top of thethe-
Experience

te-
mperance

the-

twentytour

H-

ewlett

the-
lzperienoe h-elper' Experiencelzperienoezippering_enenoeenvenomed

---twenty-tour--twentytour--twenty-four---four- - - twenty-fourtwentyfourtwentyfour-

except

twentytour-

except

- -.--

/



Cote de MaldahMalta and took position on the sheltered reversereverse-

slope.

rever-
ses

reverse-

slope.

rever-
ses

reverse-

slope.

rever-
sesslope.slope. One platoon of Company DunderUnder, an officer , was sentsent-

to

San-

to

sent-

to

San-

to

sent-

to

San-

toto occupy the right hill of the Cote de MaldahfourMadhouseMaldahMalta , four hun-

dred

hunhun-hun-

dred

hun-

dred

¬-

dreddared yards northeast of the other platoon and companycompan-

yheadquarters

compan-

yheadquarters

compan-

yheadquartersheadquarters on the left hill of the Cote de Maldah.MaldahMalta. AnA-

nobserving

U-

nobserving

A-

nobserving

U-

nobserving

A-

nobserving

U-

nobservingobserving force of one squad was placed in the artilleryartilleryc-

over
artill-

erycover trenchesdugtrenchedtrenches , dug "byby" the GermansonGermans, the forward slopeslope-

of

slop-

eof the hill.hill. This forcewhileforceforce , while able to see over the entireentire-

slope

entr-
esol

entire-

slope

entr-
esol

entire-

slope

entr-
esolslope past SommeranceaSommeranceSomeplace, a distance of about one thousandthousand-

yardswas
thou-

sand
thousand-

yardswas
thou-

sand
thousand-

yardswas
thou-

sandyardswasyards, of little assistance in locating enemy artilleryartillerya-

nd
artillerym-

an
artillearticleartillea-

nd
Antille-

anand machine gun positions.positions. They were shelled day and nightnight-

but

nig-
ht

night-

but

nig-
ht

night-

but

nig-
htbut could not tell the origin of the fire.fire. The compositecomposite-

companywith

com-
posite

composite-

companywith

com-
posite

composite-

companywith

com-
positecompanywithcompany, Battalion HeadquartersremainedHeadquartersHeadquarters , remained in the woodswood-

sabout

wo-
ods

wood-

sabout

wo-
ods

wood-

sabout

wo-
odsabout one hundred yards north of the draw between Hill

(63)63( ) Test-TestTesti-
monyTest272- 272 and the Cote de Maldah.(63)Maldah.63Maldah63Maldah.(63)-

Following

Maldah63F-

ollowing

Maldah.(63)i-
mony

Maldah63i-
mony

. ( )

imonysimonyimony-
Maj.C.W.
imony-
MSJ.C.W.
imony-
MaJ.C.W.Maj.C.W.MajCWMSJ.C.W.MSJCWMacawMOSCOW. . . Following instructions received by telephone a patrolpatrol-
Hyder

pat-
rol

patrol-
Ryder

pat-
rol

patrol-
Ryder

pat-
rolHyderRyderHyde ;

Personal was sent out from Company D soon after the company arrivedarrived-
Experience

arrived-
Bxperience

arrived-
ExperienceExperienceBxperience:

on the Cote de MaldahonMald8honMarathon, October 10.10. This patrol consistedoonsistedconsisted-

of

oonsisted-

of

consiste-

dof a corporal and his squad.squad. Theyey were ordered to advanceadvance-

to

advan-
ceto the line of SommeraneeSommeranceSomeoneSomeplace and to hold the line until rere-

lieved.

re-

lieved

re-rere-

lieved.

re-

lieved

re-

lieved.

re-

lieved

¬-

lieved.lievedleaved. As there oouldcouldGould be no further movement on the plainplain-

without

Lat-
inist

plain-

without

Lat-
inist

plain-

without

Lat-
inistwithout drawing firethisfirths, meant that the position must bebe-

held

be-

held

be-

heldheld till darkness.darkness. The patrol advancedadvanoed from one cover toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe next by singlelingleingle men and reached the Ravine du GrasfauxGrafGrasfaux-

and

GrasfGrafGrasf-

and

Grassl-

andand dug in.in. It was shelled throughoutthroughout-thethe*- the rest of the day.dayday.-

At

da-

y
dday.-

At

da-

y
.

At dark two squads were sent out to relieve themthem.*., InIn-

spite

In-

spire

In-

spite

In-

spire

In-

spite

In-

spirespite of the heavy fire the patrol had drawn in advancing ,

and the continuousshellingcontinuous.hellingcontinuoushellingcontinuousehellingcontinuous. of the daythedateday , the entire squadsquad-

t

squa-

t

squad-

returned

qua-

rteredt* returned to the company.companyoompany.oompany. The corporaloorporal waswalwail able to pointpoint-

out

print-

out

point-

out

print-

out

point-

out

print-

outout on the map the approximate locationlooation ofat two machinemachin-

etwentyfive

mac-

hinate

machin-

etwentyfive

mac-

hinate

machin-

etwentyfive

mac-

hinate. ---twenty-five---twentyfive--- twenty-fivetwentyfivetwentyfiveJS-

SZT

twentyfi-

vec

twen-

ty
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t
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guns and indefinitelyindetintelyindefintely$, a battery of light artilleryartillery.*. ThisThis-

information

This-

information

This-

informationinformation was transmitted to Battalion Headquarters ,

with the coordinate location of enemy positions.positions. Fire waswa-

srequested

wa-

srequested

wa-

srequestedrequested on the indicated points.points. Supporting artilleryartilleryp-

laced
artill-

ery
artilleryp-

laced
artill-

ery
artilleryp-

laced
artill-

eryplaced fire on these points on October 1111.11,. It was found ,

after thisthis.. artillery.artillery. concentration that the movement ofof-

even

fe-

rvent

of-

even

fe-

rvent

of-

even

fe-

rventeven single men on the forward slope of the CoteCateCarte dede-

Maldah

d-

ermal

de-

Maldah

d-

ermal

de-

Maldah

d-

ermalMaldahMalta drew just as heavy artillery and machine gun firefire-

as

fir-
esas before.before. Hence it was believed that the coordinate lo-lo10-10lo-

(64)Testimony

lo-

64Testimony

10-

(64)Testimony

10-

64Testimony

lo-

(64)Testimony

lo-

64Testimony

-

(64)Testimony64Testimony( ) cationcaption furnished the artillery was not accurate.(64)accurate.64accurate64accurate.(64)-
Maj.C.W

accurate64-
MajCW

accurate.accurateaccurate.(64)M-
aj.C.W.

accurate64-
MajCW

. (64)64(64)-
Maj

64-
Maj

( )

Maj.C.WMajCWMaj.C.W.MacawMajMaMaj.C.-
W.1derPer
MajC-
W1derPer

. C .W ,.
. ItyderjPer-ItyderjPer1derPer-1derPerItyderjPerThederPerThe1derPerThedepletederPer-derPerdeeper; - The forward slope of the Cote de MaldahMalta was heavilyheavily-

sonal
heav-ily heavily-

sonal
heav-ily heavily-

s
heavil-

ysonalovalzonals ExEx-Ex-

perience
Ex-

perience.
Ex-

perience
Ex-

perience.
Ex-

perience
¬-

perienceperience.prince,. shelled during the afternoon of October 10.10. HowitzerHowitze-

rshells

Howit-
zers

Howitze-

rshells

Howit-
zers

Howitze-

rshells

Howit-
zersshells landing on the position of Company D inflictedinflicted-

many

inflict-
ed

inflicted-

many

inflict-
ed

inflicted-

many

inflict-
edmany casualtiescasualties.. During this bombardment a man crossingcrossing-

an

crossin-
gan open space at the edge of the position occupied byby-

Company

sy-

cophancy

by-

Company

sy-

cophancy

by-

Company

sy-

cophancyCompany D waswas.waswas.hit.washout
., hit.hit. BothothGoth legs were brokenonebrokennessbroken , one arma brokenbroken-

and

brake-
man

broken-

and

brake-
man

broken-

and

brake-
manand numerous wounds in the chest felled him.him. The naturenature-

of

natu-
reof his wounds made it impossible to move him to a sheltshelt-Sheltonshelt-

ered

shelt-

ered

shelt-

ered

¬-

erederred position.positionpos ! tion.tionion. The Company Commander of Company D calledcalled-

for
call-

ed
called-

for
call-

ed
called-

for
call-

edfor the two Medical Men attached to the company.company. TheTh-

eentire

Th-

eatre
Th-

eentire

Th-

eatre
Th-

eentire

Th-

eatreentire company relayed the call with no resultaalthoughresu1tsalthouresultsalthoughresultantresultaalthough-

the

resultsalthough-

the

, 11-

thethe exposed position of the wounded man was easily seenseen-

from

seaf-

ront

seen-

from

seaf-

ront

seen-

from

seaf-

rontfrom the fox-holesfoxholes- of the entire company.company. The CompanyCompany-

Commander

Comp-

anionate

Company-

Commander

Comp-

anionate

Company-

Commander

Comp-

anionateCommander of Company D was then forced to dress the woundswounds-

of

woun-

dsof this man under the heavy bombardment of the position.positionposition.-

After

posit-
ion

position.-

After

posit-
ion

position.-

After

posit-
ion

.

After the shelling had ceased the two Medical Corps menme-

nappeared

me-

andered

me-

nappeared

me-

andered

me-

nappeared

me-

anderedappeared and reenforcedreentorcedreinforcedreentered the dressings.dressings. On.OnOn.beingOnbeingOn..beingObeying. . ,.being questionquestion-question-

ed

¬-
,vW

ed relative to their absence when calledcall.ed. for they statedstated-

they

stat-
ed

stated-

they

stat-
ed

stated-

they

stat-
edthey had neither heard the yelling of the wounded manthementhemanthe-

calls
Mant-

eca
man , thethe-

calls
h-

ealscalls0&)18018&) of the companyoompoomph ny for them nor had they seen the manman-

wounded.

ann-

ounced

man-

wounded.

ann-

ounced

man-

wounded.

ann-

ouncedwounded.wounded. TheseThes two men were strangers in the companyoompanyoompan-

ytwentysix

comp-

artments

compan-

ytwentyei

comp-

artmenttwenty-six---twentysix---twenty-six---twentyei4n---twenty-eitwentyei- -- twentysix-

guns

twentys-

ixf

twentys-

ixIi

twen-

ty
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f
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having been attachedstta.chedsttachedettachedstanched. just prior to the attackattMatt ickDick of OctoberCctoberOctober-

(65)Personal

Octobe-

r65Personal

Cctober-

(65)Personal

Cctobe-

r65Personal(65)Personal65Personal(6565( ) Personal 9.165)9.16591659.(65J9.65J965J9,165)9.165)-
Exper

9165E-
xper

9.(65J-
Exper

965JE-
xper

9,165)-
Exper

9165E-
xper

., ( )

ExperExper-ExpertExper-
ience.
Exper-
ience
Exper-
ience.
Exper-
ience
Exper-
ience.
Exper-
ience

¬-
ience.ienceVince. GermanGe an airplanes were overhead throughout the day.dayday-

.Several

day-

.Several

day-

.Several

.

Several times a group of tv/otvotwo/ or three swooped over thethe-

hill
th-

rill
the-

hill
th-

rill
the-

hill
th-

rillhill and dropped small bombs.bombs. No casualties resultedresulted-

as

resulte-

das all missiesmisslesmissiles fell wide of the company position.position. ThroughThrough-Through-

out

¬-

out the three-daythreeday- occupation of the hill German airplanesairplanes-

were

airpla-
nes

airpair anesDanes

were never molested by either anti-aircraftantiaircraft- fire or byby-

allied
b-

alled(66)66( ) Ibid.Ibid., allied aircraft.(66)aircraft.66aircraft66aircraft.(66)-

Ration

aircraft66R-

ation
aircraft.aircraft. (66)66(66(66)-

Ration

66-
Ration

( )

Ration carrying details were sent to the rearrea.r. onon-

October

m-

onotone

on-

October

m-

onotone

on-

October

m-

onotoneOctober 10 and brought up the only food furnished duringduring-

the

duri-
ngthe active portion of this engagement.engagement. This meal consistconsist-consist-

ed

¬-

ed of two meat sandwiches and a cup of cold coffee.coffeecoffee.-

All

coff-
ee

coffee.-

All

coff-
ee

coffee.-

All

coff-
ee

.

All officers of the battalion were assembled at batbat-bat-

talion

bat-

ta110n

bat-

talion

¬-

talionta110ntalon headquarters on the morning of October 11.11. TheTh-

eBattalion

Te-

arstain
Th-

eBattalion

Te-

arstain
Th-

eBattalion

Te-

arstainBattalion Commander readrea.d. an attack order to them whichwhich-

provided

which-

provided

which-

providedprovided that ;

1.1. Patrols would be pushed out from each front linelinec-

ompejiy

inc-

ome
linec-

ompany

lin-
esman

linec-

ompany

lin-
esmancompejiycompanycomplexity to the Line of Exploitation.Exploitation.

22.2,. If resistance was encountered the patrols wouldwoul-

dretire

wo-

uld
woul-

dreti're

woul-

dretire

wo-

uld
woul-

dretire

wo-

uldretirereti're' and artillery fire would be placed on known enemyenem-

ylocations.

gener-

alizations

enem-

ylocations.

gener-

alizations

enem-

ylocations.

gener-

alizationslocations.locations.

3.3. "AfterAfter" artillery preparations were completed thethe-

patrols

th-

eatres
the-

patrols

th-

eatres
the-

patrols

th-

eatrespatrols would again advance and if resistance is stillstille-

ncountered

sto-
necutter

stille-

ncountered

sto-
necutter

stille-

ncountered

sto-
necutterencountered more artilleryartiMarti leryleery preparation would be demanded.demanded. "

4.44.n. n" IF NECESSARY THE DIVISION COMMANDERCOMUMERCONSUMER WILL ORDERORDER-

A

ORDE-

RA ROLLING BARRAGE TO BE PUT DOWN AND AN ASSAULT BY THETHE-

INFANTRY

TE-

NANT

THE-

INFANTRY

TE-

NANT

THE-

INFANTRY

TE-

NANTINFANTRY TO TAKEAKEAK! THE TRENCH SYSTEM ( south of LandresLanders

(67)6767)(66( ? ) F.0.32F0.32F032F.O.32FO.32FO32. .# , et St.GeorgesStGeorgesSteerages. ) . (67)67(67-
)let

67-
let

(66(67-
)let

67-
let

( ? )

letlIt Div.Div.
1918.1918. The receipt of this order had a most depressingdepressing-

twentyseven

depr-
essing
depressing-

twenty

depres-

sing

-/
---twenty-seven---twentyseven---twenty-twenty- - - twenty-BtwentyBtwentyseven-

r

twent-
y

twentyaeventwenty- aeven---aeveneveneven-eveneven-

having

heeh-

awing

- --

r
l , .

t.tt.r.

r

t
t.t



effect on the officers of the battalion.battalion. They had seen thethe-

failure

h-
ealer

the-

failure

h-
ealer

the-

failure

h-
ealerfailure of the rolling barrage in protecting the infantryinfantryf-

rom
infan-

try
infantinfantf-

rom
infa-

ntfrom long range machine gun and artillery fireinfibrin the assaultassault-

on

assaulti-

ngon Hill 272.272. The failure of artillery concentrations onon-

more

ho-

nored

on-

more

ho-

nored

on-

more

ho-

noredmore or lessleas definitelydefinately'definatelydefindefine telyely:
' located enemy positionsposiposit tionsions nearnear-

Sommerance

fea-
rsome

near-

Sommerance

fea-
rsome

near-

Sommerance

fea-
rsomeSommeranceSomeplace was apparent.apparent. The universal opinion was thatthat-

a

tha-

ta solid curtain of steel was needed to protect the infantry
( in case a general assault was ordered ) and not a thinthin-

line

time-

line

thin-

line

time-

line

thin-

line

time-

lineline of exploding shellsfallingshellsshells , falling a few hundred feet in frontfront-

(68)Personal

front-

68Personal

front-

(68)Personal

front-

68Personal

front-

of

front-

on(68)Personal68Personal(6868( ) PersonalPersonal-
Exper
Person-
able

of their lines.lines. (68)68(68)-
Exper

68E-
xper

(68)-
Exper

68E-
xper

(68)-

Prior

68-

Prior

( )

ExperExper-ExpertExper-
ience.
Exper-
ience
Exper-
ience.
Exper-
ience
Exper-
ience

¬-
ience.ienceVinceienceVince ., Prior to the assault on October 9 information hadhad-

been

ha-

dean

had-

been

ha-

dean

had-

been

ha-

deanbeen given by the Company Commander of Company D to hishis-

men

His-

manal

his-

men

His-

manal

his-

men

His-

manalmen that on reaching the Cote de MaldahMalta no further advanceadvance-

would

adva-
nce

advance-

would

adva-
nce

advance-

would

adva-
ncewould be made.made. This information was given in good faith.faithfaith.-

The

fai-
th

faith.-

The

fai-
th

.,

The officer concerned either misinterpreted the verbalverbal-

attack

ver-
bal

verbal-

attack

ver-
bal

verbal-

attack

ver-
balattack order of the Battalion Commander or had been mismis-milsmis-

informed.

mis-

informed

mis-

info

misi-

nform

mis-

informed

¬-

informed.informedinfo ed.ed., The news that the Cote de MaldahMalta was the finalfinal-

objective

final-

objectiveobjective had been passed from one company to another andand-

played

en-

dplate

and-

played

en-

dplate

and-

played

en-

dplateplayed a major part in the desire ofot all to get to thethe-

final

ter-

minal

the-

final

ter-

minal

the-

final

ter-

minalfinal objective as quickly as possible.possible. Company commanderscommanders-

were

command-

eerswere now seemingly going back on their word.word. The men ,

while apparently disappointedwentdisappointed, about theirthei preparat-preparatreparat-reparatpreparationreparationpreparat-

(69)

prepara-

t69

preparat-

(69)

prepara-

t69

reparat-

ion

-
'

(69)69( )
. Ibid.IbidIbtd.IbtdIt'd. ion for the assault as usual.(69)usual.69usual69u8ual.(69)u8ual.69u8ual69usual.(69)-

A

usual69-
A

u8ual.(69)-

A

u8ual69-
A

usual.usual. (69)69(69)-

A

69-
A

( )

A patrol of one squad was sent forward from CompanyCompany-

D

Compan-

yD over the top of the Cote de Maldah.MaldahUaldah.UaldahMaltaKuala. It received such aa-

hail

a-

ha
a-

hail

a-

ha
a-

hail

a-

hahail of artillery and machine gun fire that it was ob-obob-

vious

ob-

(70)

o-

b70

ob-
A

o-
b

ob-

vious

-
A*.

viousvinous that an attack in formationbyformationfo tionbytiny, companyoompany or battalion ,

(70)70( ) Ibid.Ibid., would be broken up within a few minutes.(70)minutes.70minutes70minuteminutes.minutes . (70)70( ) This informationinformation-

was

informati-
on

1nfo ationactionation-

was

natio-

nalswas eentsentevent by telephonetelepsteep oDe to the Headquarters 18th Infantry ,

* and artilleryart111e firetire was placedplaoed on the supposed enemyenem-

ytwentyeight

enemyenem-

ytwentyeisht

enem-

ytwentyeight---twenty-eisht---twentyeisht---twenty-eight---eightdeist--- twenty-eighttwentyeighttwentyeight-

effect

twentyei-

sht'l

twentye-

ishtl

twent-

ies

- - --

::

,'ll'
,

,

.

'

.

:

'
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positionspositions.,. A second patrol then advanced over the samesame-

ground

cam-

pground

same-

ground

cam-

pground

same-

ground

cam-

pgroundground and drew as heavyifheavy, not heavierfireheavierheavier.heavier ,. fire than the first.firstfirst.-

This
fir-

st
first.-

This
fir-

st
first.-

This
fir-

st
.

This information was also sent to Regimental HeadquartersHeadqua.rtersHeadquarters-

18th

Headqua.rters-

18th

.

18th Infantry by wire.wire. With it was sent the recommendationrecommendation-

of

recommendation.-

of

recommendati-
onof.of-of.- the Battalion Commander that an attack by the battalionbattalion-

(71Test
battalion-

71Test
battalion(-

71)Test
battalion-

71Test
battalion(-

71)Test
battalion-

71Test(71Test-(71Test71Test(71)Test-(71)Test(71Testwith71Testwith(71)Testwith( }) - with a rolling barrage be not attempted.(71)attempted.71attempted71attempted.attempted. (71)71( ) While wait-waitwaiti-
mony

avi-
ation

wait1-
mony

waiti-
mony

avi-
ation

-
imony1monysimony Maj.MajMaMa-
j.C.W.Kyder.ing

Maj.-

C.W.
Maj .

C.W.Kyder.ingCWKyderingC.W.CWO.W.1OW.1OW1. . yder.yderRyderder.ingderingdaring. ingKing for action on this recommendation plans were made forfor-

an

or-

an

for-

an

or-

an

for-

an

or-

anan attack behind a rolling barrage in case such ordersorders-

were

ord-
ers

orders-

were

ord-
ers

orders-

were

ord-
erswere issued.issued. A telephone message calling off the attackattack-

in

attacki-

ngin force restoredtorestored, to some extenttheextentextent , the shaken confidence

(72)72( ) Personal of the officers and men in their Divisional Staff.(72)Staff.72Staff72Staff.(72)-
Diary.

Staff72D-
iary

staff.staff. (72)72(72)-
Diary.

72-
Diary

(72)-
Diary.

72-
Diary

( )

Diary.Diary.
During the afternoon of October 10 a Red Cross ManMa-

nbrought

Mar-

lborough

Man-

bro

Ma-

mbo

Ma-

nbrought

Mar-

lboroughbroughtbro ghtht several copies of the Paris Edition of the ChiChi-Chi-

cago

Chi-

cago

Chi-

cago

¬-

cagocargo Herald up to the position.position. The principal news waswas-

the

wa-

ste

was-

the

wa-

ste

was-

the

wa-

stethe capitulation of Austria-HungaryAustriaHungary- and the probabilityprobability-

of

probabili-
tyof an early armistice.armisticearmdstice.armdstice. This news soon spread throughoutthroughout-

the

through-
outthe battalion and men were openly discussing their chanceschances-

of

chanc-
esof getting through the war if they survived this lastlastp-

ush.

plat-

ypus

lastp-

ush.

plat-

ypus

lastp-

ush.

plat-

ypuspush.push. The receipt of attack orderswhichorders, gave such forefore-fore-

bodings

fore-

bodings

fore-

bodings

¬-

bodings of disaster for the battalion and such small chanceschances-

of

chanc-

es(73)73( ) IbidIbid.,. of successdepressedsuccessiveness, all(73)all73811.(73)811.7381173all.(73)all.73811.(73-

)Early4n

81173-
Early4n

,. ( )

--- ----- -- _---,'----- Sarly-inSarlyin--Early4nEarly4nSally- -Early4nthey-yynythethe-- n the-the- aftemoon-ofaftemoonofafternofafternoonaf-t&rn&aft&rn&trnaft-e-rnafterntarn- &- - & n---nnf----ofof-- f October 1111-lthe11thelathel-l- the platoon comcom-com-

mander

com-

mander

com-

mander

¬- _

mandermaunder and the platoon from the right flank arrived inin-

rear

li-

near

in-

rear

li-

near

in-

rear

li-

nearrear of the Cote de Maldah.Maldahualdah.ualdahMaltaKuala. The Platoon Commander stated ,

in explanation of his unauthorized actionthatactionaction , that he had beenbeen-

shelled

been-

shelled

been-

shelledshelled out of his position and that to stay there wouldwoul-

ddestroy

lou-
dest

woul-

ddestroy

lou-
dest

woul-

ddestroy

lou-
destdestroy his commandthecommand.'hecommandhecommandcommandedcommand.command,. 'thethe' ' Company Commander of Company DD-

stated

S-

tated

D-

Itated

D-

ictated

D-

stated

S-

tatedstatedItatedTatted : " He had me at a disadvantage in that I had nevernever-

twentynine

never-

twentynine---twenty-nine---twentynine---twenty--nine------ twenty-ninetwentyninetwentynine-

positions.

twentynine-

positions

twentynine-

f

twent-

y

-- - - -

f



been over to inspect his position.position. I was at fault there.therethere.-

I

therei-

n

.

I was tempted to send him back again but realized that thethe-

hardship

he-

adship
the-

hardship

he-

adship
the-

hardship

he-

adshiphardship would fall on the men and not allall.. on the PlatoonPlatoonC-

ommander

Pla-
tonic

PlatoonC-

ommander.

PlatoonC-

ommander

Pla-
tonicCommanderCommander.,. Just prior to nisaisanisaids,is arrival I received word thatthat-

we

thaw-

edwe were to be relieved by the Forty Second Division thatthat-

(74)Personal

that-

74Personal

that-

(74)Personal

that-

74Personal(74)Personal74Personal4)Personal4Personal( ? ) nightsonightsnight , so I let him stay.(74)stay.74stay74stay.(74)-
Diary

stay74D-
iary

Btstay.(74)D-
iary.

stay74D-
iary

. ". ( ?4)44)-

Diary.
4-

Diary
)

DiaryDiary.,..
The battalion was relieved by two battalions of thethe-

Forty

th-
eory

the-

Forty

th-
eory

the-

Forty

th-
eoryForty Second Division before dark on October 11.11. CompaniesCompanies-

were

Compa-

nieswere formed in single file and marched to the battalionbattaliona-

ssembly
batta-

lions
battaliona-

ssembly
batta-

lions
battaliona-

ssembly
batta-

lionsassembly point behind Hill 272.272. The active participationparticipation-

of

participatio-

nof the First Battalion 16th Infantry in the Second PhasePhase-

(75)Personal

Phas-

e75Personal
4

(75)Personal75Personal5)Personal5Personal(7575( ? ) Personal of the Meuse-ArgonneMeuseArgonneMuseJargoned- was ended.(75)ended.75ended75ended.(75).-
experience.

ended75e-
xperience

ended.(75)l-
iXPel

ended75li-
XPel

ended.ended. (7575( )

.experience.experiencezxperience.zxperienceliXPellibel. ! ienceVince .

GAINS AND LOSSESLOSSES-

The

Loss-
es

LOSSES-

The

Loss-
es

LOSSES-

The

Loss-
esThe First Battalion 16th InfantryInfant captured and heldheld-

the

hea-

lth

held-

the

hea-

lth

held-

the

hea-

lththe key position blocking the advance of the First DivDiv-Div-

ision

Div-

ision

Div-

ision

¬-

isionvision to the Corps Objective.Objective. This operation allowed thethe-

Second

th-

ereon

the-

Second

th-

ereon

the-

Second

th-

ereonSecond Brigade to advance to the Corps Objective and thethe-

advance

he-

adache

the-

advance

he-

adache

the-

advance

he-

adacheadvance of the Second Brigade in turn allowed the Thirty-ThirtyThirty-

second

Th-
irty

Thirty-

second

Th-
irty

Thirty-

second

Th-
irty

-

second Division on its right to continue the advance.advanceadvance.-

The

advan-

ce
.

The battalion captured over four hundred prisoners.ltprisonersltprisoners.prisonersprisoners.ItprisonersItprisoners.l-

tsjt
prisoners.It-

lost
prison-

ers
. ItIt-

lost

Li-

ttlestlostsjtst ttentenoffisendofftenoffiksendoffjiffliier8_. ff--1.cersff1.cersff1.cers1cers- - . .---k-k- --k-1-l-ledk1lledkedk1lledand441- - - and"uunc1eanduunc1e-and--woundeandwoundeedandwoundewoundeddeadwoodedd -and-and--"uunc1eaifauunc1eaifaandwoundearillandownerm ---"uunc1euunc1e" --aifaaifa-arilarilHaifa- - nearly four hun-hunhun-

(76)

hu-

n76

hun-

dred

hun-

(76)

hu-

n76

-- '----
(76)7616)16( ' ) Hist.HistBiat.BiatHeistBaitBiat.-

16th
Biat-

16th
., dreddared men killed and wounded.(76)wounded.76wounded76wounded.wounded. (76)76( ) Its losses108ses were highhigh-

16th
high-

16th16th Inf.InfInt.IntInfoDintInf.-
p.

Int.-
p.

.,
p.p. 5858.58,. but not out of proportion to the magnitude of the tasktask-

accomplished.

task-

accomplished.

task-

accomplished.accomplished.accomplished.

---thirty---thirty-- - thirtythirty-

L

thirt-

y

thirty-

been

thirt-

een

th1 rty---rtyartyrty.-

v

art-

y

- - -

.1---.1
.

. . . . . . . ... __ _ . , . . .
. . . . . . , - . . --- . .-(

. .
. . . . . . . . , . _ . '

- - - - -

. . , ,
.vv..L

.
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ANALYSIS A1JDAND CRITICISMCRITICISM-

In

Criticis-

mIn the analysis and criticism of the operationviewedoperationoperationviewedf-

rom
operati-

on
,

from the standpoint of results gaineditgainedgained , i t is found that thethe-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstainbattalion took its objectives within the timetinge limit andand-

was

pan-

das

and-

was

pan-

das

and-

was

pan-

daswas capable of further attack.attack. Its mission was accomplishaccomplish-accomplishe-

d.

accomplish-

ed

¬-

ed.ed. Yethowever, great the deedanddeeded, the results gained ,

this attack viewed from the standpoint of tactical pro-propro-

ceedure

pro-

cedure

pro-

ceedure

pro-

cedure

pro-

ceedure

pro-

cedure

-

ceedurecedar was far from a model.model. It is the opinion of thethe-

author

he-

ather
the-

author

he-

ather
the-

author

he-

atherauthor that the success of the First Battalion 16th InfInf-InfoInf-

antry

Inf-

antry

Inf-

antry

¬-

antrygantry was due to fortunate weather conditions and in aa-

lesser

l-

esser
a-

lesser

l-

esser
a-

lesser

l-

esserlesser degree the individual initiative and bravery ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe officersnon-commissionedofficersnoncommissionedofficers, - officers and privates ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe command.commandcommand.-

The

Comm-

and

.

The night marches of October 7-878- and 8-9in89in- , whichwhich-

the

whi-
ch

which-

the

whi-
ch

which-

the

whi-
chthe battalion moved across broken ground and steep gulliesgullies-

under

gull-
ies

gullies-

under

gull-
ies

gullies-

under

gull-
iesunder adverse conditions of total darkness and wet softsoft-

groundresulted

soft-

groundresulted

soft-

groundresultedgroundresultedgrounders, in the battalion arriving at the desigdesig-designdesig-

nated

desig-

nated

desig-

nated

¬-

natedmated point at the proper time.timettme.ttmetm. Credit is given to thethe-

system

th-

eists
the-

system

th-

eists
the-

system

th-

eistssystem of having the battalion halt after crossing obob-

stacles

ob-obob-

stacles

ob-

stacles

¬-

staclesstales until all units reformedandreformedreforefreformededanddandy; and the employment ofof-

helpersstationed

of-

helpen

of-

helpers-helpenhelpenhelpershelen
-
helpersstationedhelpers, stationed at difficultdifficiideificposTIonstpcitOnspoTIonstycoonspoBoB) !one orofor thethe terrain.terrainterr&1D.terr1D.terr1Dterrain.-

The

terra-
in

terr&1D.-

The

terr1D-

The

& .,

The decisiondeai.iondeaiionideation. to place the First Battalion 16th InfInf-InfoInf-

antry

Inf-

antry

Inf-

antry

¬-

antrygantry in the Bois de BaycnDaye-nDayenBayc-nBaycBaconAyeBay- on the night of October 7-878- ,

and to keep them in thattbatbat position until darkness onon-

October

m-

onotone

on-

October

m-

onotone

on-

October

m-

onotoneOctober 8 was tactically unsound.unsound. Their bivouaobivouac positionposition-

was

positi-
onwas withinwi thin a few hundred yards ofot the German lines.lines. HadHad-

enemy

Ha-

yden

Had-

en

Hay-

den

Had-

enemy

Ha-

ydenenemyen airplaneswhichairplaneswhiohairplanesairplanes , which were over the position most ofot thethe-

daydiscovered

the-
Y

the-

day

hey-

day
Y..

day/discovereddaydiscoveredday /,Adiscovered.Adiscovereddiscovered.discovered . their presenceartillerypresencepresenoepresence , artillery fire could havehav-

ethirtyone

hea-

rthstone

hav-

ethirtyone

hea-

rthstone

have-

mmthirtyonemm---thirty-one---thirtyonemm-thirty-one-mmmm-- - - thirty-onethirtyonethirtyoneAN-

ALYSIS

thirtyone5-

.

thirtyone-

5

- - - -

.5.5

:
,

- . . . . . .-- .-- -"- .

.
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destroyed the assaulting power of the battalionbattalion.*. Thus thethe-

safety

he-

arty
the-

safety

he-

arty
the-

safety

he-

artysafety of the last element of the divisioncapabledivisiondivision , capable ofof-

a

so-

faa determined attackdependedattackedattack , depended on its concealment withinwithin-

hearing

itine-
rating

within-

hearing

itine-
rating

within-

hearing

itine-
ratinghearing distance of the German positions.positionspositions.-

The

positio-
ns

.

v1_* "" The Division CommanderinCommandeering, planning the operation againstagainst-

Hill

agai-
nst

against-

Hill

agai-
nst

against-

Hill

agai-
nstHill 272 was faced with a task which was as difficult asas-

that

as-

thma

as-

v

a-

s
as-

that

as-

thma

as-

that

as-

thmathat faced by any division commander during the war.war. OneOn-

eregiment

En-

ergumen

On-

eregiment

En-

ergumen

On-

eregiment

En-

ergumenregiment had attained the Third ObjectivewhichObjective, was alsoalso-

the

Leso-

tho

also-

the

Leso-

tho

also-

the

Leso-

thothe Corps Objective : the others had been unable to advanceadvance-

to

advan-
ceto the Second Objective over a period of four daysmainlyabysmallydaysmainly-

because

daysmainly-

because

daysmainly-

because

,

because of resistance on Hill 272.272212.212., On October 8 every InfInf--InfoInf-

antry

Inf-

antry'

Inf-

antry
Inf-

antryunit
In-

fantry
¬-

antryantry'gantryantry-unitantryunit-gantry' unit, of the divisionexceptdivisiondivision , except the First Battalion 16th16th-

Infantryhad

16th-

Infantryhad

16th-

InfantryhadInfantryhadInfantry, made at least one assault and had receivedreceived-

its
receiv-

edits heavy toll of casualties.casualties. A comparatively fresh batbat-bat-

talion

bat-

talion

bat-

talion

¬-

taliontalon had attacked Hill 272 on October 5.5. Two flankingflanking-

attacks
flan-

king
flanking-

attacks
flan-

king
flanking-

attacks
flan-

kingattacks on the hill had failed.failed. A second frontal attackattack-

had

attach-

ed
attack-

had

attach-

ed
attack-

had

attach-

edhad failed and like the first resulted in extremely heavyheav-

ycasualties

heav-

ycasualties
.

casualties and no gains.gains. Heavy artillery concentration onon-

Hill

O'-

Neill

on-

Hill

O'-

Neill

on-

Hill

O'-

NeillHill 272 preceding each of these attacks had not decreaseddecrease-

dits

decreas-
edits power of resistance.resistanceresistance.-

In

resistan-
ce

.

In view of the above the Division Commander decideddecided-

to

decide-

dto attack frontally after placing a heavy concentration ofof-

artillery
f-

railer
of-

a

so-

fa

of-

artillery
f-

railer_artillerya leryleery fire .ononjn.) the hill on October 8.88.1118.In8In. In-1-11-111-In-- 111asInasIncas- - as much asas-

previous

s-

pecious

as-

previous

s-

pecious

as-

previous

s-

peciousprevious shelling had not averted the utter failure of allall-

attacksit
b-

alata
all-

attacksit
b-

alata
all-

attacks
b-

alataattacksitattacksattacks , i t is1s difficult fortortore the author to see how one adad-

ditional

ad-adad-

d1

ad-

ditional

¬-

ditionalt10naldictiond1 day of shelling oouldcouldGould augur success.successsucoess.sucoess. The authorauthor-

believes

aut-
hor

author-

believes

aut-
hor

author-

believes

aut-
horbelieves thattbatbat a frontal attack was orderedbasedorderedordered , based on oneone-

of

ne-

o
one-

of

ne-

o
one-

of

ne-

oof three mistakenad.takenadtakenoatcake. ideas ; either overconfidence in thethe-

destructive

thu-

nderstruck

the-

destructive

thu-

nderstruck

the-

destructive

thu-

nderstruckdestructive power of the Divisional ArtilleryorArtilleryArt1l1e , or lack ofotof-

thirtytwo

ot-

thirtytwo

of-

thirtytwo---thirty-two---thirtytwo- -- thirty-twothirtytwothirtytwod-

estroyed

thirtytwo-

I

thirt-
y

- ---
I

I
"

.11. ,

I
< :

;,

;1-1-

(
1l
l

1i.1ij

i.\i..\
,



knowledge of the strength of the defense of Hill 272 oror-

the

N-

orth

or-

the

N-

orth

or-

the

N-

orththe idea that resistance capable of stopping small unitsunits-

in

uniti-

ngin frontal attack could "bebe" reduced by direct frontal attackattack-

in

attacki-

ngin force.forceforce.-

Foggy

fo-
rce

force.-

Foggy

fo-
rce

force.-

Foggy

fo-
rce

.

Foggy mornings had been numerous , yet the attackattack-

order

attac-

ked
attack-

order

attac-

ked
attack-

order

attac-

kedorder contemplated no fogandfrogman, had the day been clear nono-

change

un-

changed

no-

change

un-

changed

no-

change

un-

changedchange could have been made.made. It is the opinion of thethe-

authorwith
h-

eather
the-

author

he-

ather

the-

autho

he-

athauthorwithauthorityauthorauthor , withwi th which the Battalion Commander First BatBat-Ba-

ttalion

Ba-

ttalion

Ba-

ttalion

¬-

taliontalon 16th Infantry concursasconcoursesconcurs , as well as the two survivsurviv-survivesurviv-

ing

surviv-

ing

surviv-

ing

¬-

ingKing officers of the Machine Gun Company 16th InfantryInfantry-

and

Infantry-

man

InfantInfant-

and

Infa-
ntand an officer who was present at prior attacks on HillHill-

272that

Hill-

272that272that272 , that the First Battalion 16th InfantryInfant was doomed toto-

failure.

to-

failure.

to-

failure.failure.failure. It is believed that the battalion would havehave-

advanced

ava-

lanched

have-

advanced

ava-

lanched

have-

advanced

ava-

lanchedadvanced on a clear dayd until its ranks had been shattershatter-shatter-

ed

¬-

ed by fire and its broken units stopped because no moremore-

were

more-

over

more-

were

more-

over

more-

were

more-

overwere left to push onandnand, this action would have been concon-con-

fined

con-

fined

con-

fined

¬-

fined to an area of a few hundred yards in front of thethe-

jump

rh-

eum

the-

jump

rh-

eum

the-

Jump

rh-

eumjump off line.line. The graygr mantle of fogwhichfog , which caused suchsuch-

confusion

such-

confusion

such-

confusionconfusion and loss of directionalsodirectional, limited the scoresscoreescorescores-

of

scoree-

of

scor-
es

scor-
eof machine guns on Hill 272 to only occasionalocoasional use ofof-

aimed

fa-

med

of-

aimed

fa-

med

of-

aimed

fa-

medaimed fire and thus allowed the battalion to get withinwithin-

(77)Test

withi-

n77Test

within-

(77)Test

withi-

n77Test(77)Test-(77)Test77Test7)Test-7)Test7Test(77)Testassaulting77Testassaulting7)Testassaulting7Testassaulting( ? ) - assaulting distance.distance. (77)77(77)-
imony

77i-
mony

(77)-
imony

77i-
mony

(77)-
imony

77i-
mony

( )

imonysimony UaJ.UaJJ4aJ.J4aJUSAUaJ-
.C.W.Hyder

. - - - - - - -- -
C.W.HyderCWHyderC.W.ByderCWByderC.WByderChider. ., ;: The effect of the hot meal given to thetheDattalionthe-the-tearstainthebattalionC-apt. battalion--Dattalion---Dattalion- -

battalionC-
apt. battali-on Dattalion-
Capt.

Battal-
ion

--- - -- - -
Capt.Capt-battalion-------Capt.battalion-.Caput. G.I.GIG.JI.GJIG.E.GEG.I-
.Butler

G.J-
I.Butler

G.E-
.Butler

. .
Butler ; on the night of October 8-989- was noticeably good.good. The menmen-
Capt.A.B.

men-
Capt.A.B.

men-
Capt.A.B.Capt.A.B.CaptABCapitaCapt.A.B-
.Helsley
Capt.A.B-
.Helsley
Capt.A.B-
.Helsley

. . .
HelsleyShelley ; who had been without food since the night beforeandbeforehand, whowho-

Sgt.S.M.
h-osts
wh-

oSgt.I.X.
who-

Sgt.B.M.Sgt.S.M.SgtSMSgt.I.X.SgtIXSgt.B.M.SgtBMSightsStabSgt.S.M-
.SmithPerhad
Sgt.I.X-
.SmithiPerhad
Sgt.B.M-
.SmithPerhad

. . .
SmithPer-hadSmithPerhadSmithiPer-hadSmithiPerSmotherSmithies; - spent the day in damp shellholeshellholesshellholeschangedhellholes, changed from silentsilent-
sonal sil-ent

silent-
lonal sil-ent

silent-
sonal sil-entsonallonalzonaltonal ExIx-IxEx-Ex-

perience
Ix-

perienal.
Ex-

perimental
Ex-

perience.
Ex-

perience
¬-

perienceperienal.perienalperience.princeperinea,. almost sullen troops to carefree whistling men ready forfor-

whatever

for-

mative

for-

whatever

for-

mative

for-

whatever

for-

mativewhatever the morrow might bring.bring.

---thirty-three---thirtythreethirty-three------ tfaitaithirtythreefto-

I.

rty-rtyartyrtythree- threethree-

knowledge

thr-

eefold

---

. . .. . -- . .. . - . . ftoI.ftoIfoci. ,. . . . ,_ , , " .- . _ .. . . . . _ . . . . . . . ... . . . . _ .. . . . . . .



It is1s believed that the disorganization of the MachineMachine-

Gun

Machi-

neGun Company 16th Infantry could have been averted by havhav-havehav-

ing

hav-

ing

hav-

ing

¬-

ingKing them remain under cover in le1e Petite Bois until thethe-

crest

th-

ereat

the-

crest

th-

ereat

the-

crest

th-

ereatcrest of Hill 272 had been taken.taken. In action in fog machine-

guns

mach-

ine

machine-

guns

mach-

ine

machinemachine-

guns

mach-

ineguns can be of but limited use due to the poor visibilvisibil-visiblevisibil-

ity
visibili-

ty.
visibil-

ity
visibili-

ty.
visibil-

ity

¬-

ityity.city*. The assistance they gayegavegayer in overcomingovercomdng the machinemachine-

gun

machi-

negun nest on the left flank of the battalion could not com-

pensate

comcom-com-

pensate

com-

pensate

¬-

pensatesensate for the loss of four of its five officersmoreofficeremoreofficersofficerofficersmoret-

han

officeremoret-

han
office-

rs offic-
er

,

than half of its enlisted personellpersonnel and seventy-fiveseventyfiveseventyfive-

percent

seventyfive-

percent

seventyfive-

percent

-

percent of its guns.gunsguns-

.It

gunsm-

ith

guns-

.It

gunsm-

ith

guns-

.It

gunsm-

ith

.

It is also believed that the four gunsg s left on Hill

272 could have been used to better advantage nearer thethe-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reonfront lineline.*. Though somewhat disorganizedthedisorganized, the platoonplatoon-

could

plat-
oon

platoon-

could

plat-
oon

platoon-

could

plat-
ooncould have used its four guns in strengthening the danger-

ous

dangerdanger-¬-

ousonus position of the battalion on the afternoon of October 99.99-

.During

9-

During

9-

.During

9-

During

,.

During the counter-attackcounterattackcounter-attacattacattach- ] on the Cote de MaidahMaldahAidaMalta twotwo-

machine

sto-

maching

two-

machine

sto-

maching

two-

machine

sto-

machingmachine guns could have produced more hits than the entireentire-

portion
extir-

pation
entire-

portion
extir-

pation
entire-

portion
extir-

pationportion of the battalionbattbatty lion firing.firing. Mental disturbances andand-

physical

and-

physical

and-

physicalphysical fatiguewhichfatiguewhiohfatigue, was such a serious obstacle in obob-

taining

ob-obob-

taining

ob-

taining

¬-

tainingstaining well controlled rifle firewouldfirewoodfire , would have had littlelittle-

if
littl-

eif any effect on the fire of machine guns.gunsguns.-

The

guns-

mith

guns.-

The

guns-

mith

guns.-

The

guns-

mith

.

The action of relieved units in running to the rearrear-

through

brea-

kthrough

rear-

through

brea-

kthrough

rear-

through

brea-

kthroughthrough the lines ofot the battalion temporarily robbed thethe-

support

he-

liport
the-

support

he-

liport
the-

support

he-

liportsupport uniteunits of their offensive spirit.spirit. The same actionaction-

on

actio-

non a clearolearlear daywithd."withdwithdavitwith." , its attending casualtieswouldcaaualtieswouldcasualties, havehave-

disorganized

have-

disorganized

have-

disorganizeddisorganized the entire battalion and resulted in nearnear-

panic.

necro-

mantic

near-

panic.

necro-

mantic

near-

panic.

necro-

manticpanic.panic.

The!he decision of the CompanyComp CommanderCompanyCoamlanderCompanyCommandeer, D toto-

take

to-

taled

to-

take

to-

taled

to-

take

to-

taled

. -- --

take the machine gun nest on the extreme left flankfiankfink ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe sector.eotoreotorrotor. waswaaWada reachedreaohed by thee necessityneoessity ofot so80 doing bebe-

fore

be-bebe-

tore

be-

ttor

be-

fore

¬-

foretore an advanceadvanoe couldoouldGould be made.made. The tactical principleprincipl-

ethirtytour

prin-
ciple

principle-
r

principl-
e

principl-

eftthirtyfourm

r-

---thirty-tour---thirtytourft--thirty-four---mftfourm-- -- thirty-fourthirtyfourthirtyfour-

It

thirtytourA-

O.

thirt-

y

- - --
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of reducing hostile strong points on the flank to helphelp-

neighboring

help-

neighboring

help-

neighboringneighboring units would not have caused the sending ofof-

two

soft-

wood

of-

two

soft-

wood

of-

two

soft-

woodtwo officers and three squads to almost certain deathdeath.*. TheTh-

ereasonsas

Et-

herealness

Th-

ereasons

Thr-

eesomes

Th-

ereasonsas

Et-

herealnessreasonsasreasonsreasons , as statedthoughstatedstated , though unsound tactically and selfishareselfishselfishare-
in

selfis-
h

selfish !, areare-

in

rei-

nin the author'sauthors' opinion no more than can ever "bebe" expectedexpected-

under

expecte-

dness

expected-

under

expecte-

dness

expected-

under

expecte-

dnessunder combat conditions similar to this assault.assaultassault-

.K

assault.-

The

assault-

.V
assa-

ult

.

The selection of the small area in rear of thethe-

Cote

the-

cae
the-

Cote

the-

cae
the-

Cote

the-

cae
Kv

Cote de MaldahMalta on the afternoon of October 9 was unsoundunsound-

in

unsou-

ndin that defense in depth was not provided for.for. This waswas-

the

wa-

ste

was-

the

wa-

ste

was-

the

wa-

stethe logical place for men to gather to escape shelling andand-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hemthe concentration of shellfire on the area indicated thatthat-

Germans

stat-

ements

that-

Germans

stat-

ements

that-

Germans

stat-

ementsGermans guessed correctly the location of the attackingattackingt-

roops.
attack-

ing
attackingt-

roops.
attack-

ing
attackingt-

roops.
attack-

ingtroops.troops. In placing Company D in the ravine instead ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe obvious shelter of the nearby woods the Germans werewere-

outguessed.

were-

outguessed.

were-

outguessedoutguessed.outguessed., This fact was apparent to the entire batbat-bat-

talion

bat-

talion

bat-

talion

¬-

taliontalon as the shells fell in great numbers throughout thethe-

afternoon

the-

atergoing

the-

afternoon

the-

atergoing

the-

afternoon

the-

atergoingafternoon and night.nightnight.-

In

knighti-

ng

.,

In the movement forward from the First Objective nono-

provision

no-

nprofessional

no-

provision

no-

nprofessional

no-

provision

no-

nprofessionalprovision was made for "moppingmopping" up"up" enemy positions onon-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

ontethe reverse slope of the German defense line.line. The factfact-

that

fath-

ead

fact-

that

fath-

ead

fact-

that

fath-

eadthat numerous enemy groups were seenallSerena, willing to sursur-slursur-

render

sur-

render

sur-

render

¬-

render did not remove the danger of their presence inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe rear of the battalion.battalionbattalion.-

Information
batt-

alion
battalion.-

Information
batt-

alion
battalion.-

Information
batt-

alion
.

Information gained from prisoners in the morning ofof-

October

s-

ootier
of-

October

s-

ootier
of-

October

s-

ootierOctober 9 and units
,

disposed to meet the prospectiveprospective-

counterattack.

prosp-
ective

prospective-

counterattack.

prosp-
ective

prospective-

counterattack.

prosp-
ectivecounter-attack.counterattack.attack- . Nothing was lost by the failure of thethe-

counterattack

the-

counterattack

the-

counterattackcounter-attackcounterattack- to materializematerialize.*. The informationinfo ationaction of aa-

counterattack

c-

ounterattack

a-

oounterattaok

a-

counterattack

c-

ounterattackcounter-attackcounterattackoounter-attaokoounterattaok- on the Cote de MaldahKaldahMaltaKayla was disregardeddisregarded.disregarded.-

Later

disregar-
ded

*.

Later when the counter-attackcounterattackoounter-attackoounter- did come it found the batbat-bat-

talion

bat-

talion

bat-

talion

¬-

taliontalon unprepared to meet itit.it*. Had the Germans changedchange-

dthirtyfive

change-

dthirtyfive

change-

dthirtyfive---thirty-five---thirtyfive- -- thirty-fivethirtyfivethirtyfive-

v

thirtyfive-

of

thirtyfive'-

A'

thirtyfive-

A

thirt-

y

- - --
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their direction of attack and advanced on the positionpositionf-

rom

positi-
onfrom the cover of the woods on the right the resultresult-

probably

re-
sult

result-

probably

re-
sult

result-

probably

re-
sultprobably would have been defeat or capture of the batbat-bat-

talion.

bat-

talion

bat-

taIion.

bat-

talion

bat-

talion

¬-

talion.taliontaIion.taIiontalontradition.,

V, The action of the non-commissionednoncommissionednon-commdssionedcommdssioned- officers and privpriv-privypriv-

ates

priv-

atee

priv-

ateer

priv-

ates

¬-

atesateeBatesAtlee in the counter-attackcounterattack- on the Cote de MaldahMalta was farfar-

below

fur-

below

far-

below

fur-

below

far-

below

fur-

belowbelow the standard of the battalion.battalion. A few hours previousprevious-

to

previo-
usto this counter-attackcounterattack- and again a few hours later thesetheses-

ame

the-
ses

theses-

ame

the-
ses

theses-

ame

the-
sessame men gave quick response to ordersorders.,. A just criticismcriticism-

cannot

critic-
ism

criticism-

cannot

critic-
ism

criticism-

cannot

critic-
ismcannot be made of their actions without considering thethe-

fatigue

he-

ating
the-

fatigue

he-

ating
the-

fatigue

he-

atingfatigue of the preceding attack and of feverish digging ,

lack of food and water and the numbing effect of continuedcontinued-

shell
contin-

ued
continued-

shell
contin-

ued
continued-

shell
contin-

uedshell fire and its attendant casualties.casualtiesce.aualties.ceaualties. . The effectiv-effectiveffectiveeffectiv-

ness

effecti-
ves

effeceffect tiv-tivivtiv-

ness

thin-

ness

-

ness of the fire of these men must have been extremelyextremely-

limited
extre-

mely
extremextremeextremely-

liuii

extrem-
ely

lyly-

limited

ill-

uminedlimitedliuiiliquidity ted in the number of hitshit made.made. The volumsvolumes of theirtheir-

firecoupled

their-

firecoupled

their-

firecoupledfirecoupledirresoluble, with their steadiness and dumb disregarddisregard-

for

disrega-

rdfor enemy fire deceived the enemy in the strength of thethe-

force

the-

orem

the-

force

the-

orem

the-

force

the-

oremforce holding the hill.hillhill.-

The

hi-
ll

hill.-

The

hi-
ll

.,

The retirement of the battalion from the Cote dede-

Maldah

d-

ermal

de-

Maldah

d-

ermal

de-

Maldah

d-

ermalMaldahMalta on the afternoon of October 9 was tactically unun-

sound.

un-

sound

un-unun-

Bound.

un-

Bound

un-

sound.

un-

sound

¬-

sound.soundBound.Bound. A counter-attackcounterattackcounter -
,attack had been repulsed.repulsed., No indicationsindications-

of

indicatio-
nsof further enemyenemfenema aggression were apparent.apparent., Shellfire waswa-

staking

ab-

stain
wa-

staking

ab-

stain
wa-

staking

ab-

staintaking toll of the already depleted numbers of the batbat-bat-

talion

bat-

talion

bat-

talion

¬-

taliontalon but a decision to remain in place would not havehave-

placed

aval-

anched

have-

plaoed

have-

placed

aval-

anchedplacedplaoed the battalion in a precarious position.positionposition.-

The

positi-
on

.

The decision of unit commanders allowing the escapeescape-

of

escape-

ot

esca-
peofot Germans who crouldaouldcouldauld have'beenhavebeenhave-'beenhave'beenbeen,)-'havhave 'JbeenJbeenBeen' ' taken prisoners waswas-

sound.

W-

atson

was-

sound.

W-

atson

was-

sound

ast-

oundsound.sound., No tactical would have been gained by so doing.doingdoing.-

The

doi-
ng

doing.-

e

doin-
g

doing.-

The

doi-
ng

.

Thee detailing ofot able-bodiedablebodied- men as8S guards might have soso-

reduced

s-

cored
sO-

reduoed

to-

rpedoed

so-

reduced

s-

coredreducedreduoed the strength of the unitsunite that the mission ofo-

fthirtysix

o-

fthirtysix

o-

fthirtysix---thirty-six---thirtysix- --thirty-sixthirtysix- thirtysix-

their

thir-

ty

- - - -
..J..



. . . . -' .- . .

.
. . , . .- ' - " - "

. ." - " ' - -- - - -
- " -- . ' " - - . - - . .

I

holding the ground gained was subject to failure.failurefailure.-

The

failu-
re

.

The GermanGe an forces on the reverse slope of Hill 272272-

can

272-

can

272-

cancan be criticisedcriticized for not making a determined stand againstagainst-

the

again-

stthe attacking unit.unit. The fact that the strongest fortifiedfortified-

position
forti-

fied
fortified-

position
forti-

fied
fortified-

position
forti-

fiedposition in their sector had falienandfallenendalienedfallenfallen , and that American troopstroops-

were

troo-
ps

troops-

were

troo-
ps

troops-

were

troo-
pswere visible between them and their linesdidlined, not warrantwarrant-

over

warra-

ntee

warrant-

over

warra-

ntee

warrant-

over

warra-

nteeover five hundred officers and men calmly v/aitingvaitingwaitingbaiting/ for aa-

chance

c-

hance

a-

chance

c-

hance

a-

chance

c-

hancechance to surrender.surrendersurrender.-

The

surrend-
er

.

The battalion commander failed to inspect his mainmai-

nline

mai-

nline

mai-

nlineline of resistance on October 10 and 11.11. The result waswa-

sthat

ast-

hma

wa-

sthat

ast-

hma

wa-

sthat

ast-

hmathat all information of the terrainenemytraineeterrain , enemy forcesandforcesforces , and disdis-daisdis-

position

dis-

position

dis-

position

¬-

position of troops on the main line of resistance came toto-

him

t-
hin

to-

him

t-
hin

to-

him

t-
hinhim from reports.reports. TheseThes should have been verified by him ,

by personal reconnaissance.reconnaissancereconnaissance.-

The

reconnaissan-

ce
.

The failure of the Company CommanderCompanyCommandeerCommander , Company D toto-

inspect

tr-

isect
to-

inspect

tr-

isect
to-

inspect

tr-

isectinspect his right flank group placed the security of thethe-

right

he-

ight
the-

right

he-

ight
the-

right

he-

ight
. '

right of the battalion on the platoon commander.commander. ThatTha-

tthis

He-

aths

Tha-

tthis

He-

aths

Tha-

tthis

He-

athsthis officer withdrew from his position without authorityauthority-

can

authori-
tycan be laid to the company commander'scommanders' failure to makemake-

a

mak-

ea proper daily inspection.inspectioninspection.-

The

inspecti-
on

.

The medical personellattachedpersone11attachedpersonnel, to the companiesoo panieBpane ,

failed togivestogie promptprompt.prompt.assistance. assistance to wounded men in numerousnumerous-

cases.

numerou-

sness

numerous-

cases.

numerou-

sness

numerous-

cases.

numerou-

snesscases.cases. During the operations , two MedicalMedioMedico Corps men atat-

tached

at-atat-

tached

at-

tached

¬-

tachedached to Company DremainedRemained, strangersstrstar gersgears in the companycompany-

where

comp-
any

company-

where

comp-
any

company-

where

comp-
anywhere everyeve man knew his neighbor and was willing to helphelp-

him

help-

ing

help-

him

help-

ing

help-

him

help-

inghim at grave personal risk.risk. Had these two men lived withwith-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

heldthe company before the attack they would have soonseonSeton bebe-

come

be-bebe-

come

be-

come

¬-

come one of the companyandcompany, there is no reason ttitdtict bebe-

lieve

be-bebe-

lieve

be-

lieve

¬-

lieveleave that they would not have become imbued with thethe-

spirit
th-

esauri

the-

spirit
th-

esauri

the-

spirit
th-

esaurispirit of the company and been the first to risk theirtheir-

lives

theo-

ries
their-

lives

theo-

ries
their-

lives

theo-

rieslives to help a wounded comrade.comrade.
comrade.thirtysevenm- __-- _-- _____

__ _=--thirty-seven--mthirtysevenm.-thithinthirty-seventhirtysevenrty-seven---rtyartyrtyseven.-

u
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The initiative and courage of the private soldiersoldier-

was

soldi-
erwas never shown to better advantage then in the assaultassault-

on

assaulti-

ngon Hill 272.272., Much of the success of the battalion can bebe-

laid

be-

lied

be-

laid

be-

lied

be-

laid

be-

liedlaid to individuals and small groups going up the hillhill-

in

hilli-

ng

hill-

in

hilli-

ng

hill-

in

hilli-

ngin the fogsurprisingsurprisingfog , the GermanGe an gunners and clearing thethe-

way

thru-

way

the-

way

thru-

way

the-

way

thru-

wayway for the advance of their companies.companies. Non-commissionedNoncommissionedNoncommissione-

dofficers

Noncommis-
sioned

Noncommissione-

dofficers

Noncommis-
sioned

Noncommissione-

dofficers

Noncommis-
sioned

-

officers and privates assumed responsibilities and carcar-car-

ried

car-

ried

car-

ried

¬-

riedreid out the missions given to their units.units. This was parpar-par-

ticularly

par-

ticularly

par-

ticularly

¬-

ticularlyinculpably noteworthy in the case of a private of thethe-

Machine

te-
aching

the-

Machine

te-
aching

the-

Machine

te-
achingMachine Gun Company 16th Infantry who assembled enough menmen-

to

men-

tor

men-

to

men-

tor

men-

to

men-

torto complete two gun squads and reported with them toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe battalion position.positionposition.-

In

positioni-

ng

.

In spite of the numerous mistakes made the operationsoperations-

of

operatio-
ns

..

of the First Battalion 16th Infantry in the second phasephase-

of

pha-
seof the Meuse-ArgonneMeuseArgonneMuseJargoned- will always remain a marked sucsuc-suchsuc-

cess.

suc-

cess

suc-

cess.

suc-

cess

suc-

cess.

suc-

cess

¬-

cess.cess.

LESSONS

1.1. In night marches over difficult terrain a carefulcareful-

check

care-
ful

careful-

check

care-
ful

careful-

check

care-
fulcheck should be made to see that all elements of the unitunit-

are

unit-

ary

unit-

are

unit-

ary

unit-

are

unit-

aryare over obstacles before resuming the inarch.inarchmarch.marchinarching.

2.22 ., "HelpingHelping" over11over"over" details of selected menstationedentrainedmenstationed-

at
entraine-

d
,

at difficult crossingswillcrossings, expedite night marchesmarches.*.

5.5. Resistance which has withstood frontal and flankflank-flank-

ing

flank-

ing

flank-

ing

¬-

ingKing attacks will not usually be overcome by use of aa-

greater

g-

reater

a-

greater

g-

reater

a-

greater

g-

reater
\.

\
greater force in renewed frontal attack.attackattack-

.thirtyeight

attack-

.thirtyeight

attack-

.thirtyeight

.

---thirty-eight---thirtyeight- - - thirty-eightthirtyeightthirtyeightT-

he

thirt-

y
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4.44 .. FoodespeciallyForensically, if hotpiayshotplaysphotoplays, an important partpart-

in

parti-

ngin the successsucoess of an operationoperation.*.

5.5. Visual reconnaissancewhileonnaissancewhilere'-onnaissancewhilere'rereconnaissancecomplaisancere '- , of value in keepingkeepin-

gdirectionshould

keepin-

gdirectionshould

keepin-

gdirectionshoulddirectionshoulddirections, not relieve commanders of the necessitynecessity-

of

necessi-
ty

necessity-

of

necessi-
tyof close map study and the use of compass in maintainingmaintaining-

direction
mainta-

ining
maintaining-

direction.
mainta-

ining
maintaining-

direction.
mainta-

iningdirectiondirection.direction.S-

.
direction-

s

*.

6.6S.S. A rolling barragebeyondbarragebarrage , beyond its value as a moralemorale-

booster

Marl-

boros
morale-

booster

Marl-

boros
morale-

booster

Marl-

borosbooster , is of little value in all but the final stagesstages-

of

stag-
es . . . . ....... . ... . .. .of an assaultas saul t in open warfarewarfare.;. Ir111.111in. an assaultflssaul.tflssaultassaulttfloss whe-re-wherew.b&re.wbrebore.borewhenbarewher-

eartillery
wh-

ereat
&-: -.

artillery fire and medium or long range machine gun firefire-

can

fire-

man

fire-

can

fire-

man

fire-

can

fire-

mancan be directed on the assaultinga.saultingasaulting. troopsthetroopstroops , the rollingrolling-

barrage
roll-

ing
rolling-

barrage
roll-

ing
rolling-

barrage
roll-

ingbarrage does not removeramove the source of resistance nor doesdoe-

sit

desi-

st
doe-

sit

desi-

st
doe-

sit

desi-

stit lessen the casualties in the assaulting waveswaves.*.

7.7? . Men shouldshoul never run to the rear through thethe-

assaulting
h-

eadsail
the-

assaulting
h-

eadsail
the-

assaulting
h-

eadsailassaulting linesnolinen, matter what their mission may bebe.bebe.-

B.

ble-

b

*.

8.8B.B. Assistance in the reduction of resistance cannotcannot.cannot.-

be

cann-

ot

.

be expected fromfromflankingprofaning/flankingflanking'flanking/. ' units unless that resistanceresistance-

interferes
resis-

tance
resistance-

interferes
resis-

tance
resistance-

interferes
resis-

tanceinterferes with the operation of the flanking unitsunitst-

hemselves.

unitst-

hemselves.

unitst-

hemselves.themselves.themselves.

9.9. Fog increasesinoreases the difficulty ofot control by allall-

unit

alu-

mni

all-

unit

alu-

mni

all-

unit

alu-

mniunit commanders to a greater extent than darkness.darknessdarkness.-

10.Fog

darkness-

10Fog

darkness.-

lO.Fog
dark-

ness
darkness.-

10.Fog

darkness-

10Fog

.

10.Fog10FoglO.FoglOFogLIFO. will reduce theth casualties during the firstfirsts-

tages
fir-

sts
firste-

tas.

farms-

teads

firsts-

tages
fir-

stsstagesetas.etasbetas.. of an assault.saultsault.. by sheltering the unitsunit.unit. from direotdirectdireota-

imed

dieta-

ries
direota-

imed

dieta-

ries
directa-

imed

direc-

tiveaimed fire.fire.

11.11. FogFoSUFOs will increase casualties at later stagesstage.stage. ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe assault..saulsaul. t as.. controloontrol isi8 lostloetlet and lines and groupsgroup.group. comecom-

eunder

cont-

ender

com-

eunder

cont-

ender

com-

eunder

cont-

enderunder closecl088 and direct firetire.tirefire.*.
12.12. InformationIDtoIto tioDtied of enemyen movements givensiTensiTe by prisonerspriloneraprisonerprisoners-

should

priso-
ners

prilonera-

Ihould

prisoners-

should

priso-
nersshouldIhould be utilized to its1 t.t. fullestf\\lle.tflle.tlet\\ . extantextent when the safetysafety-

of

safet-
y

.&tattat& , .

of the unit is18 notDot endangeredladanaeredlaundered bybr so80 doing.doingdoin-

g.thirtynine

doin-

g.thirtynine

doing-

.thi

doi-

ng

.

---thirty-nine---thirtynine---thithithin-- - thirty-ninethirtyninethirtynine4-

.

thirtynine-

4

rtyarty-=nine-amnineam- - -



13.13. The fire effect of machine guns can be of greatgreat-

assistance

great-

assistance

great-

assistanceassistance when a unit is wavering and the effect ofof-

rifle

fr-

illed

of-

rifle

fr-

illed

of-

rifle

fr-

illedrifle fire is doubtful.doubtful.

14.14. Obvious positions of shelter are often equallyequal-lyequallyequally-

as

equal-
ly

-

as obvious to the enemy.enemy.

15.15. Prisoners should not be taken when the same willwill-

endanger

w-
illed

will-

endanger

w-
illed

will-

endanger

w-
illedendanger the mission of the unit.unit.

16.16. When accuracy of fire is impossible volume ofof-

fire

af-

faire

of-

fire

af-

fairei{ fire is1s of material aid.aidaid ., \
(

>

,/17.17. Medical personellpersonnel which function with companiescompanies-

during

compa-

nied
companies-

during

compa-

nied
companies-

during

compa-

niedduring combat should live with those companies while inin-

training

en-

training

in-

training

en-

training

in-

training

en-

trainingtraining areas.areas.

18.18. Battalion and company commanders should make aa-

physical

p-

hysical

a-

physical

p-

hysical

a-

physical

p-

hysicalphysical inspection of the advance lines of their unitsunits-

at
uni-

tsat least once daily.daily.,

19.19. Promises to units of limits of effort are ofof-

doubtful

of-

doubtful

of-

doubtfuldoubtful value if not kept.kept., UnitsUniUnix ts which can be informedinformed-

of

inform-
edof their final limits of effort will exert a greatergreater-

effort

gre-
ater

greater-

effort

gre-
ater

greater-

effort

gre-
atereffort to complete their task than if they go forwardforward-

knowing
for-

ward
forward-

knowing
for-

ward
forward-

knowing
for-

wardknowing that as long as8S a few men are left they will bebe-

pushed

be-

mused

be-

pushed

be-

mused

b ee-

pushed

p-

ushedpushed on.on.

20.20. A judicious use ofotof the " Spirit ofo f the Game"GameGame-

"suggestion

Gam-

esuggestion

Game-

"sugge.tion

Gam-

esuggetion

Game-

"suggestion

Gam-

esuggestion

"

suggestionsugge.tionsuggetion. willw1ll assistassiltassail smallaaall unit commanders in the rere-

duction

re-rere-

duotion

re-

duction

re-

duo

re-

do

¬-

ductionduotiondictionadoptionduo ti on ofoto f isolated.strongpoints.isolatedstrongpointsisolated.strongpoints.o-

Oo

isolated.isolated., st'roDgpoint8.stroDgpoint8.stroDgpoint8t'rongpointstrongpointstrogonsst'roDgpoint8.-

000

stroDgpoint8-

000

t'rongpoints-

000

trongpoints0-

00

s
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BIBLIOGRAPHYBIBLICGRAPHIYBIBLIOGRAPH-

YFirst

BIBLICGRAPH-

IYFirst

Bibliogra-

phy

BIBLBBL IC GRAPh"YGRAPhYGRAPhGRAPh"-

YFir

GRAPh-

YFir

Gra-

ph

"

FirstFirSection"wt DivisionDiviEion HistoricalHiEtorica1HiEtorica1-
Section

"WorldWorld"World."ww" r1 c.c.. "JarJar.Jar"'''II'.la r Recordshecoeco- rd s , FirstFi rstrest DivisionDi v"ivi" sianAsianSection A.E.F.AEFABEA
*

. E . F . , RegularRe t'ultultruly:'ularbulbara r , 1916.19161915.1915191 . I'I"I-

'Accurate

I-

Accurate

A-

ccurate
' ',

Accurate as to datesdateedate andgndnda nd facts , inin general.general1eneral.1eneralderdeer+ era.I.eraIera. .It lieshash s a very limited account of battalionbaita1ionbattalion-and battali-on baita1ion-
andand companycomp".nycompny" . actions.actionsactions.-

Society
acti-

ons
actions.-

Society
acti-

ons
actions.-

Society
acti-

ons
.

Society of the FirstFirst-
Division

"HistoryHistory" of thetr e 1stlet Division curinguringduringTuring(Division the World'lJorldlJorldWWorldlord' TCarWar'JarJarCar;' , 1917-1919.19171919.19171919.121 7'-1919.71919.7'71919.7'1919.fI71919fI
'-- . fI"f-

IThe
f-

iche
" 11-

TheThe John C.CC'C' . Winston Co.Co. , Philadelphia ,,
1822.18221922.19221822-

.Written

1822-

Written

.
-

Written by one? ne oro moreit.-oreit.ore.- autnorsauthorsautrlorsauroras who were closely
connected viti.vitiv'itivii1"111" ' tl .: thetnetine Fir-tFirtFirtFirstFiI'FiIFiji' ::-:,:.tt. Division curingurinaixrinTurinairing " the
indicated period.period. Sentiment and the desirededesireire toto-
accord

to-
bacco

to-
accord

to-
bacco

to-
accord

to-
baccoaccord the Division all possible honor cuedueue ithas colored many statementsstawementesta..ementestaementestatement. . soeo thstthetthathasttheft whilehileChile theythey-
are thea-tre

they-
are thea-tre

they-
are thea-treare not totally incorrectlnCnC II'ectIIectIciest' , yet thfctrlaIthctrailth ?;:; t incorrectincorrecti-
mpression inco-rrect incorrecti-
mpression inco-rrect incorrecti-
rapression inco-rrectimpressionirapressionreappraising is given tnethetine reader.reader. TnisTunisT lisleis history.L'listoryLlistoryBlistery.

' ,
published shortly after the end of the war , isis-
probably

im-

probably
is-

probably
im-

probably
is-

probably
im-

probablyprobably as accurate asa.s. similars1rni18r DivisionalDivisional-
Histories Divis-ional Divisional-
Histories Divis-ional Divisional-
Histories Divis-ionalHistories , but it mightmi :ht haveha.ve. been named , moremor-
eappropriately

mor-
eappropria.tely

mor-
eappropriatelyappropriatelyappropria.tely. "TheTheflThefilth" STORY of the FirrtFirtFir-tFirtFirthFirstFir :-tt- Division"Division" .*

Anonymous "TheThe" Story of the 16th InfantryInfa.ntry. inin-
France.

in-
ference

in-
Franc

in-
fancy

in-
France.

in-
ferenceFrance.FranceFrance . " PrintedPrint ed at MontabaurMontanaMon tabaurBauer ,
Germany , by Martin Flock , 1919.19191919.-

A

1919-

A

.

A fairly accurateaccura.te. account of the generalSenera.lSeneralSenegal[ . phasesphases-
of

phas-
es

phases-
of

phas-
esof the operations of this regiment.regiment. RegimentalRegimental-
glory

Regime-
ntal

Regimental-
glory

Regime-
ntal

Regimental-
glory

Regime-
ntalglory is often stressed ataatt the expense ofof-
historical

of-
historical

of-
historicalhistorical accuracy.accuracyaccuracy.-

Boyd

accur-
acy

accuracy.-

Boyd

accur-
acy

accuracy.-

Boyd

accur-
acy

.

Boyd , L.R.LRt .R.R. . , Major , Inf.InfInfo. PersonalPersonl Diary.DiaryDiary-

.This

Diacr-

itics

Diary-

.This

Diacr-

itics

Diary-

.This

Diacr-

itics

.

This diary was compiled shortly after the concon-con-
clusion

con-
clusion

con-
clusion

¬-
clusioncollusion of the World War , from notes madema.de. by thethe-
author

he-
ather

the-
author

he-
ather

the-
author

he-
atherauthor in and immediately aftera.fter. each operation.operationoperation.-
Various

opera-
tion

operation.-
Various

opera-
tion

operation.-
Various

opera-
tion

.

Various partsparteparted haveheveheave, been verified by written andand-
verbal

ad-
verbial

and-
verbal

ad-
verbial

and-
verbal

ad-
verbialverbal accountsaCCowltsaccosts of the operationserationsrationso from formerforme-
rofficers for-mer forme-
rofficers for-mer forme-
rofficers for-merofficers , noncommissionednoncomm1ssioneanoncommissioned officers , andand-
privates

and-
privates

and-
privatesprivates of Co00 "D"D" " 16th Infantry.Infantry. StatementsStatements-
of

Statemen-
tsof German officers and soldiers , who served inin-

this
lit-

chis
in-

this
lit-

chis
in-

this
lit-

chisthis front during the operation , werew'ere' securedsecured-
to

secure-
dto substantiate several combatcomba.t. incidents.incidents . TheTh-
ediary

T-
heir

Th-
ediary

T-
heir

Th-
ediary

T-
heirdiary is an account of combat as seen by oneon-
eofficer

ine-
fficient

on-
eofficer

ine-
fficient

on-
eofficer

ine-
fficientofficer and probably contains many inaccuraciesinaccuracies-
due

inaccurac-
iesdue to the conditions under which the authorauthor-
took

auth-or author-
took

auth-or author-
took

auth-ortook notes , or made mental record of incidents.incidentsincidents.-

Statements

inci-
dents

incidents.-

statements
inci-

dents
incidents.-

Statements

inci-
dents

.

Statements and correspondence of tnethetine following officers andxcn-andxcnandIDn-andIDnandmn-andmnandcandidAndamanandxcn-
commissioned

andIDn-
commissioned

andmn-
commissioned

-
commissioned officers and privates who either served with Oo00Co "D"D"D-

"16th
D-

16th
"D-

"16th
D-

16th

" DBD-

B16th

"

16th InfantryInfa.ntry. during thetbetube period July 18-231823- , 1918 , or who werewere-

observers
were-

observers
were-

observersobservers of the Incidents mentioned hereinherein-
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Major fl.flW.W.

T
.

F.F. KarrellHarrellFarrell , MajorM jorjour 0.0C.C. W.W'w.' . Ryder , Lieut.LieutLieu. J.J. T.T. testerLester ,
letlostIt= t Sergeant A.A. J.J. lieMeFe.denMeFedenMcFadenMeridenMacadamFe .den , Sergeant J.J. 3.3B.B. RuaneRune , SergeantSergeant-
Arthur

Serg-eant
Sergeant-

Artbur
Serg-eant
Sergeant-

Arthur
Serg-eantArthurArtbur Scott , Corporal Gilbert PadgettSpaghetti , PrivatePrivetePrivet J.J. R.R. FausetFa.usetFaust. ,,

. .and Private I.I Norden.Nordenldorden.ldordenNoreenLorenNorden.-

A

ldorden.-

A

Noree-

n

duoden-

aA questionnaire was sent to five of the above mentioned membersmembers-
of

membe-
rsof Company "DflDfl"D"DFl" "" , requesting that they answer certain questionscuestionsquestion-
srelative

quest-ions Question-
srelative

Ques-tions
cuestions-

relative
quest-ionsrelative to the outstandingoutstanoutstay ingKing incidentsincients{ of this operation.operationoperetion.operetion. TheTh-

ereplies
Th-

erapies
Th-

erenlies
Te-

eniest
Th-

ereplies
Th-

erapiesrepliesrenliesrelies contained many variable statements of time and place , asas-
might

al-
mighty

as-
might

al-
mighty

as-
might

al-
mightymight be expected after a lapse of eleven years.years. IToroHo uncorrobouncoIl'obo-uncoIl'obouncoIlobouncorrobo-uncorroborateduncoiluncorrobo-
rated

uncoIl'obo-
ra.ted

uncoIlobo-
rated

uncorrobo-
rated

uncorrobo-
rated

' ¬-
ratedra.ted. statements wereweI'eweIewee' included in the operations as set forthforth-
hereinafter.

forth-
hereinafter.

forth-
hereinafter.hereinafter.hereinafter.
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, familiarfamilia.r. withwi th trench-wartrenchwartrench-war-trenchwar-

fare

trench-
er

- ¬-

fare routine and the formations of the company and itsits-

parts

dis-

ports

its-

parts

dis-

ports

its-

parts

dis-

portsparts foxforfo % defense and movement forward under the covercover-

of

cov-

er

cover-

of

cov-

er

cover-

of

cov-

er1-1
11

I'I'

1

-
,

of a barrageba.rrage.barrage.. ,. tittleLittletitleti, ttletitle or no training had, been allowed toto-

fit

o-

ft
to-

fit

o-

ft
to-

fit

o-

ftt-t0t0 -

, to utilize theirtheir-

men

ther-

ein

their-

men

ther-

ein

their-

men

ther-

ein

: fit squad , section and platoon leaders
) '

.
ii-

fI'

i-

fI

i-

I

men in attacks against individual machinemaohine guns.guns. So wew-

efind

de-

fined

w-

efind

de-

fined

w-

efind

de-

finedIiI find CompanyOompany "D"D"DIDI" " , after a year of training , onlyonly-

2
IfI'2-2-2- 2-

difficulty

- I

' 1

fI'fI
I

1I

1ILfI'L j
1I

I

____ __ __ . )11)
I



.. .,T

partially ready to start on its fir.firir-tirtfirst.;- , t offensive mission.missionmissio-

n.e
mission.-

The

missio-
ner

missi-
on

.

- "'TheThe' Thee six months of intermittent trench varferearfa.rearfareairfarecarfarevarfere-

had

airfa-
re

i7aarfa.re-

had

airfa-
re

rfa.rerfarefarerfa.re-

had

fairl-

ead

.

had thoroughly disillusioneddisillusione&disillusione& the officers endand men as toto-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

tethe glory of war.war. An abstract ideaidea.. , such as insuring thethe-

safety
he-

arty
the-

safety
he-

arty
the-

safety
he-

artysafety of democracy , was no particular coinfortcomfortconsort to anan-

individual

an-

ind.ividual

an-

individualindividualind.ividual. who was undergoing the discomforts of activea.ctiveactivec-

ampaign.

a.ctivec-

ampaign.

activec-

ampaign.

.

campaign.campaign . If the spiritspirit of patriotism was present it waswas-

a

as-
aa weak , voiceless shadowsha.dow. , completely cowed by the idea thatthat-

any

tart-

an
that-

any

tart-

an
that-

any

tart-

anany show of sentiment was out of place in "TheTheliThe" ForeignForeign-

Legion"

Foreign-

Legion
For-

eign
Foreign-

Legionll
For-

eign
Foreign-

Legion"

Foreign-

Legion
For-

eignLegion"/Legion"LegionLegionll/LegionllLegion"/Legion"Legion"/./Most of the men of Company "E"EliD"liD11r,1111r11" , " were young -

excepting a few volunteers and some of t..etetceUtet't'*

.(:. e ReReulcrReducerRelllRerRear[;;-ulcrulcrula.rularulcerbulbar- .rr. ArmyArm-

ypersonnel

A-
mperes

Arm-

ypersonnel

A-
mperes

Arm-

ypersonnel

A-
mperespersonnel - andaJnd had become accustomed to hard workvJorkjoke , brokenbroken-

periods

broken-

hearted

"brobro"

broken-

periods

broken-

hearted

enen-

periods

e-
mperorsperiods of rest and irregular meals.meals. They were probablyprobably-

in

probab-
lyin as fine physical condition for the work before them asas-

could

s-

cold

as-

could

s-

cold

as-

could

s-

coldcould have been hoped for.for. Mentally , too , they were readyready-

for

Redf-

ord

ready-

for

Redf-

ord

ready-

for

Redf-

ordfor combat.combat. Their trench warfarewa.rfare. experiences made eacheach-

man

Bach-

man

each-

man

Bach-

man

each-

man

Bach-

manman feel that he was somewhat of a veteran , and as sucheuchouch ,

was anxious to appear disdainful of danger in the eyes ofof-

his

oa-

fish

of-

hie

O-

hio

of-

his

oa-

fishhishiehide comrades.comrades. For many tedious weeks these men had duckedducked-

on

dukedo-

mon the approach of a German shell and had cursed thethe-

senders

ten-

seness

the-

senders

ten-

seness

the-

senders

ten-

senesssenders of these missiles.missiles. Few Germans had been seen andand-

but

san-

dbur

and-

I

an-

d

and-

but

san-

dburbut very few shots had been firndfirAdfindfiredf i r cad by the company.company . So wewe-

i

wei-

r

w-

efind

de-

fined

we-

find.

de-

fined
I11 :

i" JJ/ /
!

,

' (!
. "

1-1' -

i

' Jit'U't't"' ,I
\

U'U'
,

'
t J, ' .

'(
/ flndfindfind.. tnethetine company withwi th an accumulation of hatred for thethe-

German

ste-

ersman

the-

German

ste-

ersman

the-

German

ste-

ersman6 , \ :

.

I

,

,
.ff. 1/1

1t.1t
/
t.t

.

.

f l/ll'I/ 'II' ' German soldier which was to be given an outlet in this ,
I.I / li'IliIiI' , '

.J
"

I..f, ;.
.t"tkttktatt"tkhttkhtithe" -hh- , r their first njump-OfnjumpOfjump-ofjumpnjumpO-

fIt

jumpof-

It
jum-

p
n - >

It is1s not difficult to criticize the actionsactions-

of

actio-
ns

;

' 1

'4
4i
i

of the company as a whole , and the errors of the companycompany-

and

compa-

ny
/

; 1 and higher commandersoommanders will be shown in painful detaildetailt-

hroughout

detailt-

hroughout

detailt-

hroughout
t
:11: throughout this engagement.engagement . However , should this accountaooountaccount-

have

account-

able

aooount-

have

account-

have

account-

able
! \

, i

, have been written in the style of many divisional hish1s-h1shis-his-

tories

h1s-

1

his-

tories

¬-

I'I
.
' tories , these facts would be glossed over , or omittedomitted-

3

,

I'iIi

i
. -3-3- 3-

partially

-
i

' I

l
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itit-

and

vi-

and

..,
...".

and the exploits of the company and its officersofficerse-

ulogized.
offi-

cers
officerse-

ulogized.
offi-

cers
officerse-

ulogized.
offi-

cerseulogized.eulogized. To those wnowhowino experiencedexp eriKeri encedfenced taetilethe physical1)hyslcal1hyslcalnhysical) , andand-

mental

ca-

ndent

and-

mental

ca-

ndent

and-

mental

ca-

ndentmental fAtiguefdtiguefeifie tiguetiger of extended combatcomb t , taeset'lesetlesetheseteaseleset't'

lese errors areare-

easily

gr-

easily

are-

ea.

ar-
ea

are-

easily

gr-

easilyeasilyea.ea. 11y understood , and no apology is necessary.necessary . FromFrom-

the

Frot-

hed

From-

the

Frot-

hed

From-

the

Frot-

hedthe lessles8 fortunate reader , who did not see this service ,

the same indulgence is expected.expectedexpected.P-

RELIMINARY

expected.P-

RELIMINARY

expected.P-

RELIMINARY

.

PRELIMINARY MOVEMENTSMOMENTSMOVEMEN-

TSThe

MOMENT-

SHist

Movem-

ents

Mome-

nts

The 16th Infantry , after servingservinserving :;.;' withwi th the FirstFirst-

Division

First-

Division

First-

DivisionDivision in the MontdidierMortifier sector for ten weeks , entruckedentrancedentrucked-

for

entranc-
edfor a "rest"restUrestIPurest" "! area in the vicinity of Dammartin-en-GroeleDammartinenGroeleDammartin-en-Goe1eGoe1eDammartin-en-GoeleGoeleDamnationGroveledGelled- - ,

(1)1( ) HistHist.Heist,. letl ii-
Di

m-

idi
northeast of Paris.Paris. (1)1( ) CompanyOompany "DDliD"liD"D"D" " , 16th Infantry ,,' 'wiih'-

the

wiih-

the

twili-

ght

'wTCh'wiih'wiihwatchswinish1wTCh-

Div.
watc-

hed
hh-

the

h-

ither

'

Div.DivDi v . , ,

'

p.pp . 100 the three other rifle companiescompa.nies. of the First BattalionBattalion-

was

Battali-
on

,

was billeted in the regimental area on July 13.13. TheTAThe-

I

Thei-

r

TTA-

entire

Tw-

enties

ee-

entire

e-

ntire
,

I I
II t10t-

I

' '

J ,

I

I.I-II-
J

*!
-

' t entire company had been placed in the barns and furnishedfurnishedr-

ooms

furnis-
hedI I

,. rooms of a chateauchat eau which belongedbelonbelong ed to tnetaletinet e estate of aa-

deceased

d-

eceased

a-

deceased

d-

eceased

a-

deceased

d-

eceaseddeceased captain of French Cnasseurs.CnasseursClla.sseurs.CllasseursCliasseurs.CliasseursNasserClassier. . The following threethree-

days

Thurs-

days

three-

days

Thurs-

days

three-

days

Thurs-

daysdays were spent in washingwas1.ingwas1ing! . clothes and in trying to de-dede-

louse

de-

louse

de-

louse

-

louse personnelpersonnel. ,. physical training , close order drill ,

inspections of equipment and games filled the days.daysdays-

.During

days-

.During

days-

.During

.

During the night , July 14-151415- , heavy firing was heard inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe direction of the front and rumors soon spread throughthrough-through-

out

¬-

out the company that a break-throughbreakthroughbxeak-throughbxeakbeak- had taken place andand-

that

can-

tata

and-

that

can-

tata

and-

that

can-

tatathat the Germans were again advancing on Paris.Paris. The normalnorma-

lroutine

anoma-

lousness

norma-

lroutine

anoma-

lousness

norma-

lroutine

anoma-

lousnessroutine was followed , in spite of these rumors , and at noon ,

all who desired passes left the billets with orders toto-

report

to-

rpor
to-

report

to-

rpor
to-

report

to-

rporreport in by "Taps"Taps"Tape"Tape" " that night.nightnight.-

About
ni-

ght
night.-

About
ni-

ght
night.-

About
ni-

ght
.

About 3:00300: PM ( July 15)15) orders were receivedreoeivedreceived-

from

recei-
ved

reoeived-

from

recei-
ved

received-

from

recei-
vedfrom battalion headquarters to be prepared to entruckentruokKentuckytenterhook by

5:00500: PMPI , that date.date. The next two hours were spent inin-

assembling

un-

assembled

in-

assembling

un-

assembled

in-

assembling

un-

assembledassembling equipment anda.ndend. clothing - much of whichwhioh waswas-

4-4-4- 4-

(1)

4-

1

4-

V

-

. . .... . . " . .. . _ . . . . . ..-- . . . . , V)) . " , . _ " . . ... . .. . . . . . . .
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r.r-

being

b-

eing

.

being dried - and in makingma.king. tnethetine packspa.cks. of thosettlosetrioseatlasestrios who werewere-

absent
wh-

ereas
were-

abEent

berea-

vement

were-

absent
wh-

ereasabsentabEent on pass.pass. The beddingbedd1n rolls of tnethetine officersf1cerso andand-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hemthe spare kits of the men werew re still en route by thethe-

animal

At-

henian

the-

animal

At-

henian

the-

animal

At-

heniananimal drawn sections of the trains , hence there had beenbeen-

no

ben-

neno opportunity to reequip any elements of the company.companycompany.-

By

compa-
ny

.

By 5:00500: PMPfd all but a few of those on pass hadhad-

returned

ad-

ventured

had-

returned

ad-

ventured

had-

returned

ad-

venturedreturned and the company hadhad.. been formed after a hot mealmeal-

was

Mal-

ays

meal-

was

Mal-

ays

meal-

was

Mal-

ayswas served.served. In addition , each man was given two sandwichessandwichsandwiches-

and

sandwic-
hes

sandwich-

and

sandwic-

hedand cautioned not to eat themtl1em before dark that night.nightni ht.ht. TheThe-

company

Et-

hiopian

The-

company

Et-

hiopian
oo-

company

c-

ompanycompany entruckedentranced snd9ndandsand the column started off - towards thethe-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reonfront again.again.again/again/ JULY 16 - 1717-

The

17-

The

17-

TheThe truck column stoppedstO:9JestO9Jestop-.ed.stop.ed.-,.: : . about 2:0020022:002200: AM andand-

shortly

sa-

ndshoe

and-

shortly

sa-

ndshoe

and-

shortly

sa-

ndshoeshortly thereafter a French officer , after talking ; in hishis-

native

Wh-

itsuntide

his-

native

Wh-

itsuntide

his-

native

Wh-

itsuntidenative language for a.a. considerable period of time , mademade-

known

mad-

dening

made-

known

mad-

dening

made-

known

mad-

deningknown that we were to detruck.detruckdestruct. This was done andand.. CompanyOompanyCompany-

"Dn

Compan-

yDn

Oompany-

liD"

Oompany-

liD

Company-

"D"

Compan-

yD

Compa-

ny"DnDnliD"liD"D"D" " was formed up on the side of the road and allowed toto-

"fall

to-

fall
o-

ffal
to-

"fallout"
t-

ofallout
o-

ffal
to-

"fall

to-

fall
o-

ffal"fallfall"fallout"fallout" out"out" while the officers stumbled through the darknessda.rknessdarkness-

in

da.rkness-

in

darkne-
ss

.

in search of someone who knew where we were to go.gogo-

.runner

go-

riness

go-olvl-Ag-oolvl-Aoll-AgoolvlArunn-er.- 44-

runnerrunner finally arrived with orders for the company to movemov-

e"into

mov-

einto

mov-

ement

mov-

e"into

mov-

einto

mov-

ement

mov-

e"into

mov-

einto

mov-

ement"intointo" those woods"woodswoodsll" , pointing to a black mass extendingextending-

across
exten-

ding
extending-

across
exten-

ding
extending-

across
exten-

dingacross the horizon.horizon. A gap wasw-aswas- dimly visible in the skysky-sky-

line

sky-

line

sky-

line

¬-

line and this proved to be a road , along which was foundfound-

a

fond-

aa mixed collection of companiescompa.n1escompan1es. of the 16th Infantry.InfantryInfantry.C-

ompany
Infa-

ntry
Infantry.O-

ompany
Infa-

ntry
Infantry.C-

ompany
Infa-

ntry
.

CompanyOompany "DBDB"D"D" " was pushed into this scene of confusion andand-

halted

ma-

ndated

and-

halted

ma-

ndated

and-

halted

ma-

ndatedhalted while the officers tried to find battalion headhead-head-

quarters.

head-

quarters

head-

quarters.

head-

quarters

head-

quarters.

head-

quarters

¬-

quarters.quarters. After about an hour of shouting and stumblingstumbling-

the

stumbli-
ngthe FirstF1rst Battalion , 16th Infantry , was formed and ourour-

march

out-

march

our-

march

out-

march

our-

march

out-

marchmarch towards the front started.started. From that time untiluntil-

daylight

outl-

aying
until-

daylight

outl-

aying
until-

daylight

outl-

ayingdaylight the procedure consisted of a marchmarohmacro of a fewfew-

4-4-4-4---4a--- a-aaM-

MCMK.

ha-

mmock

a.I-

CT.

-

MMCMK.MMCMKi1LtildlQW.i1LtildlQWMC....: .ICT.ICTCT. ......... ' 1> , a---a01'--01'01''*''..*..**. .*..*...-..- . - , . . . . . .mm.' low.low"_*. *IW'n'IWnInMro.MroMo*'*';'.;:: . ' '
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e.
..rr.-

rhundredhundred yardsardsbards - a halt ,) sometimes for a minute endand frefre-farefre-

quently
fre-

quently
fre-

quently

¬-
quentlyqueenly long enoughenouenough h to allowalloGallo% most of tnethetine company to fallfall-
asleep

all-
seed

fall-
asleep

all-
seed

fall-
asleep

all-
seedasleep - tnenthenteen moving forward .ndndRndandRand?. halting again.again. TneTheTileTine roa.droadroa.d-

led

radd-

led

road-

led

radd-

led

road-

led

radd-

led

.

led to a wooded hill-tophilltop- , whichw ichLich we reached shortly afterafter-
daylight

Latt-
er-day

after-
daylight

Latt-
er-day

after-
daylight

Latt-
er-daydaylight, , and went into bivouacbivouacxbivouacbivouac/bivouacbivouac-

During

bivo-
uac

bivouacD-
uring

bivou-ac /-xx- x-

During

D-

uringDuring the earlyea.rly. afternoon "officersofficers" call"call" waswas-

sounded

ast-

ounded

was-

sounded

ast-

ounded
..

sounded and the plans for the comingcom1nb attachattack wereere .discussed.discussed. .discussed.-

The

discuss-
ed

.

The regimental Machine G-unGunGun- Company , 16th InfantryIlfantry: waswa-

sattached
ab-

stracted
wa-

sattached
ab-

stracted
wa-

sattached
ab-

stractedattached to the battalion and the officers of that companycon any ,

withwi th the First Battalion personnel , mademe.demedeMeade. detailed plansplane forfor-

the
fo-

rte
for-

the
fo-

rte
for-

the
fo-

rtethe advance over several miles of the enemy lines.lineslines.-

We

lin-
es

.

We foundfound. . out , for the firrtfirstfirthfir t time , that wevie werewere-

a

were-

a.

wer-

eaa.. part of a concentration of the entire FiretFirstFret Division ,

and that we were situatedtU8.tedtU8ted8i . near PierrefondsPierrep
_ . . . _f ds_, ._in

. . . .. _
thehe Villers-VillersTillers-TillersFillersVillers-

Cotterets

V111eTillers-

Cotterets
Til-

lers
s-ss-

Cotterets

c-

oteries
-

I

; II-

JJ I .
i'ii'-I
i-

I

'

' , .
II-

I

CotteretsCoteries forest-forestforest.forestTheforest-. The First Division , in conjunction withwith-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

held
.I l.l the French Foreign Legion and the Second American Division ,

was to participate in a surprise attack south of Soissons.SoissonsOrisonsSoissons.-

The

Omissi-
ons

.

The French troops were to "bebe" on our rirhtrightri ht and the SecondSecon-

dDivision

Sec-
onded

Secon-

dDivision

Sec-
onded

Secon-

dDivision

Sec-
ondedDivision on the right of the Legion.Legion. V,7eV7eWe'geegee' , were informed thatthat-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hedthe four regiments of the First Division were to attackattack-

abreast

attac-

kable
attack-

abreast

attac-

kable
attack-

abreast

attac-

kableabreast , in order , from right to left : 18th Infantry ;

16th Infantry ; 26th Infantry ; and 28th Infantry.Infantry. TheTh-

egeneral

Te-

enier
Th-

egeneral

Te-

enier
Th-

egeneral

Te-

eniergeneral direction of attack was to be slightly south ofof-

east

fe-

ast
of-

east

fe-

ast
of-

east

fe-

asteast and the zones of action were neatly drawn across thethe-

ParisSoissons

the-

ParisSoissons

the-

ParisSoissonsParis-SoissonsParisSoissonsOrisons- road , over the Paris-SoissonsParisSoissonsOrisons- railroad ,

and pastastEast the Chateau-Thierry-SoissonsChateauThierrySoissonsChateau-Th1erry-So1ssonsTh1errySo1ssonsTheoryOrisons- - road.road. It lookedlooked-

to

look-
edto be a very simple maneuver - on the map.mapmap-

.All

ap-

pall

map-

.All

ap-

pall

.

All company commanders left by truck to go onon-

reconnaissance

on-

reoonnaissance

c-

oronaries
on-

reconnaissancereconnaissancereoonnaissance at 5:30530: PH.PHPM.PM. The companies , led by thethe-

second

th-

ereon

the-

second

th-

ereon

the-

second

th-

ereonsecond in commandcommandl, were ordered to marchma.rohmarohmacro. uuderuIJ.deruIJderunderudderguider. cover ofof-

darkness

o-

dorless

of-

darkness

o-

dorless. darkness to a new assembly positionpod t10n near MortfounjaiiuMortonMortfounjaiiu-

5

MortfouMorton: a.isi-a.isiraisina.isi-

5

aisi-

5

. -... _

j/iLL-/jiLLjiLLt-
.

jil-
t

- / _

.lIJMlIJMt..lIJMlima. / +: ;"
t.t -
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IV..

The truck stoppedstoppe about two miles weetwetwe t ofof-

CoeuvresetValsery
of-

CoeuvresetValsery
of-

CoeuvresetValseryCoeuvres-et-ValseryCoeuvresetValseryOeuvresFalser- - and the officers walked to FrenchFrench-

Division
Reci-

divistic
French-

Division
Reci-

divistic
French-

Division
Reci-

divisticDivision Headquarters which was located in the quarry westlestwest-

of

we-
st

west-

of

we-
st

=lest-

of
le-

stof Coeuvres.CoeuvresOeuvres. Here we waited until 11OCllOClOC: PMPsi when FrenchFrench-

guides
Fre-

nch
French-

guides
Fre-

nch(/ , I,

,
.

- guides appeared and were aesignedarsigneassignedarsine to eacheaceach officer.officer. TheThe-

L

The-

g

Eth-

el

Th-

e

Th-

eguides

He-

brides
L i1'1' '

guidesg uidesguides could not speak English , and.ndnd?. as I couldcould. . speaks.geaksgeaksoeaksteaksoak. butbut-

a

bu-

ta few words of French , considerable dii-ficultydiificultydifficultyiifacultydiJficuldifficult- ty wasvas: foundfound-

in

foundi-

ngin exchanging ideas.ideas. The guides had made one trip toto-

Division

to-

Division

to-

DivisionDivision Headquarters before beingbeintbent; detailed as such , andand-

that

can-

tata
and-

that

can-

tata
and-

that

can-

tatathat trip had been made during the hours of daylight.daylightdaylizht.daylizht.daylight.-

They

dayli-
ght

daylizht.-

They

dayli-
ght

daylight.-

They

dayli-
ght

.

They knew of no route to thet e front except by the main roadroad-

through

roa-

dhouse

road-

through

roa-

dhouse

road-

through

roa-

dhousethrough the town - and this roadroaroad had been denied us forfor-

our

for-

bore

for-

our

for-

bore

for-

our

for-

boreour march to the front.front. Off we wententKent , downown thetaetale steep hillhill-

into

hill-

ing
hill-

into

hill-

ing
hill-

into

hill-

inginto the darkened town - losing our way , retracing ourour-

steps
Bo-

urses

our-

steps
Bo-

urses

our-

stews

Bo-

ursesstepsstews , trying again and finally arriving in the battalionbattalion-

sector
battal-

ions
battalion-

sector
battal-

ions
battalion-

sector
battal-

ionssector where we were to start our attack.attack. So far thethe-

reconnaissance

the-

reconnaissance

the-

reconnaissancereconnaissance hadaadad confused rather thanthan.. helped me inin-

visualizing

in-

itializing
in-

visualizing

in-

itializing
in-

visualizing

in-

itializingvisualizing the terrain over wnichwLlichwhichwinchWillie the company must bebe-

led

be-

lled

be-

led

be-

lled

be-

led

be-

lledled during the following nicht.nichtnig'ht.nightnight..niche' . When1NhenThenI daylight came allall-

of

alo-

of

all-

of

alo-

of

all-

of

alo-

ofof the officers had arrived and we proceeded to the frontfront-

line

front-

line

front-

lineline and tried to pick out some point on the terrain whichwhich-

might

high-

light

which-

might

high-

light
. '

might help us during the early stages of the attack.attack . TheTh-

efront

Th-

ereon

Th-

efront

Th-

ereon

Th-

efront

Th-

ereonfront was a broad , gently rolling wheat field and beyondbeyond-

our

beyo-

ndour immediate front we could see nothing on account of aa-

morning

m-

orning

a-

morning

m-

orning

a-

morning

m-

orningmorning mist.mist. We were required to remain in the trenchestrenches-

as

trench-
esas the French officers were apprehensive lest the presencepresence-

of

presen-

ceof a large group of inquisitivein u1s1t1ve officers might alarm thethe-

German

ste-

ersman

the-

German

ste-

ersman

the-

German

ste-

ersmanGerman outposts and result in artillery fire on theirtheir-

positions.

the-
rapist

their-

positions.

the-
rapist

their-

Positions.

ther-

mosettingpositions.positions.. When I left the front line I was quite disdis-daisdis-

satisfied

dis-

satisfied

dis-

satisfied

¬-

satisfied with the opportunity afforded to actually seesee-

the

see-

the

see-

thethe positions we were to occupyocoupYcroupy - in fact I had, only aa-

general

g-

eneral

a-

general

g-

eneral

a-

general

g-

eneralgeneral idea of where we were supposed to go.go. The otherother-

6-6-6- 6-

I
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r

AA-

officers

O-

fficersofficers , I found out , were no 'betterbetter"better'" off.offoff.-

I

of-

f

.

I went back to the company "bivouacbivouacbivoua.c"

. in the ravineravine-

west

train-
ees

ravine-

weRt

revie-
wer

ravine-

west

train-
eeswestweRtwet of MortfountainMorton , walkingalkingvYalkingbalkingyakking the entire distanceistance in aa-

drizzling

d-

rizzling
a-

drizzling

d-

rizzling
a-

drizzling

d-

rizzlingdrizzling rain , and found tiietaetiet J.eJe. companycomp3.nycomp3ny. asleepsleep8 and nothingnotilingnoticingnothing-

done

nothi-
ng

notiling-

done

entail-
ing

nothing-

done

nothi-
ng

:

done to prepare forfOl'fOlfoal: ' the movement thatth t afternoon.afternoon . FortuFortu-FortFortu-

nately

Fortu-

nately

Fortu-

nately

¬-

natelyneatly , the weather clearedcleRred shortly after my arrival anda.ndand-

tents

ca-

ndent

a.n-

dtents

ca-

ndent

and-

tents

ca-

ndent

.

tents were struck endp"ndpndpond
" equipment laid out to dry.dryry.ry. All menmen-

were

me-

aner

men-

were

me-

aner

men-

were

me-

anerwere urged to leave their valuablesve.lue.bleeveluebleevoluble. . in tagged packagesac1age8{ inin-

care

si-

ncere

in-

care

si-

ncere

in-

care

si-

ncerecare of the company clerk and mostlL10st of them did this.this. TheTh-

eblanketroll
T-

elnet
Th-

eblanketroll
T-

elnet
Th-

eblanketroll
T-

elnetblanket-rollblanketroll- portion of tnethetine packs , which were to be leftleft-

behind

left-

behind

left-

behindbehind , were marked vithwithitch'1.ri1ri. tIltail the individual'sindividualsindiHindi vi ual'ualdual' s name and number.numbernumber-

.In

numberi-

ng

.

In the midst of this preparation , orders were receivedreceived-

from

recei-
ved

received-

from

receiv-

ed
received-

from

receiv-

edfrom regimental headquarters tot o make a comoletecOmletecomplete? check ofof-

combat

of-

combat

of-

combatcombat equipment.equipment. A similar check hadha.d. been1Jeen mademade1111lewhile\1111le1111lewimilesimile\' wewe-

were

se-

wer

we-

were

se-

wer

we-

were

se-

werwere resting in the chateau and I had been unable toto-

obtain

to-

oting
to-

obtain

to-

oting
to-

obtain

to-

otingobtain any replacement for the missing; articles.articles. As farfar-

as

fara-

ds

far-

as

fara-

ds

far-

as

fara-

dsas I could see , this order was of no help to us as wew-

ecertainly

en-

couragingly

w-

eceI'tainly

w-

eceItainly

e-

xcitingly

w-

ecertainly

en-

couraginglycertainlyceI'tainlyceItainly' could get no replacements in the few hourshour-

sleft

hor-
se

hour-

sleft

hor-
se

hour-

sleft

hor-
seleft before we started our march.march . I tried to obtain aa-

Very

a-

Very

a-

VeryVery pistol ( mine was still withwi th the rest of thetletinetale! companycompany-

equipment

com-
pany , *.
equipment on the wagons ) but found no one with any , muchmuc-

hless

mul-

ches

muc-

hless

mul-

ches

muc-

hless

mul-

chesless with any extra pistols.pistolspistole.pistolepistol. Canteens were filled andand-

extra

anc-

estral

and-

extra

anc-

estral

and-

extra

anc-

estralextra ammunition issued.issued. A hot meal was served and oneone-

meat

en-

ema

one-

meat

en-

ema

one-

meat

en-

emameat and
,

one jam sandwich issued to each man.man. AfainAr'ainArainAmainArianAmman' theythey-

were

he-
wer

they-

were

he-
wer

they-

were

he-
werwere cautioned to try and restrain their appetites untiluntil-

after

unila-

teral

until-

after

unila-

teral

until-

after

unila-

teralafter we were out of sighteight of the kitchenkitchekitchen.kitche-

he

kitch-
en

kitchen.-

The

kitch-
en

.

''TheThe' Thehe companywascompany-wascompanywas-company-company - was formed and the 1st Sergeant-

oalled

Serg-
eant

SergeantSergean-

tcalled

Serg-
eant

Sergean-

tcalled

Serg-
eantcalledoalledcoaled the roll and checked each man as he answered.answeredanswered.-

There

answe-

red
answered.-

There

answe-

red
answered.-

There

answe-

red
.

There was a marked tenseness in the attitude of the menmen-

as

maen-

ads

men-

as

maen-

ads

men-

as

maen-

adsas they stood "atat" ease"ease" after answering the roll.roll. EarlyEarly-

7-7-7- 7-

officers

7-

.k

7-

k

7-7-
.

:.kk. '
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V.V-

i

V-

in

V-

ain

.

in thetr.etretare. roll-callrollcall- tnereTerre waewaswade ana.n. answer of "nere"nere"herellherell"here"heremerethere'll" " vwrichrichc-

uavered

'ich11chLich11c-

hcuavered

ich-

cusvered
ic-

ehousecusveredcuaveredclusteredquavered a bit andend most of the company smiled.smiled. ThereThere-Ther-

eafter

Ther-

eafter

Ther-

eafter

¬-

after the answers were somewhat louder than necessarynecesEarynecessary-

and

necesEary-

a.n
necessarya-

nd.
necessa-

ryandand.a.nan. . calledc '
..1111. ed out withwi th studiedstudistudio ed incifference.incifferenceindifference.indifference.indiHindi ff erence.erenceTerence. The last ofof-

the

of-

ten
of-

the

of-

ten
of-

the

of-

teni the 218 rifles came to "orderorder" arms"armsa.rms". " and CompanyOompeny "D"DliD"liDI'D"ID"D-

"16th

D-
16th

liD-

"16th

liD-

16th

I'D-

"16th

ID-

16th

"' "

16th Infantry , "TheThe" ForeignFOI'eignFOIeignFolioing' Region"Regionegion"egionLegion"Legion" , was ready to startstart-
on

stati-
onon its first offensive fight.fightfight.'-

The

fight-

The

fig-
ht

fight.-

the

fig-
ht

. ff-

"fhe

f-

fhe
f-

ife
-

....,.--'The'TheThe-. .,.-"fhefhe--thethehe"-. .. ' roads leadingIfaFa! 1ng; towardstow3rds the front were jammed ,

so that CompanyOompany "DDliD"liD"D"D" " , in the battalionbatts.lionbattslion. column , marched inin-

column

lin-

oleum

in-

colunm

L-

incoln

in-

column

lin-

oleumcolumncolunm of two'stwostwo I' s andand.. most of the time we were lucky to bebe-

on

b-
on

be-

on

b-
on

be-

on

b-
onon the road at all.all. Darkness came soon aftera.ftaft. er tnethetine startstart-

and

tart-
an

start-

and

tart-
an

start-

and

tart-
anand thunder clouds forming overhead soon blotted out eveneven-

the

seve-

nth

even-

the

seve-

nth

even-

the

seve-

nththe helpful light of the stars.stars. Then the thunder crashedcrashed-

and

crash-
edand rain fell in torrents.torrents. The road was soon a sticky ,

yet slippery , quagmire ; packs became wet and heavy ; menme-

nstumbled

en-

tombed

me-

nstumbled

en-

tombed

me-

nstumbled

en-

tombedstumbled andend fell and arose covered with mud.mud. Flashes ofof-

lightning
f-

light
of-

lightning
f-

light
of-

lightning
f-

lightlightning showed a road filled from gutter to gutter withwith-

animaldrawn

with-

animaldrawn

with-

animaldrawnanimal-drawnanimaldrawn- vehicles , motors , tanks and numerous columnscolumns-

of

colum-
nsof foot-troops.foottroops.troops- . There was loud shouting - drivers urgingurging-

their

urg-
ing

urging-

their

urg-
ing

urging-

their

urg-
ingtheir teams onward - lost columns trying to find theirtheir-

organizations

their-

organiza.tions

their-

organizationsorganizationsorganiza.tions. - men cursing when wagonswa.gons. or trucks lostlost-

their
clo-

thier

lost-

their
clo-

thier

lost-

their
clo-

thiertheir direction and edged into them - it was a scene ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe wildest confusion.confusion. The rate of march was slow -

perhaps a half a mile an hour - for each man had to holdhold-

to

hol-

dto the equipment of the man ahead to keep from becomingbecomin-

gseparated

beco-
ming

becomin-

gseparated

beco-
ming

becomin-

gseparated

beco-
mingseparated in the inky night.nightnight.-

I

nighti-

e

.

I was surprisedsuxpr1sed whenw en we halted at the quarryquarry-

French

quarr-

ymen

quarry-

French

quarr-

ymen

quarry-

French

quarr-

ymen( French Division Headquarters ) for the inarchmarchinarching had seemedseemed-

endless.

see-
med

seemed-

endless.

see-
med

seemed-

endless.

see-
medendless.endless. The men threw themselves on the rain-soakedrainsoakedrainsoakedg-

round

ransac-
ked

rainsoakedg-

round

ransac-
ked

rainsoakedg-

round

ransac-
ked

-

ground , utterly exhausted.yj/Theexhausted.yjTheexhausted.J'TheexhaustedJTheexhausted./Theexhausted.exhausted.//' combined French andand-

American

Pan-

-American

and-

merioan

An-

derson

and-

American

Pan-

-AmericanAmericanmerioanmerion Headquarters was also a scene of confusionoonfusion -

excited FrenchFrenoh officersoffioers trying to find AmericanAmerioan CommandersCommanders-

8-8-8- 8-

in

8-

i

8-_
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T.
.&

and assign guides to them./T'hethem.T'heThethem./Thethemthem.them.// ' guides for CompanyJotnp3ny: liD"liD"D"DliD-

"were

liD-

were

gl-

ider

"D"-

were

D-
were

W-

ere
" DD-

were

W-

ere
"

were finally found , andc'ndcnd2ndnd' , as I had fearedfe9Ted , two newrJ.ewrJewJew. guidesg"Uidesguides-

had

g"Uides-

ha.d

guid-
es

"

hadha.d. been sent.sent. These guides , tooteotcotoetaco , had never been throught-roughtroughtrough-

Coeuvres

rough-
houses

through-

Coeuvres

throu-
ghout

t.t.::.- roughrough-

Coeuvres

roug-

hhousesCoeuvresOeuvres at night , except by waywa.y. of tnethetine mainuainain: road , andB.ndBndBandand-

had

hand-

held

B.n-

dhad

and-

had

hand-

held

.

had but one helpful idea - they knewkne'w' when tr.eirtreir1eirtruert h.h.. e it own frontfront-

line
front-

line

front-

lineline trenches were reached.reachedreached.-

The

reach-
ed

.

The route assigned Co "D"D" " led tnrougnthrougl1taroug-fltarougfltrogontrough-

thethe-

fields

Sh-

effield

the-

fields

Sh-

effield

the-

fields

Sh-

effieldfields and down the steepsteersteesteed , elopeslope into the town of CoeuvresOeuvresCoeuvres-

and

Courtes-

anand thence along an unimproved road to the front line.lineline.-

About

line-

arity
line.-

About

line-

arity
line.-

About

line-

arity

.

About one hundred yards from the French p.C.pC. . the pathpath-

became

patc-

hable

path-

became

patc-

hable
"

became so steep and slipperyslirperyslislid peryPerry that each of the 219218 menmen-

had

menh-

aden

men-

had

menh-

aden

men-

had

menh-

adenhad to be helped ciodOtnd.o-v.nd.ov.ndOn.
-. n this decline.decline. Darkness and rainmainrain-

added

rein-

vade

raina-

.dded

rein-

vade

main-

added

mar-

inadeaddeda.dded. to the difficultydifficuldifficult ty of this nrocedureprocedure ,, anda.nd. over one-

hour

ons-

hore

oneone-

hour

ons-

hore

one-

hour

ons-

horehour was spent in moving a hundred yards to the front.frontfront.-

The

fro-
nt

front.-

The

fro-
nt

.
'

/ ''The company<
sv

themthethem\
/

, formed in singlesing'lsingl' e file'file' andtndtend holding totos-
v

toe-

s
to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe man in front each individual tried to keep his placeplace-

in

placi-

ngin the formation as it wound downd.own. into the ruined towntowytowntoytowyM-

ost
townM-

ost
topm-

ost
/

Most of the men were muddy and all were wet and tiredtired-

and

Irela-

nd
tired-

and

Irela-

nd
tired-

and

Irela-

ndand disgusted with War and everyone connected with it.itit.-

The

bi-

tted

it.-

The

bi-

tted

it.-

The

bi-

tted

.

The troubles of the company were not over byby-

any

ba-

ndy

by-

any

ba-

ndy

by-

any

ba-

ndyany means.means. Our guides led us through yards , in ruinedruined-

houses

round-

houses

ruined-

houses

round-

houses

ruined-

houses

round-

houseshouses and over fences.fences. One of the companyoompany buglers ,

AbieAb1eAbide GoldbergGoldbert , remarked : "WhatWhat" d'helldhellhell' do they think I-

am

A-

im

II-

am

A-

im

I-

am

A-

imam *, a - _..... .. alley cat11cat ? " Everyone nearby laughed ,

partly because the companyoompany comedian had spoken and partlypartly-

because

pa-
rtly

partly-

beoause

pa-
rtly

partly-

because

pa-
rtlybecausebeoause of the aptness of the remark.remark. Goldberg'sGoldbergsGoldberg'GoldbergGolGeol erg'erg

,

' s remarkremark-

spread

rem-

arks
remark-

spread

rem-

arks

- . . '

spread along the columnoolumn and soon there was a referenceeferencedeferencel'l' toto-

"alley

to-

alley

to-

malley

to-

"alley

to-

alley

to-

malley

to-

"alley

to-

alley

to-

malley"alleyalley" cat"cat" ,., accompanied by much laughter , whenever aa-

man

A-

mman

a-

man

A-

mman

a-

man

A-

mmanman climbedolimbedlimbed over any obstruction.obstructionobstruotion.obstruotion. Jesting replaced-

grumblingand

replacedreplaced-

grumbling

repl-
aced

replaced-

grumblingandgrumblinggrumbling-andgrumblingand- and a few of the irrepressibles1rrepress1blesirrepressible at the head ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe columnoolumn started a discordant song about the adventuresadventures-

of

adventur-

esof a young lady named "lulu"lulu"tulu"tulu"." " . The spirit of the companyoompanycompany-

9

oompany-

9-9-9- 9-

and

9-

T

9-

and

-
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IV..
464-

6roserose perceptibly when a man fell into the deep canalcanal-

in

canalli-

ngin the center of the town and was pulled out amid thethe-

derisive
he-

aders
the-

derisive
he-

aders
the-

derisive
he-

adersderisive shouts of the company.company . Everyone within yellingyelling-

distance
yel-

ling
yelling-

distance
yel-

ling
yelling-

distance
yel-

lingdistance felt called upon to think urunup> a "wise-crack""wisewisecrack"crack"wise-cracktrcracktrcracker" - " atat-

the

ba-

the

at-

the

ba-

the

at-

the

ba-

thethe expense of the shivering man , and there was laughterla.ughterlaughte-
rall

la.ughte-

rall

laught-
er

.

all along thet e column as the march wasWPsPs, resumed.resumedresIDned.resIDnedresIDedresumed.-

The

resum-

ed
resIDned-

.he

reside-

d
resumed.-

The

resum-

ed
.

Thehe two guides havingha.ving. arrived st a decision asas-

to

As-

ton

as-

to

As-

ton

as-

to

As-

tonto the correct route , the company resumed the marchma.rch. upup-

the

U-

te
up-

the

U-

te
up-

the

U-

tethe road leading to the front.front. ItsIsAs we arrived at a cross-crosscr08S-cr08Scrossr-

oadr

cross-

road

cr08-
Stheg

cros-

stau
Co-

sta
-

- - -- -- - --- - -----roadrroadr-tautauroar--- - thetheguidesthegides4Hebridesthe----gtheg-- --guides-guides--guidesindieaguides. -i--d-e-s---4ides4-ides4laated-- -w- ---indi-eaindieaHindiZz-- - , -l-aa-t-ed-laated-laatedtlG'tlaatedtlGtblattedzzuazure: -oat- -sedrdru- thattl-G'ttlG'tGt-: ,
' -wev{e1-11w- wm?.cc?. °

-ro-e---t-Q-etQvv-

I

-etQgo---vv-to+v- - go-go- ry
, - to-toto--tothetote*v- - thethe-thexighttherightheight! - right.rightxightsightright.-

I

righ-

t
!.

I feltf el t sure that I had taken the left roadroad.. on the nightnight-

before
kni-

ghted
night-

b

nigh-

t
night-

before
kni-

ghtedbeforeb ef 0 r e and could not be convinced that the front line laylay-

to

Layt-

on

lay-

to

Layt-

on

lay-

to

Layt-

onto our right.rightri gh t . The guides had been lost many times beforebefore-

on

befo-
reon our march and I hadha.d. no confidence in tneirtileirtheirtiniertiller sense ofof-

direction.

co-

dification

of-

direction.

co-

dification

of-

direction.

co-

dificationdirection.direction . So I halted the company and took an officerofficer-

and

officera-

.nd

officera-

nd.

officer-

ed
offic-

eranda.ndand.. . my orderly with me to reconnoiter the left road.roadroad-

.Lightning

road-

.Lightning

road-

.Lightning

.

Lightning flashes illuminated111umlneted the road at intervals andand-

I

an-

dI was certain that the guides were againaga.1naga1n. wrong.wrong. Then aa-

mounted

a-

mounted

a-

mountedmounted Military Policeman accosted me and asked what II-

was

W-

as
I-

was

W-

as
I-

was

W-

aswas doing , skulking.skulking. The ensuing conversation waswa.s. lively ,

with the mounted man getting more and more suspicious ofof-

my

To-

mmy

of-

my

To-

mmy

of-

my

To-

mmymy actions and attitude.attitude. Our conversation must have beenbeen-

quite

Be-

nnie

been-

quite

Be-

nnie

been-

quite

Be-

nniequite audible for a Military Police officer rode up andand-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hemthe entire explanation was repeated.repeated. By this time I waswas-

convinced

W-

isconsin

was-

oonvinced

as-

sonance

was-

convinced

W-

isconsinconvincedoonvinced that a mental kink had caused myn losslose ofof-

direction

co-

dification

of-

direction

co-

dification

of-

direction

co-

dificationdirection and I ended the argument by leading the officerofficer-

to

office-

rt
offic-

er

_

tot o the halted company.companycompany.-

We

compa-

ny

.

We took the right-handrighthand- road , much to the satissatis-satinssatis-

faction

satis-

faotion

satis-

faction

satis-

faction

¬-

factionfaotion of the two guides , and soon joined in a stream ofof-

men

o-

men

of-

men

o-

men

of-

men

o-

menmen pushing up a narrow trail leading over the crestorestforest ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe rise.rise. There were four columns on this trail , threethree-

going

threa-

ding

three-

going

threa-

ding

three-

going

threa-

dinggoing towards the front , andB.ndBndBand. one FrenchFI'enohFIenohFein' column movingmoving-

10-10-10-10-

rose

1011-

0.

-

110.110.<....
: .. . .. . ,. ;. _ _ ._ _ . _ . ." , . _

tt-

IV

I-

V



IV..,
lowlo-

wback.

bl-

owback

I

back.back. The stars were now aiding us in finding our way ,
0.0-

andand taethe eastern sky snowedshowed faint streaks of light.light. II-

could

C-

ould
I-

could

C-

ould
I-

could

C-

ouldcould not understand the slow forwardfor 'ardardWard' movement of thethe-

column

T-
heo

the-

column

T-
heocolumn until I reachedreached. . the top andend found a three-footthreefootthreefoot-
stepoff

threefoot-
stepoff

threefoot-
stepoff

-
step-offstepoff- , over which everyone was recuiredreouiredrecurredrequired to pass.passps.ss.psss. . TheThe-

ground

Th-

ereon
The-

ground

Th-

ereon
The-

ground

Th-

ereonground was slippery and the step too high for a man toto-

get
R-

oget

to-

get
R-

oget

to-

get
R-

ogetget up ( in the dark ) without some help.help. I ordered thethe-

first
th-

eirs
the-

first
th-

eirs
the-

first
th-

eirsfirst two men of CompanyCompa.ny. fD"fDliD"liDt { D"D" to remove their DackspacksDecks andand-

to

an-

do

and-

to

an-

do

and-

to

an-

doto help up the remaining men of the companycom ) any - but not toto-

nelp
t-

one
toi-

z

To-

ni
_ _ _ )nelpnoeliz elphelpp_ _

up12-1212ny- _
any

_

ny but\.! _
CompanyConmanyQ9_ J'YJY}' _ _ "DLmenDLmen1D11menDolmenflJtflit"": __m _nlJJ.E'nlJJE_ .!_ _ JnaJonah._ ' fewf ew _ miuutes-4kmiuutes4kminutesmiuutes4k-

entire
mtnuninu.tninutmenuminuet. s----t-M--stMstM-

entire
sta-

men
s-e-sesee-

ntire
seve-

nties
----- - --

entire company was assembleda.ssembled. on the trail.trail. It mustITU8t! bebe-

admitted

re-

admitted

be-

admitted

re-

admitted

be-

admitted

re-

admitted. admitted that the maneuver , previously referred to ,

resulted in a rapid exchange of comments betweenbet ewreenwren myselfmyself-

and

mys-
elfand the officers of the blocked columns , but the principleprinciple-

of

princip-
leof the overshadowed """'""-"""objective that of cooperatioju-1cooperatioju1cooperationcooperatiocooperationcooperatio-

Once

cooperat-

ion
-

Once on the level plain , we moved to the leftleft-

front

effe-

rent
left-

front

effe-

rent
left-

front

effe-

rentfront and halted in a position which I estimated to bebe-

the

be-

thel

be-

the

be-

thel

be-

the

be-

thelthe one pointed out to me the previous morning.morning; . ItI t waswas-

now

wash-

bowl

was-

now

wash-

bowl

was-

now

wash-

bowlnow light enough to see other columns moving into positionposition-

and

position-

edand I realized that little time remained before the "jump-"jumpjump"jump-

off"

jum-
poff

ju-
mp

"jump-

off"

jum-
poff

ju-
mp

"Jum-

poff"

Jum-
poff

Ju-
mp

" -

off"off" . The company was formed in the "normalnormal" approach"approachapproach"-

formation

approach-

formation

appr-
oach

approach"-

formation

approach-

formation

appr-
oach

approach"-

formation

approach-

formation

appr-
oach

"

formation , with two platoons in the forward wave andand.. twotwo-

in

tw-

in

two-

in

tw-

in

two-

in

tw-

inin support.support. Each platoon , in turn , formed in two lines ,

so that the formation from front to rear was as follows :

one section of each of the leading platoons - in line ofof-

squad

m-

osque

of-

squad

m-

osque

of-

squad

m-

osquesquad columns - a distance of seventy-fiveseventyfive- yardsyardeyarded - twotw-

osections

tw-

eeting
tw-

osections

tw-

eeting
tw-

osections

tw-

eetingsections of the leading units in line of squad columns -

" . . , . . ' " ' . . . . . . . _ . . .. . . . , ' " . .
1509..y'ds9yds150.yards150yards

",
9..y'9.y9y. . .,

yards
' . '

ds
. . . . . . .

distance
. . . . -.7.7..7.- . . . . . . . . , . . . .

-
. _

and
. . . . . . . . . .

the
_ . . ._ . _ .

two
. . _ . . . _ . "

support
. . _ . " . . . . .

platoons
.. . . . . . . . . .

formedforme-

dsimilarly

formed.7-
.

formed-
7

forme-

dsimilarlysimilarly to the assault platoons.platoonsplatoons.-

The

platoo-
ns

.

The company had not fully completed gettinggetting-

Into

getti-
ng

getting-

into

getti-
ng

getting-

into

getti-
ngInto the above formation when it became soeo light that II-

feared

F-

eared

I-

feared

F-

eared

I-

feared

F-

earedfeared further movement might attract enemyenemy' ' fire andand-

11

and-

11

and-

11-11-11- 11-

back.

11-

back

11I-

V

-



T.T-

ordered

O-

rdered

.

r...

ordered everyone to remain in tneirtheirtinier present position andand-

to
an-

do

and-

to
an-

do

and-

to
an-

doto correct their formationsformptions when we startedsterte6 uhethehe advance.advanceadvance-

.Platoon
adv-

ance
advance-

.Platoon
adv-

ance
advance-

.Platoon
adv-

ance
.

Platoon leaders were assembled vithithwithitch, n.enemeone. in a largel8rge snell-snellshell-shellsmellsnell-

liole

shell-

hole
hell-

hole
shell-

hole
hell-

hole

-
lioleholelolled and final instructions were given for taetnethetine attack.attackattack-

.x
attack.oo-

ooo

atta-
ck

attack.-

One

atta-
ck

. -
,xooooo One lieutenantlieutenpntlieutennt? waswes very obviouclyobviously drunk.drunkd.runk. . I hadhad-

noted

ad-
opted

had-

noted

ad-
opted

had-

noted

ad-
optednoted hishiehide good vorki'orkiorkworkforkirk'; during the advanceadva.nce. and I vaswas\ as muzzleduzzledpuzzledguzzledmuzzled-

as
puzzled-

as
muzzl-

ed

puzzl-
ed

;
,

> uzzled-

as
guzzl-

edas to the source of his liauorliquor.liquor . I foundfounfount'fount' that his canteencanteen-

had

cante-
en

canteen-

had

cante-
en

canteen-

had

cante-
enhad been filled with cognac anda.nd. that most of it had beenbeen-

consumed

be-
acons

been-

consumed

be-
acons

been-

consumed

be-
aconsconsumed within the last fewfelfeel? minutes.minutes. TrieTheTribe remainderrem 1inder ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten
- - -- ---. .. - _ _

the liouorliquor vwas< as v.astedvastedwastedvested. in the bottom of the shell-hole"butshellhole"butholebutshellhoiebuthalibuthellholeshellhole"butt-

he
shellholebutt-

he
hellhol-e
shellhoieshell-'holeshell'holeholehellhole-:' , -but-but"-_but-

the

bu-

tte
butbut-

the

bu-

tte

-

the problem of what to do with aa.. g-loriouslygloriouslyrloriouslygloriously- drunkGrunkGunk plctoonpletoonplatoonplctoon-

leader

pletoon-

leader
pept-

one
platoon-

leader
plat-

oonleader vaswas; not solved.solved. This officer was a good[oodod leader ,

and even on previous periods of intoxication had proven-

more

prov-

en
proven-

more

prov-

en
provenproven-

more

prov-

enmore efficient tnanthannan some of the sober officers , yet II-

hesitated

H-

esitated

I-

hesitated

H-

esitated

I-

hesitated

H-

esitatedhesitated to entrust a platoon to nim.nimnm. On the otnerothertonerof + er handhand-

I

han-

dI did not feelf eel that I shoulds110uld send him to the rear and thusthus-

spare
hu-

ssar
thus-

STIare

thir-

stier

thus-

snare

hu-
ssarspareSTIaresnareSTare him from the hard work and danger ahead of tnethetine restrest-

of

pres-

to

rest-

of

pres-

to

rest-

of

pres-

toof us.us. So I sent him backba.ck. to his platoon and calledca.lled. hishiehidehis-

platoon

iso-

lation
hie-

pletoon

Sh-

elton
his-

platoon

iso-

lationplatoonpletoon sergeant to the shell-holeshellhole- and gave him the comcom-co-

mplete

co-

mplete

co-

mplete

¬-

pletepete instructions relative to the part his platoon waswas-

to

wa-

ste

was-

to

wa-

ste

was-

to

wa-

steto play in the attackattack. ,. One extenuating circumstance inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe case of this officer was that he was, convincedconvincconvinceed hehe-

would

Sh-

erwood

he-

would

Sh-

erwood

he-

would

Sh-

erwoodwould not survive the fifightht , and had given away all of hishis-

clothes

dis-

hcloths

his-

clothes

dis-

hcloths

his-

clothes

dis-

hclothsclothes and eouipmenteauipmentequipment , excepting that which he carried onon-

him.

co-

nium

on-

him.

co-

nium

on-

him.

co-

niumhim.him. My anxiety about him came to an end shortly afterafter-

the

aftert-

ime

after-

the

aftert-

ime

after-

the

aftert-

imethe "jump-off""jumpjumpoff"off"jmoff"jmoffjumbo"jmjm" -off"off"off- " when he was instantly killed.killed. UtUpU > to thatthat-

time

Ha-

ttie

that-

time

Ha-

ttie
.

time hishiehide actions had been beyond criticism , and it waswa-

sapparent

wa-

sapparent

wa-

sapparentapparent to me that the nerve-rackingnerveracking- incidents of thethe-

period

ch-

eerio

the-

period

ch-

eerio
- . - . .

period just prior to our "jump-off1"jumpjumpoff1"jump-off"off"off" - " had served to sobersober-

him

sober-

ing

sober-

him

sober-

ing

sober-

him

sober-

inghim quickly.quickly. .

. AAlonglongongFong column of tanks approaching from thethe-

west

che-

wiest

the-

west

che-

wiest

the-

west

che-

wiestwest of OoeuvreeOoeuvresOeuvreOeuvres set up a loudloud. . clatter and the lightslights-

18

lights-

12-18-18-12-12-18-

ordered

12I.-

lJ.

12I-

lJ

-

I.lJ.IlJIl: . :
. .' ,: , ' i \ ' ', . " ,j.j. , . ..... '



.

through the open doors, could be seen from our position.positionp08ition.p08itionposition.-

I

p08ition.-

I

p08ition-

I

positio-
n

.

I weswasK 2s coneter.tlyconetertlycontritelyconf.tc.conftcContaccon :.
:= tr.rtlytrrtlytartly. :.tlytally T.eitii.jTeitiijTheistv.eiveiveilVPitillPistil. tijtai! . :,:

, forZOJ.ZOJor.
' rr:. '."''c1c1+'ciLCCLcoilCC: , : .nn. n tLcllfib.ellfibellTLCDibrell. ell to psspFsspassfussp ?1EE overovelhovelover-

head

¬-vrheadheflchef . ontcontootc tleirtl.fil'tlfiltheirloftilyt . sir' positionpOEition"pOEitionYpoHypo ; itionIlion ," but "zero"zerolzero"lzero"! " LourL.our. came nearernea.l'ernealermealier.
' : end-

necrer

en-

terer
and-

necrer

pa-

nderer

end2ndand2n-

dnesrernecrernesrernearer pndpondP? nd ellall ni-ssnisswas- cuietquiet on the German sideside-

There

ind-

enter

side-

There

ind-

enter

sidejsidesidejh-
ere

sid-eTherehere waswa.s. nothing : left to cod.odo?.oo.. but wait for thethe-

hour

the-

ory
the-

hour

the-

ory
the-

hour

the-

oryhour of 4:35435: to approach andsndendsand as I slidsli downGown into the head-headhead-

quartere

head-

quartered

head-

quarters

head-

quarters

-

quarterequartersquartered shell-holeshellhole- I became conscious , for the first timetime"timetime-

"tht

tim-
etht

timo-

thy

,"

thattht? I was rcoreoremorecore tired than I had ever been before.before. MyM-

ybody

Em-

body

M-

ybody

Em-

body

M-

ybody

Em-

body and brainbra.in. becamebeea.mebeeamebeamed. numb ende.nclencland.and. . aea.,. wave of depressiondepression-

settled

depres-
sions

deDresdecreesdepression-

settled

depres-
sions

ionbody .
_ __ _ ___ _ _ ___ _ _ ____ _ _ ______ -- --- - --- --- - - - - - - - - - - - -- -

_ _ _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _
__ _ ___ __ _ --- - - - - n -

settled over 1,1/1,1111,-

1A

11-

A

ue.ueiae.iaeiaue.-

A

ure-

a

iae.-

A

Hiale-

ah

, /.ue.Xex:X'
A red and?'nd.nd. green flarefl l'ele' rose from the :r-eraianreraianEurasian- ermanBerman lineline-

and

line-

man

line-

and

line-

man

line-

and

line-

manand in an instant ans-eringanseringHanserringansHans
,
,

-' : eringeyingerring flares arosee..roseeroserose. . all elonelonf.elonffelon;;
. . the line.-

We

lin-

e
line.lineline.-

fte

linefe-

ed

.

fteWefate" ; e knevknev.knewknev.'I.thatknevIthatKeita,.
' what\'I.that'I.thatIthatThat\'

. to expect andand. . within a few seconds the Germa-

nbarrage

Ger-
man

GermanGerma-

nbarrage

Ger-
man

Germa-

nbarrage

Ger-
manbarrage fell aroundround us.us. Almost five minutes to vav.aitlvaitlvailv.aitl-

The

Va-

il
,;

.;a..itaitalit.:. it !

The air seemedseemec.seemec. to be filledfill ed witnvitawinvi; tn GermanlerwanGeraanloran( , shellssmellss ells - thethe-

ground

th-

ereon

the-

groun6

the-

ground

th-

ereongroundgroun6 rocked and the din of the continuous exolosion-

surged

explos-

ions

exvlosion-

surged

explos-

ions
exolosionexplosionexvlosionexplosion-

surged

explos-

ionssurged over us as a heavy wave.wave. All the occupants of thethe-

headquarters

the-

hea.dqua.rters

the-

headquartersheadquartershea.dqua.rters. . shell hole gravitated towards the deepestdeepest-

part

deep-

est
deepest-

part

deep-

est
deepest-

part

deep-

estpart anda.nd. I believe it wouldV10ul have been physically impossibleimpossible-

for

impossi-

blefor any of us to hsvehe..vehevehaveheave. ,. climbed out during those firstf1 rstrest fewfew-

seconds.

fe-

stoons

few-

seconds.

fe-

stoons

few-

seconds.

fe-

stoonsseconds.seconds .

One sergeantsergea.nt". ," withPithwi th company headquarters , was soso-

much

sl-

ouch

so-

much

sl-

ouch

so-

much

sl-

ouchmuch more frightenedfr1ght ned than the rest of the group that some-

one

somesome-some-

one

some-

one

¬-

one laughed, and the tenseness was broken.brokenbroken.-

A

broke-

n

.

A shell burst - cloudscloucJsclocks of dust rolled into the-

hole

thre-

shold

thethe-

hole

thre-

shold

the-

hole

thre-

sholdhole -_ the acrid powder fumes caused all of us to cough -

someone near by called. for help - and "zero"zerozero"Nz":. eroNero " hourJ.ourJour. wa-

sstill

Ba-

stille

waswa-

sstill

Ba-

stille

wa-

sstill

Ba-

stillestill some minutes away.away. WithW1th nothing to do but wait and-

brace

han-

dbrake

andand-

brace

han-

dbrake

and-

braoe

han-

dbrakebracebraoebrae ourselves against the sides of the shell-holeshellhole- , thethe-

outlook

th-

rottle

the-

outlook

th-

rottle

the-

outlook

th-

rottle far from reassuring.reassuring. The minuteminute-

hand

minute-

man

minute-

hand

minute-

man

minute-

hand

minute-

man

outlook for the day was

hand was nearly at 4:45445: , when a solitary American gungun-

spoke

uns-

poken

gun-

spoke

uns-

poken

gun-

spoke

uns-

poken instantly followed by a thunder of noisenoise-

which

no-

ise
noise-

whioh

no-

ise
noise-

which

no-

ise
spoke , and was

whichwhioh made the German barrage barely audibleaudible.audible-

13

audible.-

13

aUdi'ble.YaUdibleYaUdiblYaUdi'ble.Y-
13

aUdibleY1-

3

'
,.

-13-13-13--13-

through

13.-

N'

13-

N

- ---
I

.
'
. . .N'N. ' , . . ' . . ' .



.... ...IrIr-

This

B-

irths

.11.ww. t .

THEH.JUMP-OFrH.JUMPOFrORH.JUMPOFr-

This

!...
JUMP-OFFJUMPOFFJUMPOFF-

This

-

This American barrageba.rrp.g'ebarrpge. . ' Treev.-ev.ewe.
-

E'Es' the mostnost: inspiringinspiring-

incident
insp-

iring
inspiring-

incident
insp-

iring
insrins±'ingingKing'ing-

incident
ing-

incident
fin-

ickiest
'

incident in the five days'days' fighting.fighting. yeIle;;e , who had beenbeen-

depressed
be-

nders
been-

C

bee-
n

been-

depressed
be-

ndersdepressedepressedC sndendsand were dreading; the formationforne.tlonfornetlonfornraticn) . of the companycompan-

yunder

comp-
any

company-

un6.er

compan-

yun6er

compan-

yunder

comp-
anyunderun6.erun6er. thetl1e German barrageba.rrageba.rI'abarIaarIa.

' , e , novnO'NnONnow' ; jumped up andend hurriedl1urriec intointo-

our

ind-

oor

into-

our

ind-

oor

into-

our

ind-

oorour placespIeces in the "aoproacnaoproacnUarproacnnapproachArroba" .DproacilDproacilProzac. : march"marchIU.1rch"IU.1rchIU1rch.' " formation.formationfor ation.ationaction. It was aa-

greet

g-

reet
a-

greet

g-

reet
a-

grect

e-

gretgreetgrect relief to haveh ve somethingsometsome inEcine; to do ; the officers toto-

supervise

tr-

ouper
to-

supervise

tr-

ouper
to-

supervise

tr-

oupersupervise the formation , and the men to get into theirtheir-

proper
ter-

rier
their-

proper
ter-

rier
their-

proper
ter-

rierproper places.places. ThereT re weswas_ some delaydela.y. in gettingget tin2 , formedformed-

as

forme-

ds

form-
ed

_ _ _ _ _ _
__ _u _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _

as% 8s many hadha been killed andRndRand wounded by the C-erjianCerjian8-ermo.n8ermo.n8ermo.nGermanErinsermon- . barragebarra.gebarrage-

and

barra.ge-

and

barra-
ge

.

and several squads had1ad to bete reorganized while the GermanGerma-

nshells

Ger-
mans

Germa-

nshells

Ger-
mans

Germa-

nshells

Ger-
mansshells were still falling aroundarOlli1d us.usus.-

The

bu-

sted

us.-

The

bu-

sted

us.-

The

bu-

sted

.

The first-aidfirstaidfirst-aiai- . men and stretcher bearersbea.rers. werewere-

busy

Ere-

bus

were-

busy

Ere-

bus

were-

busy

Ere-

busbusy-busy
-

andan L many cries for nelpnelrnoelkneeler, came fromfro 1 the wheat where thethe-

men

the-

me

the-

men

the-

me

the-

men

the-

memen hadIJ.aIJaIa. lain tnroughouttHroughouttrroughout, the bombardment.bombardmentbombardment-

.During

bombard-
ment

bombabombbombardment-

.Durin

bombard-
ment

rdmentrudiment .

DuringDurinLDurianDurinDurian =; the first part of the advance from thethe-

"jumpoff"

th-

ejumpoff

the-

"jumpoff"

th-

ejumpoff

the-

"jumpoff"

th-

ejumpoff"jump-off""jumpjumpoff"off" - " line , I was surprised to see every man smokingsmoking-

a

smokin-

ga cigarette.cigarette . Then I heard someone callcalloutcalloutsout , "OverOver" thethe-

Top

Th-

eo
the-

Top

Th-

eo
the-

Top

Th-

eoTop with a Chesterfield"Chesterfield" , and rememberedremembere that tnethetine companycompany-

had

compa-

ny
company-

had

compa-

nyhad been issued a tobacco ration of five cigarettes thethe-

evening

thr-

eatening

thth-

evening

te-

eming

the-

evening

thre-

ateningevening of the 17th anda.ndend. I had cautioned everyone to savesave-

one

scave-

nge

save-

one

scave-

nge

save-

one

scave-

ngeone so that each man could startsta.rt. "OverOver" the Top with aa-

Chesterfield"

a-

Chesterfield

C-

hesterfield

a-

Chesterfield"

a-

Chesterfield

C-

hesterfield

a-

Chesterfield"

a-

Chesterfield

C-

hesterfieldChesterfield"Chesterfield" . This gave the men something to think aboutabout-

during

broi-

dering

about-

during

broi-

dering

about-

during

broi-

deringduring the first few minutes , and the badinage which arosearose-

about

roust-

about

arose-

about

roust-

about

arose-

about

roust-

aboutabout the relative worth of several popular brands ofof-

cigarettes

v-

ociferates

of-

cigarettes

v-

ociferates

of-

cigarettes

v-

ociferatescigarettes , all while we were under this barrage , provedproved-

that

prov-

ed
proved-

that

prov-

ed
proved-

that

prov-

edthatt-hatthat- this idaa1dlaideaida was not without merit.meritmerit.-

I

meri-

t

.

I could see that few German shells were fallingfallingb-

eyond
fall-

ing
fallingb-

eyond
fall-

ing
fallingb-

eyond
fall-

ingbeyond the French trenches which formed our line of dede-

parture

de-dede-

parture

de-

parture

¬-

forward before thethe-

formation

the-

orization

the-

formation

the-

orization

the-

formation

the-

orization

partureparterre , so I moved the company

formation was perfect.perfect. It seemed incredible that so80so-

14

80-

14

so-

14.

so-

14. ' , -14-14-14---14.14.- 14.-

1

14.-

w

14-

w

-.--



IV.,. rT.T-

many

M-

any

.. *.

many shells could fellf CoL 11 in such ee.a., formation withoutwithou-

thitting
wit-

hout
without-

hi
witho-

ut
withou-

thitting
wit-

houthittinghi tt1ng most of the squad-columnssquadcolumns- , but the only casualtiescasualties-

in
casualti-

es
ca.sualcasual. tiesties-

in

tiep-

inin the passagepa.ssage. of this barrage zone weretreretree fromrom machine gungun-

bullets.

ga-

untlets
gu-

nbullets

ga-

untlets

gun-

Ii

gen-

ii

. . .bullets.bullets. When I reached the French trenchrenchFrencht , I saw a gap"gapgap--gap"-

in

gap-

in

gapi-

ng

gapgap-

in

gapi-

ng

""- -

in the line of explodingex:91oc1ine.ex91oc1ine.ex91oc1ine:
.
;'
, shells to ouraUI'aUIMaui' right.right. WhistleWhistle-

1D

Whistle-

signals
Whi-

stles*±1Dgrmfrgermfree
, signals did not attract attention , so I jumpedjumped-

out

jump-

edout in front of the line , pointed to the right oblique ,

and as the gap was fairly evident to all , the entireentirec-

ompany
en-

tire
entirec-

ompany
en-

tire
entirec-

ompany
en-

tirecompany changed direction 45 degrees to the right , passedpassed-

through

pas-
sed

passed-

through

pas-
sed

passed-

through

pas-
sedthrough the gap , and changedchanedchained[ direction back to the originaloriginal-

line.

origi-
nalline.line. My spirits rose - I nadladpadnada! moved the company in a difdif-dif-

ficult
dif-

ficult
dif-

ficult

¬-

ficultfaculty maneuver , and had seen my first tactical maneuvermaneuve-

rin

maneuveri-

ngin combat meet with success.successsuccess.-

The

succe-

ss
success.-

The

succe-

ss
success.-

The

succe-

ss
.

The mist from the heavy night rain and thethe-

smoke

thre-

esome

the-

smoke

thre-

esome

the-

smoke

thre-

esomesmoke from the twotViOviol barrages formed a low curtain around.roundround. us ,

and made it difficult to see CompanyOompany "CftCft"C"CFt" 0"0" , 16th Infantry ,

the left assault company , which had started out directlydirectly-

yv

directl-
y

directly-

ahead

direc-
tly

directly-

ahead

direc-
tly./

,

yvNo'No' ! ahead of us.us. The companies to ourflanksourrflanksoutflanks, were alsoalso-
c'

also-
c

als-
o

also-

screened.

also-

and

halls-

tand

' I,' '

.

tl' - '"
- \c'c'c\\ '/ tSVl"VilVi"

,

>

screened.screened.

The advance to our firetfirstfret objective - the roadroad-

connecting

road-

connecting

road-

connectingconnecting la1a GlauxLax Farm and TilleulTile de la GrlauxGlauxRelaxLax - was aa-

succession

s-

uccession

a-

succession

s-

uccession
.

/ / succession of short movements , losing direction , catchingcatching-

up

catchin-

g
{ ' . I
.11/.11..11f11f?.11. ,/ f("/'>) i*} ()H'

,
" .(.) ; (JfVili

h-hh-

t"

h-

t
-

UP wiwith<tn CompanyOompany C0 , taking casualties from scatteredscattered-

artillery
scatt-

ered
scattered-

artillery
scatt-

ered,"*
.

", " artillery and machine gun fire , reforming units when aa-

NU

M-

anu

a-

squad

s-

quad

a-

squad

s-

quad
/ rt"t(NU-NUNUrNauru".A.A. .

t
,

- I

'
-
/*' r I

',

\J'aJ'aJa\ .AA.' ) squad was outcut up by a chance shell , capturing a fewfew-

prisoners

fe-

arsome
few-

prisoners

fe-

arsome!'
'

vh*HU((tf'tf
'

/AA4.4/. .
.
, >'

*.
. .11/ prisoners who had been missed by the front line company -

.
;
.
.

. l p al6w .

,
..

.

... tWJyWY,
.
. .

-.ilitilitiolite. ...... "
*

"' *f.f' ' "jljll
ll'lMlllM
J

( // -

andarid for my part >, keePin&keePinkeeping& constantoonstant vigil to see that allall-

Germans

Al-

gerians

all-

Germans

Al-

gerians
/' > ] a

i 4 Cf 0Ii0-

t

1
*(
H/fHf/ Cf v Germans in ouiourui sector were not bayoneted.bayoneted . One group ofof-

i

o-
f

of-

machine

bo-

mbazine

of-

maohine

ho-

mophone

of-

machine

bo-

mbazine

"t
i

machinemaohine gunners fired a few shots as the companyoompany advancedadvanced-

15

,

I

and then rushed from their gun positionspoe1tlonspoEitions , with handshand-

saloft

ha-
nds

hand-

saloft

ha-
nds

hand-

saloft

ha-
ndst aloft , and shouts of "Kamerad"Kamerad"Iamerad"IameradAmerada" " . They were all promptlypromptly-

bayoneted.

pro-
mptly

promptly-

bayoneted.

pro-
mptly

promptly-

bayoneted.

pro-
mptlytI bayoneted.bayoneted . This cold-bloodedcoldblooded- killing wasw s a surprise toto-

15

to-

15

to-

screened.

o-

nscreen

/
I

I/
,//

' -15-15- - I

I/lL-
'

L iJ

,
.
.

.
- _ ..--...... .._ -

N,

--....._ ._
.

. . ... .. _ -- ---_ .
_---

I

J
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TT-
A

'

A

"

II-

me

Di-

me

I-

me

Di-

meme , asa..s. . I waswsswasps not expectingexectlntSexecutantsexjex:;; ec t in&in&, such 5a.a. thing.thingthinE.thinE.tinE. Then II-

remembered

R-

emembered

I-

remembered

R-

emembered

I-

remembered

R-

ememberedremembered some of the casualties we hpdhadphdh d suffered , andendand-

whenever
end-

whenever
and-

wheneverwhenever a group offered any resistance , I found somesome-som-

ething
som-

ething
som-

ething

¬-
thing to occupy my attention in the opposite directiondirection-
as

directio-
nsas the capture waswa.s. made.made. It waswa.s. not long , however ,

before prisoners appearedappear . , without escorts , running toto-

the
t-

ote
to-

the
t-

ote
to-

the
t-

otethe rear as fast as possible and shouting "Kamerad"Kamerad"Xamerad"XameradAmerada" " atat-

the
ba-

the
at-

the
ba-

the
at-

the
ba-

thethe top of their voices.voices. WhenThenen the first of taesetaeeetheseteasetaese-

prisoners
te-

asers
taeee-

prisoners
these-

prisoners
thea-

tergoersprisoners were coldly bayonetedbayonet'ed'

, Itcan-edtcanedcanIcacaTIeScatties'lealea' - arnartrArarataanatandManhattana-natand-----------natandNathan-ntd--ntdpa-
ssed

interp-
osed

natandp-

assed

:! azidaidazi-

dpassed

ad-
ipose

:
-_-_ -- -- - ----

passed the word along the line that no German would bebe-

killed
b-

elled
be-

killed
b-

elled
be-

killed
b-

elledkilled unless he was found shooting at us.us. I noticednoticed-

one
notic-

edone man in particularparticula.r. , a small slight boy , who had alwaysalways-

been
alw-

ays
always-

been
alw-

ays
always-

been
alw-

aysbeen quiet and well-behavedwellbehaved- , but who now was eager to kill.killkill.-

I
kil-

l
.

I asked him , in no uncertain mannerIDa.nnerIDannerDarner. what he meant by killizgkillingkillizg-

a

killing-

a
killin-

g

kil11kil11-

aa defencelessdefenoelessdefenseless German , endandnd he replied thatthettheft he did not know.knowknow-

.The

kn-
ow

know-

.The

kn-
ow

know-

.The

kn-
ow

.

The expression on his facefaoefoe , however , was that of an animalanimal-

with
ani-

mal
animal-

with
ani-

mal
animal-

with
ani-

malwith blood-lustbloodlust- in its eyes , and I felt that the instinctinstinct-

to
instin-

ctto kill had blotted out all reasoning power in him - andand-

in

band-

ing

and-

in

band-

ing

and-

in

band-

ingin most of the other men of the company.companycompany.-

I

compan-

y

.

I noticed that aftera.fter. several shells had blownblown-

up

blow-

upup men of the company that there was a spirit of uneasiuneasi-uneasilyuneasi-

ness

uneasi-

ness

uneasi-

ness

¬-

ness dominant - men stopped at the whine of an approachingapproa.chingapproaching-

shell

approa.chin-

gshell

approac-
hing

.

shell - ranks began to sag and with little to do besidesbesides-

move

besi-
des

besides-

move

besi-
des

besides-

move

besi-
desmove forwardforwardJ, the threat of the shells was uppermost inin-

their
i-

nter
in-

their
i-

nter
in-

their
i-

ntertheir minds.minds.

To divert their minds , I decided to try somesom-

edrillfield

So-

merville
som-

edrillfield

So-

merville
som-

edrillfield

So-

mervilledrill-fielddrillfield- disciplinarydisoiplinary measures.measures. I moved from front toto-

rear

to-

rero

to-

rear

to-

rero

to-

rear

to-

rerorear , and with vigorous whistle-blowingwhistleblowing- , and considerableconsiderable-

yelling

conside-
rable

considerable-

yelling

conside-
rable

considerable-

yelling

conside-
rableyelling , dressed up the lines from right to left anda.nd. fromfrom-

front

fore-

front

from-

front

fore-

front

from-

front

fore-

frontfront to rear.rear. Whenever a manmaD strayed out of formation ,

I calledoalledcoaled to the platoon or section leader to dress hishis-

16

his-

16

his-

16-16-16- 16-

If

16-

l.

16-

l

16r-

t.

16-

rt

-

rt.rt, , ;. <, -*.. ..... Ifl.l. At4j\j\ . .* ,.,.W"W.". . . ;.-., :<( t(:.,:'..::':' : ""' * :- -
_

. ' .... ! , . '._



...

...

outfit , and it was not long before each mannan was payingpaying-

more

payi-
ngmore attention to keeping his place in the line than toto-

the
t-

ote

to-

the
t-

ote

to-

the
t-

otethe machine gunllnAllan bullets , or the shell fire.fireire.iref . I noticednoticed.noticed-

considerable

noticed-

.considerable

noticed-

considerable

.

considerable talk among the men , with puzzled glancesgla.nces. inin-

my

fin-

ny

in-

my

fin-

ny

in-

my

fin-

nymy direction and I overheard remarks , such as : "MustMust"Mus-

tthink

Must-

think

Mou-

thing
"Mus-

tthink

Must-

think

Mou-

thing
"Mus-

tthink

Must-

think

Mou-

thing

"

think we'rewere' on the drill fieldfield.,. " and "WhatWhatUWhUh" t tHell'sHellst'Hell'stHellsHell'Hellt't' ' s eatingeating-

him
eati-

ng
eatieateati-

him

fetis-

hism

eating-

him
eati-

nghim ? " However , the company moved forward without falteringfalteringe-

ven
falteri-

ngeven when a shell landed on a forward squad-columnsquadcolumn- composedcomposed-

of

compos-

edof a lieutenant and his platoon headquarters.headquarters . I sent oneone-

man

mone-

yman

one-

i

on-
e

on-

eantolook
M-

onsanto--- - -- --------iian--tolookantolooktook-manan to look afteraffer--anyafferanygaffer: - -anyany whowl10hadnhad nott been killedkiITeakitek le-d7oled7o- : outrightoutrig1itrijhtright ,

and the rest of the company moved by this mangledrnanledrambled: groupgrou-

pstill

gro-
ups

grou-

pstill

gro-
ups

grou-

pstill

gro-
upsstill keeping dressed to the right.rightright.-

We

rig-
ht

.

We reached the first objective about 5:30530: AMA-

Mand

Am-

anda

A-

Mand

Am-

anda

A-

Mand

Am-

andaand found that Company "C"C11,0111110111" , " was in front of us , as ordered ,

but thattha.t. a platoon of the 26th Infantry was betweenbet\.eenbet.eenbeteenen\;";,. us andand-

Company

anc-

horman

and-

Company

anc-

horman

and-

Company

anc-

hormanCompany "BnBn"B"B" " ," the right support company.company. During the halthalt ,

the company was reorganized and casualties checked.checked. TwoTw-

olieutenants

Tw-

olieutenants

Tw-

olieutenantslieutenants had been killed , and the second in command ,

a captain who had reported for duty at thethe"the"jump-off""jumpjumpoff"offjump-off""jumpoff"-

line

jumpoff-
line

" jumpoff"-

line

jumpoff-

line

- "

/ line wounded.wounded . The platoon leaders , oldol anda.ndend. new , werewer-

einstructed
.\ i /r (/ // /) -

', MV.v/.v. /; ,
--II-/ / instructedinstruoted to combine squadssqua..ds. . which had beeneenen shot up andand-

to

an-

do

and-

to

an-

do
f/ '. :

I. !
.
'cc
'

.
lf > LL-

'I
L-

I'II', ( J
1 r

J
uf
< r (n

i j'kjkf.ft.tt-

.v

'.. , to see that each squad hadha.d. a designated leader andand-

Vu

an-

d
and-

second

An-

derson

and-

second

An-

derson
'/vv/ ttf/ttftat/ ,. .

Vur1&r1& . Ii1, 1} f! I/ .
second in command.commandcomma-

nd.f

command.-

The

Comm-

and

.

"VV" t c"c".I. . .
I

f( $ t\ltl'L.L' \. .
[ ll-

LIt
l-

it
*f.f The advance was resumed ata.t. about 5:305305 : SO AM withwith-

W

wit-

h
wiwith-

Companies

swi-

tchman

thth-

Compan1es
L/ItLIt/ (W{ 1'14jjl

'

(
-.v.v-tJ.tJtJ..v..... T

.
I

.
, ;'/". ..

.-

'

CompaniesCompan1es "DflDfl"DRDR"D"DFl" " and "B"B" " leapfroggingleapfleaf oggingbogging the two assault com-comcom-
l

co-
m

com-

'pan1es.

com-

pan1es

com-

panies.

com-

panies

-
.II I,"'

if / if'1if1l' , 1-V'1V'V1V'-

f

1V-

f

-

fr-rr-
f

' - panies.panies'pan1es.pan1es.pan1espansies' . The smoke and mist still hung low and within aa-
L

a-

few

f-

ew

a-

few

f-

ew
Lf lklwlwffcfttin/ffcfttffcfttaffect/ r ! ;( '

f
I

(1A1A(Mft//MftFtMftfewMuffle/(/('

,

few hundred yards from the second'second.second. . "jump-off""jumpjumpoff"offjump-off"" - " line bothboth-

flank

outf-

lank

both-

flank

outf-

lank' flank companiesoompanies were invisible.invisible . I sent out flank patrolspatrols-

to

patro-

lsto right and left and these were promptly swallowed up inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe mist.mist. I knew that one of the two units on our flanksflanks-

was

flan-

kswas leaving the correctoorrect line of attack and I had to decidedeoidedecide-

what

deci-

de
deoide-

what

deco-

de
decide-

what

deci-

de sense solution seemed to be toto-

f

tof-

u

to-

17

to-

17

to-

17

what to do.do. The common

f(
, -17-17-17-

outfit

17-

L.

17-

L

-
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.

cover the gap , so I kept on , hoping to see one of thethe-

unite

he-

nbit
the-

units
te-

nnis
the-

units
te-

nnisuniteunits shortly.shortly. A solitary figurefibUrefibre caughtcauau t up witnwithwin us ,

during tnisthisTunis phase of the attack , and proved to be Lt.LtLt-

.Colonel

Lt-

.Colonel

Lt-

.Colonel

.

Colonel J.J. M.Mk.k. Craig , of tnetDetreetinetide 16th Infantry , who explainedex-olainedexolainedElaineexplained-

that

exolained-

that

explai-
ned

-

that he waswa.s. "justjust" looking around"arounda.round".
" . I informed nimhimnm of thethe-

situation

he-

sitation
the-

situation

he-

sitation
the-

situation

he-

sitationsituation and told him tnotth2tthatnot I was out of contact with thethe-

26th

the-

26th

the-

26th26th snd.sndandsand. tnethetine remainder of tnet-etetine:-, 16th , but thattl1a.tl1a. t I would keepkeep-

on

keepi-

ngon in the gap if he thought tnatthatnat was all riv.ht.rivhtri6ht.ri6htright.right..; . He saidsaid-

it
sai-

d
said-

it
sai-

d
said-

it
sai-

dit was a good idea andB.nd.Bndand.Band. .. marchedme rchedarched along withwi th us , watcaedwatchedwa tc hedheed thethe-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopiancompany come under fire from a concealed ma.chinemachine. gun , sawsaw-

the

swa-

the

saw-

the

swa-

the- -thethe'the-' leaderl Qae.derederedger. gr o-ootheotherof0f'0f- ' thetheassau.VTessa-asl'su.1jplatoonaslsu.1jplatoonasl'su.1jplatoonaslsu1jplatoontheasl'su.1jplatoontheaslsu1jplatoon-assau.Vassau.VNassau-_aosLaos:' l.LL. .?._ ;; _ ___platoonptatoon .senfLouttpo.s..end--OuttR.s..endOuttRselloutOutturn.. e outtwooutwore-._- _ _ _ _
combatcomba-

tpatrols

com-

batant

comba-

tpatrols

com-

batant

Qm at ____ _

patrols which finished off the Overmans3-ermans3ermansgermansEveryman- , anda.nd. continuedcontinued-

along

contin-
ued

continued-

along

contin-
ued

continued-

along

contin-
uedalong with us for a short way.way. Then he remarked thatth t hehe-

would

Sh-

erwood

he-

would

Sh-

erwood

he-

would

Sh-

erwoodwould be "runningrunningfI" along"along" and moved off towardtowaI'dtowaId' our rightright-

flank.

righ-

tful
right-

flank

righ-

tful
right-

flank.

righ-

tfulflank.flank.

The sun soon dissipated the fopfogfo 7 and the smokesmoke-

from

smo-

ker
smoke-

from

smo-

ker
smoke-

from

smo-

kerfrom occasional shells did not hinder observation.observation . WithinWithin-

a

Withi-

na space of one or two minutes we emerged from dense fog toto-

clear

co-

chlear

to-

clear

co-

chlear

to-

clear

co-

chlearclear sunshine , endand found thatth t we were alone on the battlebattle-

field

battle-

fi
battl-

e
battle-

fieldfieldfi eldgeld as farfa.r. as we could see.see. A slight rise , about 500500-

yards

500-

yards

500-

yardsyards to our rear , was barren of American troops.troops. AA-

similar

S-

imilar

A-

similar

S-

imilar

A-

similar

S-

imilarsimilar rise , about 300 yards to our left was equallyequally-

devoid

equ-
ally

equally-

devoid

equ-
ally

equally-

devoid

equ-
allydevoid of olive-drabolivedrab- figures.figures. To our front rose thethe-

steep

th-

ese
the-

steep

th-

ese
the-

steep

th-

esesteep banks of the far side of the Missey-aux-BoisMisseyauxBoisMissy- - ravine ,

and the town of MisseyMissy wasW8.SW8S. plainly visible to our rightright-

front.

rig-

ht
right-

front.

rig-

ht
right-

front.

rig-

htfront.front.

Allied airplanesa11planee , which had dominateddomiwDom ted the airairf-

rom

airf-

rame

airf-

rom

airf-

rame

airf-

rom

airf-

ramefrom "zero11zero11"zero"zero" " hour , now began to meet opposition , and thethe-

next

te-

net
the-

next

te-

net
the-

next

te-

netnext half hour saw the tri-coloredtricoloredtrl-coloredtrlctrl- planes disappear toto-

the

t-

ote

to-

the

t-

ote

to-

the

t-

otethe rear while the number of German planes in thethe'the'airtheairtheir'

airair-

constantly

ae-

rostat
air-

constantly

ae-

rostat
air-

constantly

ae-

rostatconstantly increased.increasedinoreased.inoreased . It was rather disappointing bototo-

us

ton-

us

bo-

us

bo-

gus

oo-

us

o-

nusus , as this brief Allied air-supremacyairsupremacyair-supremaoysupremaoy- was the firstfirst-

18-18-18- 18-

cover

18l-

.

18-

l

-
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V.... ..
A ww-

we

w-

ewe had seen during our several monthsmo thsthis of trench warfarearfarecarfarewarfar-

eservice.Some

warfa-

reserviceI
wa-

rfare
arfare-

serVice

airf-
aresserViceservice/IserviceIservice./Someservice.Someservice/./someomeNome wit remarked that it was breakfastbreakf&ftbreakfft& timetime-

for

time-

work

time-

for

time-

work

time-

for

time-

workfor the AlliedAllie'AllieSallie' aviators , andend this remark , with innumerableinnumerabl-

evariations

innum-
erable

innumerabl-

evariations

innum-
erable

innuninurn rablerabblerable-

variations

radic-

alizationsvariations , passed theth roundsrouncistrounces of the company , alwaysa.1waysa1ways. meet-

ing

mee-

tin

meeti-

ng

meetmeet-mee-

tin

meeti-

ng

¬-

ingKingin[; with gales of laughter.laughterlauEhter.lauEhter.. I was secretly pleasedplepale sedseed to seesee-

this

see-

thes

see-

this

see-

thes

see-

this

see-

thesthis manifestationmanifesta.tion. of espritesprit de cornscorcoir!
,
> s and never discourageddiscouraged-

suea

discouragedS-

UCH

discoura-
gedsueaSUCHsea remarks , even if1 f vulgar or somewhat disrespectfulisresTIectful toto-

our

to-

ur
to-

our

to-

ur
to-

our

to-

urour allied services.servicesservices.-

I

service-
s

.

I sent out two contact patrols , equippedequipiedecuinneddeclined; withViithVisitwith-

wigwag

wit-

ching

Viith-

wigwag

with-

wigwag

wit-

chingwig-wagwigwag- flags , to finefind adjoining units and report.report. TheyThey-

were

He-

wer

They-

were

He-

wer

They-

were

He-

werwere instructed to go to the top of the rise and send aa-

messa.ge

m-

essage

a-

message

m-

essage

a-

messa.ge

m-

essagemessa.gemessage. back.back., The right flank patrolpa troltroll moved out a.boutabout. 500500-

yards

500-

yards

500-

yardsyards and began to sendsenseen a wig-wagwigwagwig-cragcrag- message.message. Two officers ,

t.t-
and

s-

tand ., course in visual signallingsignaling , werewere-

unable

ferm-

entable

were-

unable

ferm-

entable

were-

unable

ferm-

entable

and I , who had passed a.ae

unable to make any sense of the message and as we wa.vedwavedwa.ve-

dback

wa-

ved

wa.ve-

dback

wa-

ved

waved-

back

wa-

ved

.

back "repeat"repeat""reprep ea t II" a machine gun opened upu9 on the companycompacomany and-

cut

pan-

dect

andand-

cut

pan-

dect

and-

cut

pan-

dect the left dis-

appeared

disdis-daisdis-

appea.red

dis-

appeared

dis-

appeared

¬-
cut short all signalling.signallingsignaling. The patrol on

appearedappea.red. over the top of the rise and was next lieardlleardiieardlinearleaddiehard from ,

later atcrt the company kitchen.kitchenkitchen.-

The

kitch-
en

kitchen.-

The

kitch-
en

.fiveiive days ,

The march was resumed indirectioninl'directioninldirectionindirection{' (irectiondirection of the MisseyMissyMissey-

ravine

Mise-

rable

Missey-

ravine

Mise-

rable

Missey-

ravine

Mise-

rable machinemacnine fire which soonsoon-

became

moo-

nbeam

soon-

became

moo-

nbeam

soon-

became

moo-

nbeam

ravine in face of long-rangelongrange- gun

became heavy enough to stop the advance.advance . While searchingsearching-

the

searchi-

ng I noted a line of GermansGerman-

scrossing

Ger-
mans

German-

scrossing

Ger-
mans

German-

scrossing

Ger-
mans
the terrain with field glasses

. calledcalled-

several

cal-
ends

called-

several

cal-
ends

called-

several

cal-
ends
crossing a slight rise 600 yards to our front.front I

several of the sergeants to me and asked for theirtheir-

estimate

terr-

estrial

their-

estimate

terr-

estrial

their-

estimate

terr-

estrial inin-

Bjoxnstad's

in-

Bjoxnstads

in-

Bjornetad'

in-

Bjornetad

i-

nborn
in-

Bjornstad's

in-

Bjornstads

i-

nborn
prescribedexact mannerestimate of range in the

Infantry"InfantryInfa.ntry".
" . This took soso-

much

sl-

ouch

so-

much

sl-

ouch

so-

much

sl-

ouch

forBjoxnstad'sBjoxnstadsBjornstad'sBjornstadsBjornetad'BjornetadBookstandsBorstalsBonneted' s "SmallSmall" Problems

of the GermansGerme.neGermeneGermane. were out of sightsight-

before

sig-

hted

sight-

before

sig-

hted

sight-

before

sig-

hted
much time that many

and the fire order given.givengiven.-

A

give-

n

.agreed uponbefore a range was

them but much toto-

our

to-

ur

to-

our

to-

ur

to-

our

to-

ur
directed on ,

A heavy volume of fire was

remainedremained-

unhurried

rem-
ained

remained-

unhurried

rem-
ained

remained-

unhurried

rem-
ained

fell their gaitour surprise , no Germans ,

. FiringFiring-

19

looked around.aroundunhurried , and none of them even

-19-19-19-

we

19-

V

19-
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.
IV.I-

Vceased

I-

ncreased

.

ceasedcease when the last German leisurely walked out ofof-

sight.

of-

sight.

of-

eight.

fr-

eightsight.sighteight.eight. Either the firingfirlnfilm waswa.s. too accurate and the rangerange-

estimation
rene-

gotiation
range-

estimation
rene-

gotiation
range-

estimation
rene-

gotiationestimation faulty, or elseeleemelee the first rifle target taethe menmen-

had

menh-

aden

men-

had

menh-

aden

men-

had

menh-

adenhad met found tnemthemtheretem too excited to apply tnethetine principlesprinciples-
of

principl-
esof Rifle Marksmanship.MarksmanshipMerksmanship.Merksmanship.Marksmanship.-

Soon

Merksmanship.-

Soon

Marksman-
ship

.

Soon after the advance was startedst rtedrated , vewe; capturedcaptured-

several
capt-

ured
captured-

several
capt-

ured
captured-

several
capt-

uredseveral 150-mm150mm- guns with their crews.crews. They surrenderedsurrendered-

without
surrend-

ered
surrendered-

w1tho

surrendered-

without
surrend-

eredwithoutw1thot resistance and again I was called upon to restrainrestrain-
the

restrai-
ntthe men of the company from killing allalb.alb. ofof-theofthe-

here---here-hereIheretnefflr-efflrEiffelefflrIEiffel: -' I colcol-coolcol-

lected

col-

lected

col-

lected

¬-

lectedfleeced a group of twenty-fivetwentyfive- officers and men and sentsent-

them

Se-

th
sent-

them

Se-

th
sent-

them

Se-

ththem to the rear under the escort of two men who hadhad-

minor

ad-

min
had-

minor

ad-

min
had-

minor

ad-

minminor wounds.woundswounds.-

The

woun-

ds
wounds.-

The

woun-

ds
wounds.-

The

woun-

ds
.

The forward line of the company reached a smallsmal-

lrise

smal-

lish
smal-

lrise

smal-

lish
smal-

lrise

smal-

lishrise on the west edge of the MiseeyMisseyMiseryMissy revineravine and immediatelyimmediately-

drew

immedia-
telydrew very heavy machine gun and 77-mm77mm- fire on them.them. ThisThis-

was

Th-

is
This-

was

Th-

is
This-

was

Th-

iswas the most concentrated fire the company had receivedreceived-

so

receive-

dso far.far. The line stopped and the platoon leaders lookedlooked-

to

looke-

dto me for instructions.instructions. I did not careoareoared to move the entireentirec-

ompany

en-
tire

entirec-

ompany

en-
tire

entirec-

ompany

en-
tirecompany through this fire so I motioned the assault lineline-

to

linn-

et

line-

to

linn-

et

line-

to

linn-

etto withdraw to a position behind the crest of the rise.riserise.-

The

ri-
se

rise.-

The

ri-
se

rise.-

The

ri-
se

.

The rear elements were now under fire , as they had closedclosed-

up

close-

dup on the forward line.line. 4he''TheThe' he men wounded during this firefire-

were

fire-

weed

fire-

were

fire-

weed

fire-

were

fire-

weedwere carried to shelter and first aid bandages werewere-

applied

we-

arable

were-

applied

we-

arable

were-

applied

we-

arableapplied by men of the company.companyoompany.oompany. The medical men andan-

dlitter

ad-

ultery

an-

dlitter

ad-

ultery

an-

dlitter

ad-

ulterylitter bearers attached to CompanyOompany "D"D" " had never advancedadvanoedadvanced-

beyond

adva-
nced

advanoed-

beyond

adva-
nced

advanced-

beyond

adva-
ncedbeyond the "Jump-off11"JumpJumpoff11"jump-off"off"off" - " line , and whatever first aid thethe-

men

the-

me

the-

men

the-

me

the-

men

the-

memen received was either from German Medical CorpsOorpsOops men oror-

their

w-

orthier

or-

their

w-

orthier

or-

their

w-

orthiertheir own comradee.ycomradeeycomradelyoomrade8.oomrade8oomrades./Firingoomrades.Firingcomrades.,/ FiringF1ring had now ceased.ceasedoeased.oeasedeased. I went toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe top of the hill , with two lieutenants , to try toto-

locate

co-

llocate

to-

looate

to-

lerate

to-

locate

co-

llocatelocatelooateloathe the enemy guns.guns. We lifted our heads to look overover-

at

over-

act

over-

at

over-

act

over-

at

over-

actat the opposite side of the MiBseyKisseyMisseyMiseryKissMissy ravine when severalseveral-

20-20-20- 20-

cease

20.-

O

20-

O

-
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..
<If'IfI-

f'77mm

I-

f77mm

'

77-mm77mm- shells landed close enough to us to indicate thatthat-

we

thaw-

edwe were plainly, visible to them.them. This reconnaissancereconnaissance-

party
reconnaiss-

ance
reconreconnaissance-

party
reconnaiss-

ance
a.issanceaissanceissuancea.issance-

party
.

party withdrew immediately.immediatelyimmediately.-

As

immediate-
ly

.

As we reached the companycon any position , a lieutenlieuten-lieutenantlieuten-

ant

¬-

ant from the 26th Infantry reported tnatthatnat he hadlle.dlledhe.dhedledheed. a mixedmixe-

dplatoon

mixe-

dplatoon

mixe-

dplatoonplatoon of men from the 26th and 28th Infantry in thethe-

woods

She-

rwood

the-

woods

She-

rwood

the-

woods

She-

rwoodwoods just north of us , and requested tnatnat this unit bebe-

allowed

be-

llowed

be-

allowed

be-

llowed

be-

allowed

be-

llowedallowed to join us.us. He was instructed to bring hishis-

platoon

iso-

lation
his-

platoon

iso-

lation
his-

platoon

iso-

lationplatoon into the already crowded position and to act asas-

the

as-

hen

as-

the

as-

hen

as-

the

as-

henthe fifth platoon.platoon. Soldiers began drifting in from rightright-

and

righ-

ted

right-

and

righ-

ted

right-

and

righ-

tedand left and rear.rear. AmongAmonbDamon these were men from each of thethe-

four

the-

ory
the-

four

the-

ory
the-

four

the-

oryfour regiments of triethetribet e division , PSOlsoalsoPASO! two MorrocoansMoroccans andand-

one

und-

one

and-

one

und-

one

and-

one

und-

oneone Marine.Marine. A section from the Regimental Machine GunGun-

Company

Un-

womanly

Gun-

Company

Un-

womanly

Gun-

Company

Un-

womanlyCompany , 16th Infantry , caught up with us andendand.. was assignedassigned-

a

assigne-

da place, in the company.company . All the others were assigned toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe fifth platoon and seemedseemed. . glad to rejoin some organiorgani-organicorgani-

zation.

organi-

zation

organi-

zation.

organi-

zation

organi-

zation.

organi-

zation

¬-

zation.zationaction. I decided that anotheranotLerantLer effort shouldshould.. be made toto-

cross

to-

rsos
to-

cross

to-

rsos
to-

cross

to-

rsoscross the rise and instructed the leading platoonspltoons? toto-

deploy

o-

rderly

to-

deploy

o-

rderly

to-

deploy

o-

rderlydeploy at 10-pace10pacelO-pacelO- interval anda.nd. move forward.forward, . Again theythey-

were

he-
wer

they-

were

he-
wer

they-

were

he-
werwere met by machine gung n fire from Missey-aux-BoisMisseyauxBoisssey-aux-BoissseyMissysexyMi - - andand.an-

dartillery

m-

andrill
an-

d.artillery

an-

tiparticle

an-

dartillery

m-

andrill

.

artillery , fire from the east bankba.nk. of the ravine.ravine. TheTh-

eentire

Th-

eatre
Th-

eentire

Th-

eatre
Th-

eentire

Th-

eatreentire hill shook under the impact of the shells and thethe-

leading

he-

eding
the-

leading

he-

eding
the-

leading

he-

edingleading line came back without command.command. I did not orderorder-

them

cordi-

erite

order-

them

cordi-

erite

order-

them

cordi-

eritethem to repeat this movement inasmuch as I did not wantwant-

to

want-

on

want-

to

want-

on

want-

to

want-

onto do it myself.myself. I was convinced , by this time , thatthat-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hed
-

the machine guns around MieseyMisseyMerseyMissy must be put out beforebefore-

any

beforeh-

and

before-

any

beforeh-

and

before-

any

beforeh-

andany further advanceadvanoe could be made.made. To this end I sentsent-

out

set-

out

sent-

out

set-

out

sent-

out

set-

outout a patrol of one squad under an experienced sergeantsergeant-

to

sergea-

nt

se geantgentgeant-

to

genit-

orto find and cleanoleanlean out the machine guns near Missey-aux-MisseyauxM1seey-aux-M1seeyMissyMisseyaux-

Boie.

M1seeyaux-

B01s.

M1seeyaux-

B01s

Misseyaux-

Bois.

- -

Boie.BoieB01s.B01sBois.BoisBoise. A1 similar patrol was sent to our left withwith-

instructions

with-

instructions

with-

instructionsinstructions to work acrossacrOBScarOBS the ravine.ravine. These patrolspatrols-

31

patrols-
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drew fire as soonBoon as they left the shelter of the hill.hillhill.-
Then

h-
ill

hill.-
Then

h-
ill

hill.-
Then

h-
ill

.

Then the fire was lifted fromrom tnethetine patrols and directed toto-

rise
to-

ries(! { ----- rise in our rear.rear. Here vevie, e discovered four FrencnFrenCDFrenchFriend tankstanks-

approaching

tanks-

approaching
.

approaching us.usus . They pusnedpusuedpushedpunnedpursued on , under aa.. nail of artilleryartillery-
Tire

artillery-
1'ire

artillery-
1ire

artill-
ery

artillery-
"dire

artillery-
dire

artill-eryTire-1'ire1'ire1ire"diredire-" ' , anda.nd. pulled up under ti.etietinet . e sneltersheltersmelter of the rise wherevhereherewhere-

ue

vhere-

we

where-

we

whe-
re

Hebr-

ew

:

uewe were halted.halted. A French lieutenant stepped out of oneone-

tank

co-

ntain

one-

tank

co-

ntain

one-

tank

co-

ntaintank and informed me , in excellent English , that the fourfour-

tanks

outr-

anks
four-

tanks

outr-

anks
four-

tanks

outr-

ankstanks were at my disposal.disposaldis9osal.dis9osal . If he hodhRdhadhoodhard presented me withwith-

four
wit-

hout

with-

four
wit-

hout

with-

four
wit-

houtfour pink elephants I could not have been etat a greatergreater-

loss

grea-
ter

greater-

loss

grea-
ter

greater-

lose

grea-
terlosslose as to their proper use.use. I asked nirahimira if he couldcould-

knock

co-
uld

could-

knock

co-
uld

could-

knock

co-
uldknock out the 77's77s77'77' s across the ravine and he reuliedreDliedrepliedreliedredlined thatthflttheftthat-

although
thflt-

although

that-

although

: ,

although he had been shot out of two tanks during thethe-

morning

thr-

onging

the-

morning

thr-

onging

the-

morning

thr-

ongingmorning he would try it if I said so.soso.-

We

so-

wed

so.-

We

so-

wed

so.-

We

so-

wed

.

We went to the crest of the hill and werewer-

ecautiously

per-

secutions

were-

ca.utiously

wer-

ecautiously

per-

secutionscautiouslyca.utiously. scanning tnethetine ravine for routes the tanksta.nkstanks-

might

transm-

igrate

ta.nks-

might

transm-

igrate

tanks-

might

transm-

igrate

.

might take when one of the tanksta.nketanketanked. opened fire withwi th aa-

3pounder

a-

3pounder

a-

3pounder3-pounder3pounderponder- at 38a group of our men who were observing thethe-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

akstanks about 100 yardsyardeyarded away.awaya.way.. . Several were hit anda.nd. woundedwounded-

men

wound-

edmen screamed.screamed. By this time the French lieutenant was runrun-run-

ning

run-

ning

run-

ning

¬-

ningMing at top speed toward the tank and calling to the gunnergunner-

to

gunn-

erto cease firing.firing. But the tank fired againa.ga.in. . and more menme-

nfell.

Me-

ndel

me-

nfell.

Me-

ndel

me-

nfell.

Me-

ndelfell.fell. The lieutenant stopped , picked up a rock , and beganbegan-

to

bega-

nto poundpounpound on the door.door. The rest of the company hadaadad takentaken-

cover

tak-
en

taken-

cover

tak-
en

taken-

cover

tak-
encover by this time , not knowing what was happening.happening. TheThe-

gunner

St-

erner

The-

gunner

St-

erner

The-

gunner

St-

ernergunner finally opened the door and orated and gesticulatedgesticulated-

to

gesticulate-

dto some length.length. Then both came over to the spot wherewhere-

the

wher-

eat

where-

the

wher-

eat

where-

the

wher-

eatthe wounded men were lying.lying. I instructed the lieutenantlieutenant-

to

lieutena-
ntto notify the other tanks that we were not GermansGerma.ns. andand-

to

an-

do

and-

to

an-

do

and-

to

an-

doto waste no time in doing so.so. Meanwhile the five menmen-

who

men-

thol

men-

who

men-

thol

men-

who

men-

tholwho had been hit were given first aid and one machinemachine-

gunner

mac-
hine

machine-

gunner

mac-
hine

machine-

gunner

mac-
hinegunner who had received a directdireot hit was covered withwith-

a

with-

ala raincoat.raincoatrainooat.rainooat. The lieutenant returned endand with the tanktank-

33

tank-

22

tank-

ate

stag-

nate-33-33-22-22-ateate- 33-

drew

221.-

U'1JaJ

221-

U1JaJ

-
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fIgunner

44-

gunnergunner explained thetthetheftt--tttletitle- thet-letle?- man had become confused , duedue-

to
du-

et
due-

to
du-

etto fatiguefatifat 'ueue' and excitemente.xciexciexcise. tementcement and, seeing a mchinemachineme? chine gun beingbeing-
set

bein-
gsset up suddenly thought vev.-ev.e:. - were Germans f'.ndfndandfend?'. nd fired.fired. TheThe-

gunner
St-

erner
The-

gunner
St-

erner
The-

gunner
St-

ernergunner himself was horrified at tnethetine results of his actionsactions-
and

actio-
nsand the lieutenant was profuse in his apologies for thethe-

mistake.
th-

eist
the-

mistake.
th-

eist
the-

mistake.
th-

eistmistake.mistake. He wanted to start out at once across thethe-

ravine
te-

rrain
the-

ravine
te-

rrain
the-

ravine
te-

rrainravine and8nd, requestedrecuested, a platoonpla.toon. to accompany his tanks.tankstanks.-

I
tank-

s

.

I sent the senior lieutenantlieutens.ntlieutensnt. and his riatoonplatoonEaton> with thethe-

group

ther-

eupon

the-

group

ther-

eupon

the-

group

ther-

eupongroup anaand they massedpassed throughthroulh; the woods to the left ofof-

the

of-

ten(2)2( ) RuaneRune the rise and disappeareddisapeared, in the valley.valley. (2)2(2)-

The

2T-

he
(2)-

The

2T-

he
((2)-

The

2T-

he
)

The tanks and accompanyingaccomooanyingaccomTacoma any1ng platoon movedmove-

dstraight

over-

stating
move-

dstraight

over-

stating
move-

dstraight

over-

statingstraight across the ravine until shelteredellelbelle t erederred from the 77-mm77mm77mm-

guns

77mm-

guns

77mm-

guns

-

guns on the crestorestforest , and then movedmo\"edmo"eded\" to tnethetine rightrig'ht' towardt9w 1xd: thethe-

town

thr-

own

the-

town

thr-

own
_ .

town of Missey.MisseyMissy. The tanks were heavily snelledsaelledshelledsmelledsealed duringduring-

the
duri-

ngthe advance , but none were hit.hit. The platoonlatoonplatoon sufferedsuffered-

casualties
suff-

ered
suffered-

casualties
suff-

ered
suffered-

casualties
suff-

eredcasualties from this fire and from machine guns on thethe-

lower

thr-

ower

the-

lower

thr-

ower

the-

lower

thr-

owerlower slope of tnethetAetine east side of the ravine.ravine. The actionsactions-

of

actio-
nsof the tanks is indicated by a statement of one of thethe-

men

the-

me

the-

men

the-

me

the-

men

the-

memen of the right flank patrol : "TheThe" tank came close toto-

where

to-

whee

to-

where

to-

whee

to-

where

to-

wheewhere McFadenMcFa.denMacadam. anda..nd.. I were holding out , and there wasWB.SWBSBS. aa-

French

F-

rench

a-

French

F-

rench

a-

French

F-

renchFrench lieutenant ononn the ground walking beside the tank.tanktank.-

McFaden

tank.-

Moraden

tank.-

McFaden

.

McFadenMoradenMacadamMordent andB.ndBndBand. he were talking , asa.s. this French lieutenantlieutenant-

could

lieuten-
ant

lieutenant-

could

lieuten-
ant

lieutenant-

could

lieuten-
antcould speak a little English.English. I overheard him telltell-

McFaden

tell-

McFaden

tell-

McFadenMcFadenMacadam the number of miles we had covered and the numbernumber-

of

numb-

erof prisoners taken , and praising the work of tnethetine Americans.AmericansAmericans.-

Then

Americ-
ans

Americans.-

Then

Americ-
ans

Americans.-

Then

Americ-
ans

.

Then as we were walking along with this tank , to thethe-

right

he-

ight
the-

right

he-

ight
the-

right

he-

ightright of the nillhilldillmill where the company was halted , we couldcould-

see

col-
ds

could-

see

col-
ds

could-

see

col-
dssee some men trying to pass through the MisseyMissy ravineravine-

and

ravi-
ne

ravine-

and

ravi-
ne

ravine-

and

ravi-
neand were being mowed down by machine gun fire , fired byby-

two

by-

word

by-

two

by-

word

by-

two

by-

wordtwo machinemaohine guns whichwhioh were set up and concealedooncealed in aa-

dugout

d-

ugout
a-

dugout

d-

ugout
a-

dugout

d-

ugoutdug-outdugout- made in solid rook at the edge of this hill andand-

in

band-

ing

and-

in

band-

ing

and-

in

band-

ingin an opening fortortore directdireot fire through part of the ravine.ravineravine.-
S3

ravine-
S3

ravine.-
23

ravine-
23

.
-S3-S3-23-23-S3-

(2)

S-

32

23.-

w

23-

w

-
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Everyone was able to see how this gun6 n was mowing down ourour-

troops.
ou-

tcrops
our-

troops.
ou-

tcrops
our-

troops.
ou-

tcropstroops.troops. The French lieutenant commandedcorcoir nandedbanded his tankt nk to thethe-

place
ch-

elae
the-

pla.ce

tem-

plate
the-

place
ch-

elaeplacepla.ce. vvhere"hereherevive"
" , tnisthisTunis macninenl&c..1inenlc.1inenlc1inemac.iinemaciinemachine& ... gun wasW lS and opened firefil'efilefil'e'I.'ifileIifile' with\'I.'i'I.'iIi\' .' th atat-

least
A-

tlas
at-

least
A-

tlas
at-

least
A-

tlasleast a dozen shells directly into the dugoutdubout entrance.entranceentrance.-

The

entran-
ce

.

The company remained stilletillto-tilltotill- at tnethetine top of the hill edgeedge-

Trhile
ed-

ger
edge-

while

edg-

ewise

edge-

while

edg-

ewiseTrhilewhileTrifle tnethetine tank was firingfiring., . I remember that after the tanktank-

crew

sta-
nce

tank-

crew

sta-
nce

tank-

crew

sta-
ncecrew nadnodnada put the machineachiner gun out of action the accompanyingaccompanyin-

gplstoon

accompa-
nying

accompanyin-

gplstoon

accompa-
nying

accompanyin-

gplatoon

accompa-
nyingplstoonplatoon moved forwardforward. . tnroughtLlxoughtaroughtrough tneti1ethetine ravine and tnerethereTerre werewere-

three
whe-

re're
were-

three
whe-

re're
were-

three
whe-

re'rethree tanks there in all.all. The tanks stopped anda.nd. ooenedopenedooene-

dtheir

loose-

ned
opene-

dtheir

ope-
ned

opene-

dtheir

ope-
nedtheir doors and the crews came out to greet us.us. All thethe-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

akstanks were suppliedsuppiied with milk cans full of red winewine.,. afterIfterLifterafter-
having

after-

shave
Ifterh-

aving
Iter-

ating
After-

having

After-

shavehaving several good drinks of tuist,11st11stiisetuisthist ,
; ,-iisiisis- wine and filling ourour-

canteens

co-

urante
our-

canteens

co-

urante
our-

canteens

co-

urantecanteens , the platoon again moved forward in high spirits.spirits.@ "

(3)3( ) Scott (3)3( )

Observers on t.tttae.lee crest of tnethetine ricerise ctat;; t t.ietiethet .: e companycompan-

yposition

com-
pany

compan-

yposition

com-
pany

compan-

yposition

com-
panyposition reported tnattllG.ttllGtthatnattollgate

. the tanks were leavinglea.vineleavinelevine. thetlletulle ravinera.vine. toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe northeast of Missey.MisseyMassey.MasseyMissy. The company uaswasas formed and movedmove-

dforward

over-

flowed

move-

dforward

over-

flowed

move-

dforward

over-

flowedforward over the rise.rise. No artilleryartillery. . fired on us anda.nd. onlyonly-

one

nyl-

on

only-

one

nyl-

on

only-

one

nyl-

onone mpcninemacnlnemacnineMcKinneymainlinemachine gun opened fire as the firstfirf it ctt line moved forward.forwardforward.-

The

forwa-

rd
.

The cessation of 77-mm77mm- fire was the result of 'Datrol'Pa.trolPatrol. actionactionf-

rom

acti-
on

actionf-

rom

acti-
on

actionf-

rom

acti-
onfrom "D"D"DRDR" " CompanyOompany and from the 26th InfantryInfa.ntry. , which hadhad-

reached

hu-

arache

had-

reached

hu-

arache

had-

reached

hu-

arachereached the east side of the ravine shortly afterafteTdaftest the tankstanks-

had

tan-
ks

tanks-

had

tan-
ks

tanks-

had

tan-
kshad moved forward past our position.positionposition.-

In

positioni-

ng

.

In connection with the reductionre uctionauction of the directdirect-

fire

direc-

tive

direct-

fire

direc-

tive

direct-

fire

direc-

tive related to me whichwhic-

hillustrates

whic-

hillustrates

whic-

hillustrates

fire 77-mm77mm- gunsg ns , an incident was

illustrates thethemethodsteethed"methodsmethods-methods"- used.used. Two men became separatedseparated-

from

separa-

tedfrom oneone of the flank patrols of the company , but continuedcontinued-

on

continu-

edon towardtowa.rd. thetbetube east bank of the ravine.ravine. Hearing, tnethetine soundsound-

of

Sou-

nd worked their waywa-

yto

w-

ay

wa-

yto

w-

ay

wa-

yto

w-

ay

of firing higher up on the slope , they

well-camouflagedwellcamouflaged 77-mm77mm77mm-

gun.

77mm-

gun

77mm-

gun.

77mm-

gun

77mm-

gun.

77mm-

gun

-of a -to within a hundredundred yards

discovered and the gun waswa-

strained

ab-

stained

was-

t

wai-

st

wa-

strained

ab-

stained

gun.gun. At this pointpo1nt they were

firstfirst-

24

fi ratrat-

24

were wounded ata.t. thethe mentrainedrainedt on then.thenthem.them. Both

-24-24- 24-

Everyone

24-

Everyone

-
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shot.

S-

hot

'

. .

shot.shot. One , Private CloydeloydLloydClodmelody ;:'relme1m'elmelmrealm , waswasswasps hit by a shellswellshellf-

ragment

self-

same
swell-

fragment

self-

same
shell-

fragment

self-

samefragment which tore off his chin.chin. Helm , disrevdisredire,
_
:
' re"ingreingTcingreignTingre"in-

gthis

reing-

this

eigh-

ties

Tcing-

tr..is

"ee" ": in,

thistr..istristriest .. is seriouserious wound , rushed straight at tlethetale;: ;:;:?un"un" v.iohviohvivov.ioh-

continued

vitii*
.;: , := 1chieheh1ch-

continued

ieh-

continuedcontinued tc fire at him untilun"til" helie reachedrf :':-"
! cnec9. . _ tiietie++'" IleIsle:11: e positionposition-

and

position-

ed

pposition-

and

position-

ed
0 S 1

. ti 0 nn-

and.

n-

andandand.. killedkil1eC: the entire crew.crewCl'eVl.CleVlLevel' . The Lllng'anganLollEgan,'un crevCl'ewClewcrewrev' er; shot ata t >::::elm.elm:. elm-

with

e-
mit

elm-

with

e-
mit

.elm-

with

del-

imitwith their pistolspietols , but apparently theIc11e sight of a bloodybloody-

and

bloo-
dyand chinlesechinlesschinese American soldier was moreLore! than t/.eirt.eirtjeirt.eirteiremirtheirtier,/::.. shooting-

nerves

shoo-
ting

shootingsllootingslottingshooting-

nerves

shoo-
ting

sllooting-

nerves

slott-
ingnerves could stand.stand. Helmielmelm; diedQiedQed en routeroute to the rear endandand-

his

Ga-

ndhi

end-

hiE

end-

ive

? ndnd-

his

In-

dieshishiEhide , companion , afteraft Lrt.rtr. telling a comradecowrC.c.ecowrCcecoerce:'. . of .".hehe"he., deedee , also-

died.

asso-

iled

also81808180-

ied.

8180-

ied

also-

died.

asso-

ileddied.diedied.ied. A painstakingpainstakintpainstakin.painstakin. investigation resulted in the con-

clusion

concon-con-

clusion

con-

clusion

¬-

clusioncollusion that there vaswasas insufficient evidenceevidenevidenteviLevi en e to warrantwarrant-

applying

warra-

ntable

warrant-

applying

warra-

ntable

warrant-

applying

warra-

ntableapplying for a posthumous decoration forfore-'elm.'elm.elmfor'elm.forelm"-'.forelimb-ee-".'elm.T-
he

elmTh-
e

emot-
e

:'elm.elm'elm.-
i

elm-
i

elem-
i

' .

. i--ii-The

l-

ithe

-***"
.

-
.

The action of the company ininpassingimpassionpassingpaEsin-passing- throughti.roughtiroughtroughthrough-

the

ti.rough-

the

thoug-

ht
tl . roughrough-

the

rough-

hewthe ravine is shownshoumshogunshoshod , Tl! by on8nan extract from thet e personalpersona.l. diaryiaryairydiary-

of

diar-

y
iary-

of

dia-

ry .
' the addedad ed assist8.ss1st-8.ss1stassist-assist-

ance

8.ss1st-

ance

8ss1st-

ance

assist-

ance

. ¬-
of the author : "McFaden1sMcFaden1s"McFaden'sMcFadens"McFaden'McFadenCafesMacadam" 25'Y' s patrolpatro1.patro1 , withwi th

anceVance of the tanks was sufficient to drew most of the firefiref-

rom

fore-

front

firef-

rom

fore-

front

firef-

rom

fore-

frontfrom the BoscheBorsch , and vewev e advancedadvenced to the bottom of thethe-

ravine

te-

rrain

the-

ravine

te-

rrain

the-

ravine

te-

rrainravine with but few casualties.casualties. The trees in the valleyvalley-

were

vall-
ey

valley-

were

vall-
ey

valley-

were

vall-
eywere torn and huge branches almost obstructed our passagepassage-

and

passa-

ge
passage-

B.ndl

passa-

ge
passage-

and

passa-

geandB.ndlBndlBindle. , in additionaddiAddis tionion , the ground was soft from the sluggishsluggish-

stream

slug-
gish

sluggish-

stream

slug-
gish

sluggish-

stream

slug-
gishstream which wandered aimlessly, toward our left.left. OurOu-

rcounterbattery

Ou-

rcounterbattery

Ou-

rcounterbatterycounter-batterycounterbattery- heavy artillery had combed the valleyva.lleyvalley-

rather

val-
ley

va.lley-

rather

val-
ley

valley-

rather

val-
ley

.

rather thoroughly andand..ndnd. .,, whilewhile there had been no gunsguns-

there

gu-

sher

guns-

there

gu-

sher

guns-

there

gu-

sher had they beenbeen-

there.

be-

nter

been-

there.

be-

nter

been-

there.

be-

nter
there , it showed what would have happened

there.there. The stream had been changed by the shells fallingfalling-

in

fallin-

gin it and the whole floor of the ravine was a mass ofof-

broken

H-

oboken

of-

broken

H-

oboken

of-

broken

H-

obokenbroken branchesbranohes , fallen trees , and a churned up bog.bog. "

"AfterAfter" crossingorossing the stream rewe lined up beforebefore-

starting

defor-

estation

before-

starting

defor-

estation

before-

starting

defor-

estationstarting out of the coverooverover of the trees and beginning ourour-

advance

or-

dnance

our-

advanoe

Co-

rdovan

our-

advance

or-

dnance- advance-advanoeadvanoe up the hill.hill. One machine gun opened up on usus-

and

sa-

nd

us-

and

sa-

nd

us-

and

sa-

ndand halted our progress.progress. The hill was so steep that itit-

was

vi-

tas

it-

was

vi-

tas

it-

was

vi-

tas for the waswas-

25

was-

25

grass
was ittpoBBlbleimpossible1 ossiblepossible to walk straight

"

up

-25-25- 25-

Q

-
. , . . . .. . ._ : , . . . , . . ." . , .. . . , ,, . . ' .

, '



..,

.

lontslonelots; anaend slippery ; so I sent out patrols to the frontfront-
and

fron-
ted

front-
and

fron-
ted

front-
and

fron-
tedand aftereftdeft r they ndhedh ?!:, d gone on about 200 yards , broucntorourhtbruntboroughrourout ht thethe-

company
Et-

hiopian
the-

company
Et-

hiopian
the-

company
Et-

hiopiancompany up some smallsmell ravines in ni1lctoonplFtoonplatoon! : toonton columncolucool ln formation.formationformation.-
At

formation-
.A

formation-

al
.

AtA t one of our halts11al.lallalla. t s I savsawccisavecc, acrouog-roupgroup-rouparoupcroup(
- ofofenoften/enenl"lr/"

!: : en in 2- frf2.rl'iJJ..1oUf2rliJJ.1oUf2rliJJ1oUf . rehouserecourserehouse-

cloce

' houshocus.. ee-

close
e-

nclose

e-

clo

e-

coclocecloseclochecloclod e to the location of the uachineillachinemachineillicitness buneunun;un Tirefire of a fewfew-

minutes
fe-

minists

few-

minutes
fe-

minists

few-

minutes
fe-

ministsminutes before , endandc.ncn:;. . I nadhadnadah .dd. a fevifewfervid of tnethetine uenJenQueenJean, , en open fire , II-

along

A-

long
I-

along

A-

long
I-

along

A-

longalong with them.them. Tv'eTveWereTv,
' fired about tnirtythirty srotsshotsrots8 otScots - uphilluphill-

and

philan-

der
uphill-

and

philan-

der
uphill-

and

philan-

derand about 400 yordsyardsY xcLsexcels away - ande.ndend. strangestrane to say aidc.idcidacid(. id notnot-

see

no-

se
not-

see

no-

se
not-

see

no-

sesee the men move , so I hadha firing stopped.stopped. I wases rctherretherratherRichteretherrcther-

dictu
arth-

ritic
rether-

d1

rather-

disgusted
reatt-

ributeddictudictumd1disgusted[; ,uEtebutteted. v.itnvitnithvainitchv., 1 th our poor marksmanshipmerksmanshlp , but afterafters--aftersraftersa.aaftersr6. tertear ,;-"G.l'Gl"
-crc.crccc. r6' . feltfelt-

better
fal-

terer
felt-

better
fal-

terer
felt-

better
fal-

tererbetter uhen"henhenAhenAshen" I foundfounclcouncil t'tti..ytiytidyt&t' &.2.t2t? .
+ thetletale) men we were firingfiringtfiring; -ttr-.tr.t-- '.tt. werewere-

advanced

were-

advanced

were-

advancedadvanced elements of thetrJ.etrJetree. 26th Infantry.InfantryInfa.ntry.1IInfantry.1IInfantry1IInfa.ntry.1I-

"I

Infantry1-

II

. . "

"II" haltedha.lted. the comprnyconycompanycornycomp ny at thetae top of the nill.nillmillnill-

and

inla-

nd
nill-

and

inla-

nd
..nill-

andand sent the following message :

FROM : 0.0.00.00C.O.CO. . Co "DIIDII"D"DII" D " 16th Inf.InfInfoInf.-
At

Infa-
nt

Inf.-
Pt.

.

At : Pt.Pt. 600 ydsyd N.N. of MISMISSEY-aux-BOISEYauxBOISISSEY-aux-BOISISSEYMISSEY-aux-BOISMISSEYMISSYISSEYauxBOIS-
JUly

MISSEYauxBOIS-
Date

EYauxBOIS-
Date

- -
DateDa.te. : July 18 , 18118' HOUROUR:: : 11:201120: AM HOW SE1TTSENT : RunnerR11nnerRunner-

TO

Runn-
erTO : 0CC.O.CO.0.0.0.O.O. . 1st Bn.BnBn-

.Was

Bn-

.Was

Bn-

s

Ba-

ns

.

Was held up on the left of the objective byby-

machine

bo-

mbazine

by-

machine

bo-

mbazine

by-

machine

bo-

mbazinemachine guns and 77-mm77mm- guns.guns. Got four tanks andend attacked.attackedattacked.-

Got

attack-
ed

.

Got mixed up between 26th and 28th Infantry ata t start.startstart-

.t.

start.-

tt.

sta-
rt

.

tt.ttt.t. Col.ColCool. Craig decided we should not remain in sector.sectorsector.-

Am

sect-
or

.

Am moving on to take original sector unless emergencyemergency-

occurs

emerg-
ency

emergency-

occurs.

emerg-
ency

emergency-

occurs.

emerg-
encyoccursoccurs.*.

BoydBoyd-
Captain.(4)4( ) Diary /. S Captain.CaptainCaptain.II. II" (4)4(-

4)'I
4-I
(4)-

I

4-
I

( )

-'I'II-' I moved off to the left to get in touchtouohtooth withwith-

a

with-

al
.

a8.8. group of officersoffioers whom I found to be Major McCloudCycloid ,

28th26th Infantry and other officersoffioers of his battalion.battalion . HeH-

estated

He-

sitated

H-

estated

He-

sitated

H-

estated

He-

sitatedstated that two companies of his battalion were lotlost? andand-

requested

ad-

equate
aand-

requested

ad-

equate
dd-

requested

r-

equestedrequested thatthe.tthettheft. '*I1I.II.occupy
,.
occupy the line from that point to thethe-

16th

the-

16th

the-

16th16th Infantry zone of actionaction.I. I did thisthhhah by placingplacingt-

wo

placi-
ngtwo platoons on the line 100 yards east of the unimprovedunimproved-

26

unimproved-

a6-26-26-a6-a6- 26ft-

.

26f-

t

a60-

0

-
. . . . .. ft.ft... ".. VF.. . . -. . . . . riri-

i

i-

i

.. .. . . . . - ' , . . , . . . _ . _ 00-00- _ . .

-.""'J.J' . .. , " --ii- - : L _ . . . .
J



.. . .. .
...

roadroedrobed J, v.ithvithitch,11.,. th combat groupsroupsr-roupsr[:- of one squadsquad.. groups spacedsnaceds-oacedsoacedsnackedaced- overover-

the

overt-

hrew

over-

the

overt-

hrew

over-

the

overt-

hrewthe 700 yards of front.front. The third platoonpletoon was moved toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe headhea.d. of the draw 300 yardsyarc1s eastee.steestest. of Missey-aux-BoisMisseyauxBoisMissy- - ,

as reserve.reserve. The officers endendenedenmen-enen:
-,: en from the 26th InfentryInf2ntryInfantryInfentr-

yv.
Inf2ntryv-

eTfI

Infantry-

were

Infan-
tryv.vv/eTfIveTfIwereyeti./ ere turnedtu.rneturneturret.

; overoycrocr to the 26th InfantryInfe.ntryInfentry. and thetlielie remainderl"emainderlemainderremainder-

of

l"emainder-

of

lemainder-

of

remaind-

er

"
,

of the fifth platoonpIaApia to on divideddivided.. amongamon&amonDamon&; tLetiletaletl e three platoons ofof-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offmanCompany "D"DI'D"ID"Du.Du"' " . The MoroccoansMoroccans and thet.t..',Le JwiarineMa.rineMarineWiriness. had becomeoecomeovercomebecom-

eseparated

bec-
omes

becom-

eseparated

bec-
omes. separated iiromfromromiron the company duringdurinb'durinb ;' triethetribe advance across thethe-

ravine.

te-

rrain

the-

ravine.

te-

rrain

the-

ravine.

te-

rrainravine.ravine. The locationloc .tiontionion. of tr-etretLetale- pisplapiesplanpl 1 Loon which nadhadnada accompaniedaccompanied-

the

accompan-

iedthe tanks weeweswas, unknown , althoughth.oughthough81 . we had seen the tanksta.nks. mo-

ving

movmov-movemo-

ving

mo-

ving

¬-

ingKing east acrossacrOSEarOSE the Paris-SoissonsParisSoissonsPa.ris-SoissonsPa.risOrisons. - road.road. inspectednspected thethe-

line

he-

mline

tthe-

line

he-

mline

ee-

line

f-

elineline of outposts and then went to Missey-aux-BoisMisseyauxBoisey-aux-BoiseyMissyMiss - - where II-

found

F-

ound

I-

found

F-

ound

I-

found

F-

oundfound the remnants, of the First Battalion 16th InfantryInfantry-

taking

Infa-
ntry

Infantry-

taking

Infa-
ntry

Infantry-

taking

Infa-
ntrytaking sheltersveltersvelte from artillery fire in tnethetine ditches westwest-

of

we-

st

west-

of

we-

st

west-

of

we-

stof the Paris-SoissonsParisSoissonsOrisons- road.road. This was the first time wewe-

had

w-

eald

we-

had

w-

eald

we-

had

w-

ealdhad gained contact with our battalion since leaving thethe-

First

th-

eirs

the-

First

th-

eirs

the-

First

th-

eirsFirst Objective.Objective . The battalion commander and staff hadhad-

all

hand-

ball

ha-

dall

hand-

ball

ha-

dall

hand-

ballall been wounded shortly after the jump-offjumpoff- and MajorMajor-

M.

Majo-

rM.M. A.A. Wells"fellsfells"
" , who hadha.d. been in command of the regimentalregimenta-

ltrains

regiment-

ations

regimenta-

ltrains

regiment-

ations

regimenta-

ltrains

regiment-

ationstrains , had been sent forward to take command.commandcOlnmand.cOlnmandcoalmancommand-

.I

cOlnmand-

.I

Comman-

d

coalma-

n

.

I reported to him and related the actions ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten location.location . About an hour laterlater-

j'

late-

rj

late-

r
late-

rj

late-

r
the companycompa.ny. and its present

J . outpost duty were relieved andan reportedreported-
KnO

repor-
ted

reported-

to

reporte-

d
onj'/j'j' / , / j//thethethe two platoons

lfKnO/KnOKinoFL / ,
. ,KnOWfHiKowhai'

"

/
W-fHiWfHiHiL-

") I to me in the battalion area.area. Major Wells assigned CompanyOompanyCompa-

nyf

Oompany-

PD"

Oompany-

PD

Company-

"D"

Compan-

yD

Compa-

nylL.lLi/UiU/
f

. , t{ ;" ., f/ \
'

\ "D"DPD"PD" " to the left half of the regimental zone of action/actionaction-

The

acti-
on

actionactionT-

he
actio-

n /'
,
:

I' , the tanks across thethe-

I

thei-

r

the-

ravine

te-

rrain

" l\//l\'" r// , ,- The platoonpla.toon. which had accompanied
; .it.it. . 1-1-

: 'HjvfHjvf1'I'II/'I-I
I-

I; fI '
. threethree-

platoons

trepi-

dations

three-

platoons

trepi-

dations

, . I placedpIe.cedpIeced;
: / , {/ - ravine reported in , minus several squads.squadsequaSequa s.s
11/11
;

. /
(M IU-IUIUvUv( , in support ,11frwlrYr frwl\rYfrwlrYfurl- v-vv-

I

\ )-. ' platoons on a line across our sector and one
I1I-

I

I h\jLhjLf1irf1\f1\ ir tod-todtoadtod-
I

toddie-
s

11l1iI({ '-
I

j\

1j

,
about

.

100 yards east of Missey.MisseyMlssey.MlsseyMissyMalmsey. The platoons were linedlined-

N

lined-

up

line-

d

line-

upI
I rr-

I

rI-

.

i

\N up along the trace of the trenohtrench to be dug and each squa-

dinstructed

subc-

ontracted

squadsqua-

dinstructed

subc-

ontracted

squa-

dinstructed

subc-

ontracted trench about 30 feet long andand-

then

ant-

hem

and-

then

ant-

hem

and-

then

ant-

hem

instructed to dig a simple
I adjoining squads.squadssquads.-

27

squads-

27

. TneTheTine entrenchingentrenohingentrenching-

27
then to connect up with

.

-27-2727--_2-

7hjL

27-

r

27'-

I

27-

I

-
I.I

. ,

1 . - " . 'I-'II' - . . . . - " '---:
. . . . ... .N.N. . ' . . ... ' r , . . , . .. ._ . 'l\'ll'-

lroad

l-

road

r-

oad

' \. ' . . . , , , , ' . " . ' . , , , , , ' , , , . " _
' ':::: :; :

. , _ . . =:== --- . . _ .:



.., TT-

A

T-

rent

A..

rent: rapidly , even withwi th ourOUI'OUIUI' smallsma.ll. tools.toolstools.tetools. 7e-tete-
;:';e were hampered ,

however , by a sniper in the treestl'eestleeslees' alonga.lon6alon6. , the Peris-GoissonsPerisGoissonsPa.ris-SoissonsPa.risSoissonsParis-00oissonsParis00oissonsPerilsOrisonsPerisGoissons-

road

Pa.risSoisson-

sroa

Paris00oissons-

road

. -

roadroaroad , who snotshot Ftpt anyMW manma.nme.nmen. not carrying ea? rifle.rifle. TuisTnisTunis snipersniper-

would

sni-
per

sniper-

would

sni-
per

sniper-

would

sni-
perwould fire once every fifteen minutesminutes' ', so thtthetthattheft? it vaswas; dif-

ficult

dif-

ficult

difdif-dif-

ficult

¬-

ficultfaculty to determine the exact oirectionirectiondirection fromfromvnicnfrowning\vnicnvnicnwnicntir..icritiricriVicawningTurkic\ .. thethe-

snots

te-

nts
the-

Silots

hes-

itates

the-

s.ots

he-

lotssnotsSilotss.otssotsSlots._ came.came. I gave orders ththtthat(_*

, t all runners anda.nd. officersofficelofficeofficerss-

hould

offic-
ers

officerss-

hould

offic-
ers

ss-

sl.1.ould

s-

sl1ouldshouldsl.1.ouldsl1.ouldsl1ould. . carry riflesI'iflesIifles' with fixedfixe cayonetsoayonetsaayonetsbayonets and I compliedcomplied-

with

compl-

iedwith this order.order. I sent out a patrol commanded by a-

lieutenant

l-

ieutenant

aa-

lieutenant

l-

ieutenant

a-

lieutenant

l-

ieutenantlieutenant and although they seesearcDedsearchedrelied along several hundredhundred-

yards

hund-

red
hundred-

yards

hund-

red
hundred-

yards

hund-

redyards of road tnethetine sniper could not be found.foundfound.-

German

fronti-

ersman

found.-

German

fronti-

ersman

found.-

German

fronti-

ersman

.

German airplanesa.irplsnesairplsnes.
, were circlircirclin.circlincircularcircling01 rclinrecline . ', ?roundGround contincontin-containcontin-

uously

cantcontin-

uously

in-inin-

uously

si-

nuously

¬-

uouslylousily , dropping bombs andB.ndBndBand. firing 8tat? t us withwi th machinemechine, guns.gunsguns.-

Major

guns.-

Major

guns-

.Major

.

Major T/ellsTells7/el187el18Tells' / was fatally wounded'oundedoundedroundedbounded.
' by one of these bombsbombebombed anda.ndand-

the

ant-

hem

a.n-

dthe

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem

.

the command of the battalion passed to the companycorcoir any commandercontnandercontainercommande-

rof

contnander-

of

command-

er

contain-

er

con anderLanderander-

of

Land-

erof Company "B"B" " . One German aviatora.via.tor. . came down to rithinwithinwrithingrithin-

three

within-

three

wit-
hin

within-

three

wit-
hinthree hundred feetfe t of us anda.nd.

wasssowasSlwassm) bold thattha.t. someone firedfired-

at

Fre-

daat him.him. Instantly the entire battalion stopped intrenchingentrenchingintrenching-

and

entrenchi-

ngand began firing.firing. Y/eYeYleWeYale/ hadha.d. had a very complicated systemsystem-

taught

sys-

tem
system-

taught

sys-

tem
system-

taught

sys-

tem by aa.. certainn-

umber

cert-

ain
certaincertainn-

umber

cert-

ain
certainn-

umber

cert-

ain
taught us by which we shouldehoulSeoul lead the target

number of yards when the plane waswa.s. moving at a specifiedspecified-

speed

specif-

ied
specified-

speed

specif-

ied
specified-

speed

specif-

iedspeed , altitude and direction.direction. It was all hazy in mymy-

mind

My-

rmidon

my-

mind

My-

rmidon

my-

mind

My-

rmidon if of the firersfires even rememberedremembered-

to

remember-

ed

mind ande d I doubted many

. The enthusiasmenthusia.ementhusiaem. of firing waswas-

such

wa-

sps

was-

such

wa-

sps

was-

such

wa-

sps
to aim ahead of the target.target

with theirtheir-

pistols.

ther-

apist

their-

pistols.

ther-

apist

their-

pistols.

ther-

apist
fired at the planesuch that even the officers

. no attention to thethe-

firing

th-

eir
the-

firing

th-

eir
the-

firing

th-

eir
paidpaid.apparentlypistols.pistols. The pilot

firing until suddenly his plane began to lose altitudealtitude-

and

altitu-

de

a.1a1. tl tudeetudetude-

and

tidel-

and
of a mile to ourour-

rear.

ur-

ea
our-

rear.

ur-

ea
our-

rea

ur-

ea
about a quarterand glided to the goundground

wrecked in the crash and the pilotpilot-

was

pillo-

ws

wasrear.rearreaarea . The plane
bullet holes in him.himhim.-

x

him.-

e

hi-

m

chim-

e

.
was found dead with several

completedoompleted about 6:00600: PMPI andand-

I

an-

d

x fhehee trenches were

two sandwichessandwiches-

during

sandwi-

ched

sandwiches-

during

sandwi-

ched

sandwiches-

.during

sandwi-

ches

I had eaten myhungry asI1 began to get
the men to open oneone can-

28

cancan-

28

can-

28

during.during,.
the morning.morning. So I ordered

-28-28-28-

rent

-
. , . , , , ... " " ' . . . , , . . .... . . . " . . . " . , . ' ... . . . . . . - .

.
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.. ."
.

of meat and tvoti'otiototriot '::o cansc ns of hrdh2rdherdhard? bread ( from tnethetine emergencyemergenc-

yrations

emerg-
ency

emeremmeremergenc-

yrations

emerg-
ency

encyencenc-
yrations

encr-

yptionsrations ) for each tvotwoto men.men. It was barely darkdar'dar, ': v.iienviienhenvhenvie. wew-

esettlec

re-

settle
w-

esettlE

re-

settle
w-

esettled

re-

settledsettle-csettlecsettled-

. down for a rest in our trendiestrenctlestrenchestrendiest - our first inin-

over

in-

vert
in-

over

in-

vert
in-

over

in-

vertover tventy-fourtventyfourenty-foul"entyfoul"foulenty-fourtwentyentrytv.tv. - " hoursyM'hehoursyMhehorsyhourshours.Thehours/.-The.T-heT-he/. ' he battalion com : ::
,inderJndernderbinderUnderender issuedissued-

verbal
diss-

ever
i8is , uedcuedued-

verbal

Fe-

deral
ued-

verbal

Fe-

deralverbal orders for a ninightiithtit advance to start at 9:30930: PM.PMPhi.PhiPM-

.The

P-
MT

PM-

.The

P-
MT

Phi-

.The

Hi-

ther

.

The company left tnethetine trenches ande.nen. . marched across the Paris-ParisPa.ris-Pa.risParis-

Soiseons

Permi-

ssiveness

Pa.ris-

Soissons

Paris-

Soissons

Ars-
onists

. -
SoiseonsSoissonsOrisons road ande.ndend. formedformed. . up as left assault, E ,ultcult companyCOmp H Y , of thethe-

battalion.

te-

arstain
the-

battalion.

te-

arstain
the-

battalion.

te-

arstainbattalion.battalion . None of us , including the battalion1Jattalion commandercor.andercorandercoriandercom::: ;: ,. andeI'andeIanode' ,

had any details of the attack exceptexce1jt the time of departuredeparture-

It
departu-

re
epartury--eparturydepartureepartury-

It
parturiti-

on

, --
It was a bright moonlight night anda.nd. I could see thrtthethirstth t anan-

advance

R-

amadan

an-

advance

R-

amadan

an-

advance

R-

amadanadvance coulo.coulocoulcould.couldcoulomb . be mademe.demedeMeade. withoutwi thouttout comingcomincoming
,
' under the heavy memechinemachinemechi-

neg

machine-

gun

machi-

ne
chinechine-

gun

chi-
negung n fire we had experienced during the morning.morning. The batbat-bat-

talion

bat-

talion

bat-

talion

¬-

taliontalon waitedwe.we.! t ed in readiness for abouta.bout. one hour , vhen.henhen".,' . anan-

order

a-

node

an-

order

a-

node

an-

order

a-

nodeorder waswa.s. received cancellingcanoellingcancelingcanalling the attack.attack. The> companycompany-

moved

compan-

ioned

company-

moved

compan-

ioned

company-

moved

compan-

ionedmoved back to its trenches and again preparationspreparntions, were mademade-

to

madd-

estto get some much needed rest.rest. The night air was cold andand-

our

and-

/or

and-

our

and-

/or

and-

our

and-

/orour raincoats were hardly enough to keep ueus warm.warmwarm-

.The

war-

mth

warm-

.The

war-

mth

. -

The GrermanGermanReran bombing planeslanes came over in relaysrelays-

h

relays-

g

relay-

s

relay-
str

rela-
yswhh 'chch'c-

hall
c-

hall
h-

all
'
cc-

all \all night longlopg - dropping flares trtteiStein; lightedlicit ed up the entireentire-

area

ent-
ire

entire-

area

ent-
ire

entire-

area

ent-
irearea and then dropping their bombs.bombs. Fortunately none ofof-

these

ot-

hers

of-

these

ot-

hers

of-

these

ot-

hersthese landed in the trenchestrenohes , but no one slept during thatthat-

night.

than-

king

that-

night.

than-

kingnight.night. /s
* The mess sergeant brought up sandwicriessandwiches andand-

coffee

ha-

ndoff

and-

ooffee

ha-

ndoff

and-

coffee

ha-

ndoffcoffeeooffee in the ration cartoartart shortly after midnight.midnight. DetailsDetails-

brought

Det-
ails

Details-

brought

Det-
ails

Details-

brought

Det-
ails. brought in the food and the hungry men ate their two sandsand-sarnd-sarndsand-

wiches

sand-

wiches

sarn-

dwiches

sand-

wiches

, ¬-
"

wicheswinches eacheaohLeah , not thinking to save one for the morningmorn1nmorninmorningmorn1n-

ut

. x

'utut'Aboutut the same time two ambulances came up and collectedcollecteds-

ome

collec-
tedsome of the seriously wounded men ofor the battalion.battalion. ManyMany-

had

Manh-

andle

Many-

had

Manh-

andle

Many-

had

Manh-

andlehad been wounded twelve to fourteen hours previouslypreviously-

but

previous-

lybut could not be moved due to shortage of litters.litterslitters.-

39

litters-

39

litters.-

29

litters-

29

.///
-39-39-29-29- 29-

L

29.-

2

-
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J-
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JULYJU Y 19 - THE SECOND DAYDAY-

The

D-

ate

DAY-

The

D-

ate

DAY-

The

D-

ateThe battalion formed for attack at 4:30430: AMAll withithilithitchfilthwith-

Company

litho-

mancy
ilith-

Company

ithC-

ompa.ny

lith-

omancyCompanyCompa.ny. "DIIDIII'D"IDII"' D"D"" the left assaultaS6ault . .company.companycom a.ny.any OrdersOrdFord ers for the attackattack-

arrived
atta-

cker
attack-

arrived
atta-

cker
attack-

arrived
atta-

ckerarrived only a few minutes before 4:30430: so that ee.cneecneacheec. pltoonplAtoonpltoonl-

eader
optio-

ned
plAtoon-

leader
plat-

oon
nlPlP? toontontoon-

leader
to-

oledleader was instructed by runner to lead his olatoonplatoon to thethe-

assembly

te-

ase
the-

assembly

te-

ase
the-

assembly

te-

aseassembly position which we uadhadliedquad taken for the nigntnightninth attackattack-

about

attack-

able
attack-

about

attack-

able
attack-

about

attack-

able( about 200 yards east of tnethetine Paris-SoiseonsParisSoiseonsPetrie-SoissonsPetrieSoissonsParis-SoissonsOrisonsPeltries- road ) . OneOn-

eplatoon

Con-

templation

On-

eplatoon

Con-

templation

On-

eplatoon

Con-

templationplatoon waewaswade missing , asaE.aE. the battalionba.ttal1onbattal1on. moved forward.forwardforvl"ard.forvlard" . TheTh-

elieutenant

Th-

elieutenant

Th-

elieutenantlieutenant in commandconriandConradcomrjanCoram: . had proven"Ol'ovenOlovenCloven" ' inefficient uncerunderpuncherun er fire onon-

at
n-

at

on-

at
n-

at

on-

at
n-

atat least two previousprevioue occasions and I had urged the battalionbattalion-

and

battali-
onand regimental commanderscomma.nders. to relieve him and assign him toto-

duty

t-
out

to-

duty

t-
out

to-

duty

t-
outduty outside the combat zone.zone. He was examinedexamined. . by the RegiRegi-RegisRegi-

mental

Regi-

mental

Regi-

mental

¬-

mental Surgeon when wtwuW were in a rest area , and , as mightmight-

be

mig-

htbe expected , appeared perfectly normal.normal. The battalion comcom-com-

mander

com-

mander

com-

mander

¬-

mandermaunder , who nadhadnada been woundedwounded. . early in tnethetine first day'sdaysday's-

advance

daysa-

dvance

day's-

advance

daysa-

dvance

day's-

advance

daysa-

dvance

'

advance , had, never observed this lieutenant under fire , asas-

he

ash-

en

as-

he

ash-

en

as-

he

ash-

enhe himself had made few if any inspection trips to thethe-

front

the-

reon

the-

front

the-

reon

the-

front

the-

reonfront line companies during our trench warfare operations.operationsoperations.-

This

operati-
ons

.

This lieutenant was conscientious and , I am certain , waswas-

not

wa-

sn't

was-

I

wa-

s

was-

not

wa-

sn'tnot lacking in courage , yet the first few shells whichwhich-

exploded

which-

exploded

which-

explodedexploded near him set him shaking ; his face became ashenashen-

and

Shenan-

doah

ashen-

and

Shenan-

doah

ashen-

and

Shenan-

doahand the pupils of his eyes dilated.dilated. When orders were givengiven-

to

give-

nto him , in this condition , he would stare blankly and makemake-

no

ma-

keno move to obey.obey. If asked why he was not obeying he wouldwould-

shake

wo-

uld
would-

ehake

wo-

uld
would-

shake

wo-

uldshakeehakehake his head and ask for the instructions to be repeated.repeatedrepeated.-

Under

repea-

ted
repeated.-

Under

repea-

ted
repeated.-

Under

repea-

ted
.

Under such circumstances I had usually relieved him fromfrom-

command

Fren-

chman

from-

command

Fren-

chman

from-

command

Fren-

chmancommand , placed him in company headquartersheadqua.rters. and instructedinstruotedinstructed-

the

instruoted-

the

instruct-

edthe platoonpla.toon. sergeant to carry out the orders.orders. I hadhad-

watched

he-

adache

had-

watohed

Hi-

awatha

tt-

watched

w-

atchedwatchedwatohed him during the first day'sdays' operations and apparentlyapparently-

he

apparent-

lyI he was getting along better than usual.usual. At least hishis-

platoon

iso-

lation

his-

platoon

iso-

lation

his-

platoon

iso-

lationr

!

. platoon , which was in the support wave , was well directeddirectedS-

O

directe-

d3

directe-

d

,
!

jj

I

jI

j

j
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AllA-

lleither

A-

lleviateeither by Mmhim or his platoon sergeant.sergeant. I questionedquestioned-

the
question-

ed
qu stionedstonedstioned-

the
ston-

edthe runner VMOy.noynoMOnowi.; o had gone'togonetogonegone ,
'"'toto' this'this

'

lieutenantIi eutDeut enantenfant ithwithitch1si"; th thethe-

order
he-

rder
the-

order
he-

rder
the-

order
he-

rderorder andan found it had beenteen celivered.celiveredelivered.elivereddelivered.delivered. HoweverHovever_ _ o V , ev er , somesome-

two

some-

way

some-

two

some-

way

some-

two

some-

waytwo hours Iptfirlaterl tertear , vnenvenn;;: len-.le-ne . discovered by the'lielie' commandingcocoumcum; nannd.ingndingending. ingKing officerofficer-
of

offic-
erof the 3d Battalion 16th Infantry , .ieieaelie. claimedclBimedclimbed that he hadhad-

never
han-

dover

had-

never
han-

dover

had-

never
han-

dovernever received any move orders.orders. I resolved to preferprefer-

cnarges

prefe-

ctures
prefer-

Cllarges

prefe-

ctures
prefer-

cnerges

prefe-

cturescnargesCllargescnergeschargesCollagesconverges againstaga.inst. aimhim should ootaJOtll'ootaotaJolla;' of uslJS survive the engageengage-engage-

ment.

engage-

ment

engage-

ment.

engage-

ment

engage-

ment.

engage-

ment

¬-

ment.mentmeant. TnisThisTunis decision was prompted by a desire to have aa-

reliable

r-

eliable
a-

reliable

r-

eliable
a-

reliable

r-

eliablereliable platoon commander pnd2.nd2ndandpond. also to place this DentallylLlcnte.llylLlcntellyaentajlyillicitlyDentally-

unfit
Dent-

ally
lLlcnte.ll-

yul'fi

lLlcntell-
yulfi

aentajly-

unfit
tantal-

um
, .

unfitul'fiulfifulfil' ) t incivicualciv1dualindividualinr .ii._ vidualvidal in the non-combatantnoncombatanton-combatantoneon-combatanteon- zone.zone. This actionaction-

was

action-

wes

actionw-

cas
acti-

on
aceto-

neswasweswcas, neverneVfl'neVflneedful' ta.kentaken. asa.s. the lieutenant was killed on July 2121-

while

21-

while

21-

whilewhile leading his platoon against an enemy machine gun nestnest.nest-

At

esta-

te
nest.-

At

esta-

te
nest.-

At

esta-

te
.

At that time he was still irresponsible but always readyready-

to
read-

yto risk his life vuenlenwhenQueenW the advanceadv ,ncenicence'V.aEnceVaEceasewas\'V.aE'V.aEVaEVale\' . once storted.stortedstarted.startedsortedstorted.-

The

sort-
ed

started.-

The

start-
ed

storted.-

The

sort-
ed

.

The second battalionba.ttalion. 15th16th Infantry , havingh vingvying lostlost-

all

glot-

tal
lost-

ell

Cost-

elloallell2,11211, its officers , was holding; the advanced regimental lineline-

about

life-

boat
line-

about

life-

boat
line-

about

life-

boatabout 600 yards southeast of the Paris-SoissonsParisSoissonsOrisons- road.roadroad-

.Behind

roa-

dbed
road-

.Behind

roa-

dbed
road-

.Behind

roa-

dbed
.

Behind them , the company formedforme for the advance and waswa-

sfired

as-

pired

wa-

sfired

as-

pired

wa-

sfired

as-

piredfired at by machine guns from two disabled French tanksta.nkstanks-

a

ta.nks-

a

tank-

s

.

a few hundred yards east of the Paris-SoissonsParisSoissonsPa.ris-SoissonsPa.risOrisonsPa.riPariParis. s-SoissonssSoissonsOrisons- road andand-

to

an-

do

and-

to

an-

do

and-

to

an-

doto our left flank.flank. There were remarks made to the effecteffect-

that

effect-

uate

effect-

that

effect-

uate

effect-

that

effect-

uatethat the "Frogs"Frogs" " were mixednixed up again , but this was foundfound-

to

foun-

dto be incorrect.incorrect. A patrol , sent to silence the guns ,

found that two Germans had occupied the tanks during thethe-

night.

he-

ight
the-

night.

he-

ight
the-

night.

he-

ightnight.night. As the patrols advanced they disappeared into thethe-

wheat

th-

ereat

the-

wheat

th-

ereat

the-

wheat

th-

ereatwheat fieldsfields.,. SongLongtong range machine gun fire and scatteredsoatteredspatteredscattered-

artillery
scatt-

ered
soattered-

ertil1ery

scattered-

artillery
scatt-

eredartilleryertil1ery fire inflicted casualties but did not check thethe-

advance

he-

adache

the-

advance

he-

adache

the-

advance

he-

adacheadvance of the battalion.battalion. A halt was made on the linel1neline-

held

lins-

eed

l1ne-

held

line-

held

lins-

eedheld by the outposts of the Second Battalion , as we werewere-

now

where-

unto

were-

now

where-

unto

were-

now

where-

untonow apparently visible to several machine gunners as wellwell-

as

wel-

ls

well-

as

wel-

lsas to artillery observers.observers . CasualtiesOasualties were numerous ; yetyet-

we

y-
et

yet-

we

y-
et

yet-

we

y-
etwe had not seen a single German during the day.dayday.-

31

day-

31

day.-

31

day-

31

.
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Wepie found several seriously woundedvw'oundedvwounded' men in thisthis-
position

hair-
splitting

this-
pas

thesp-

ians

this-
position

hair-
splittingpositionpas ! t10n - menimen from thet11e SecondSecond. . Battalion unothorhoJunothouho:; had been1Jeenbeen-

wounded
bec-

louded
1Jeen-

wounded

been-

wounded
bec-

loudedwounded on the morning of the previous day and8.nd8nd. who l-adladlad-
received

Cl-
arence

..:_- adad-

received
ar-

chived
ad-

received
ar-

chivedreceived no attention beyond first-aidfirstaid- ban .bandages.bandagesabes.abesabbes I foundfound-

out
fold-

out

found-

out
fold-

out

found-

out
fold-

outout that no littersIi ttereterse hadhe.dhedheed. been availableaval1eble, and thattha.t. if a manwanma-

ncould

Ar-

nold
ma-

ncould

Ar-

nold
wa-

ncould

Ar-

noldcould not walk he remained there until thet 1e front lineline-

moved

inn-
erved

line-

moved

inn-
erved

line-

moved

inn-
ervedmoved far enough ahead for the Medical Corps to reach him.himhim-

.In

chim-

ing

him-

.In

chim-

ing

him-

.In

chim-

ing

.

In justice to tnethetine regimental medical personnel , it mustmust-

be

mus-

ter

must-

be

mus-

ter

must-

be

mus-

terbe saidsaid.. thatth8t they had been busy every hour since the jump-jumpjum-

poff

ju-
mp

jum-

poff

ju-
mp

jum-

poff

ju-
mp

-

off , and.and. the breakdown in the evacuation system rasGras,
,

.

,as@.ss. thethe-

fault
he-

alth
the-

fault
he-

alth
the-

fault
he-

althfault of the higher echelonseCheloechelons.echeloneChelo-

e

Chlo-
e

echelons.-

he

echelo-
ns

,.,

..--hehe-- fhehee battalion resumed the advance aftera.fter. a 30-3030-

minute

30-

minute

30-

minute

-

minute halt anda.nd. immediately drew heavy machine gun firefiref-

rom

fore-

front

firef-

rom

fore-

front

firef-

rom

fore-

frontfrom both flanks and the front.front. Artillery shells dropped.roppedroppedropeddropped-

in

dropp-
ed

. .ropped-

in

rope-

din the formation v.ithvithithrithitchRoth., such accuracy tntth2tthat? our advance waswas-

slow.

wa-

llow

was-

slow.

wa-

llow

was-

slow.

wa-

llowslow.slow. A slight rise about 1200 yards northeast of ChaudunChadChaudun-

Farm

Chaudun-

Farm

Chaudun-

FarmFarm offered some shelter from machine gun fire , and thethe-

entire

th-

eatre
the-

entire

th-

eatre
the-

entire

th-

eatreentire battalion closed up in the depression 200 yardsyards-

west

yar-

ds
yards-

west

yar-

ds
yards-

west

yar-

dswest of this rise./rise.riserise.-

The

ri-
se

riSriseKrisriS-

The

wri-

the

. /
The machine gun fire seemed to be coming fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe wheat field crocerocrovingrovingng the rise , so I passed the wordword-

along

ord-

ain
word-

along

ord-

ain
word-

along

ord-

ainalong the first line that the leadinglladinglading platoons were toto-

charge

o-

chre
to-

charge

o-

chre
to-

charge

o-

chrecharge toward the top of the hill.hill. This seemed to be inin-

line

in-

line

in-

lineline with war fiction in which thehe brave captain led hishisc-

ompany

Chi-

romancy

hisc-

ompany

Chi-

romancy

hisc-

ompany

Chi-

romancycompany in a charge, against the enemy and , while thethe-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy could not be seen , his machine gun bullets mademad-

ehis

maiden-

hairs

mad-

ehis

maiden-

hairs

mad-

ehis

maiden-

hairshis presence very real.real. These orders miscarried somewhatsomewhat-

and

somew-

hatand , as I jumped up , the entire company advanced and notnot-

the

ano-

ther

not-

the

ano-

ther

not-

the

ano-

therthe leading platoons as ordered.ordered. The machine gun firefire-

did

fir-
ed

fire-

did

fir-
ed

fire-

did

fir-
eddid not vary in its intensity and few men fell.fell. TheThe-

support

He-

liport

The-

support

He-

liport

The-

support

He-

liportsupport platoons , advancing in squad columns , had thethe-

misfortune

the-

misfortune

the-

misfortunemisfortune to have a shell land on a column in whichwhich-

the

whi-

ch

which-

the

whi-

ch

which-

the

whi-

chthe platoon leader wasas marching , and again the cries ofof-
32

of-
323w-32-32- 32-

We

32-

pie

-_



.

the wounded were neardheardneared above the noise of the explodingexploding-

shells
explo-

ding
exploding-

shells
explo-

ding
exploding-

shells
explo-

dingshells and the "crack11crack11"crack"crack" " of the passing bullets.bullets. The chargecharg-

estarted
cha-

rges
charg-

estarted
cha-

rges
charg-

estarted
cha-

rgesstarted att a run but soon slowed down to a jog , due to thethe-

difficulty
ter-

rifically
the-

difficulty
ter-

rifically
the-

difficulty
ter-

rificallydifficulty in climbing the incline over slippery grass.grassgrass.-

The

gra-
ss

grass.-

The

gra-
ss

grass.-

The

gra-
ss

.

The line wasw s walking as tnetaetine crest of tnetaetinet e hill was reachedreached-

and

reach-
edand still we heard tnethetine machine guns firing , still furtnerfurtherfurtner-

to

further-

to
furth-

erto our front.front. We wereweI'eweIewee' now under observation of the gunnersgunnel'sgunnelsgunners-

and

gunn-
ers

gunnel's-

and

gunnels-

and

gunn-
els

gunners-

and

gunn-
ers

'

and a few bursts in our ranks convinced me tnsttttntt.2t-tt- our comic-comiccomic-

opera
co-

mic
comic-

opera
co-

mic
comic-

opera
co-

mic
-

opera chargecha.rge. nadha.dhadnada. been premature.premature. One platoon waswa.s. instructedinstructed-

to
instructe-

dto dig in along the top of the rise wnilewhilewailnilee I took the otherothert-

wo
ther-

eto

othert-

wo
ther-

eto

othert-

wo
ther-

etotwo about 100 yards to the rear.rearrear.-

I

rea-
r

.

I found that it was a great relief to be busybusy-

so

bu-
ssso I , withwi th my striker , dug ee.a. sheltershelshelf t er in aa.. new shell-hole.shellhole.holeshellhole.-

There
hellh-

ole
shellhole.-

There
hellh-

ole
shellhole.-

There
hellh-

ole
- .

There was a great demanddel&18.nddel18.nddel18nddewand& ., for new shell holes as there waswas-

a

as-

aa superstition in the company that two shells never landedlanded-

on

land-
edon the same spot.spot. I worked until I was wet with perspiraperspira-perspireperspira-

tion

perspira-

tion

¬-

tionion , then felt a passing of the extreme nervousness whichwhich-

had

whi-

ch
which-

had

whi-

ch
which-

had

whi-

chhad seized me after our "capture"capture" " of the hill top.toptop.-

A

topa-

z

.

A sergeant , withwi th aa.. platoon of Company "Gr"GrfiG"fiG"G"G" " 16th16th-

Infantry

16th-

Infantry

16th-

InfantryInfantry , reported to me and stated that the rest of hishisc-

ompany

Chi-

romancy

hisc-

ompany

Chi-

romancy

hisc-

ompany

Chi-

romancycompany was scattered or wounded.wounded. I assigned him a placeplace-

in

placi-

ngin the rear of and to the right of the two support platoons ,

and instructed him to remain with the company until furtherfurther-

orders.

furthe-

rmore

further-

orders.

furthe-

rmore

further-

orders.

furthe-

rmoreorders.orders. Shell fire continued on our positionposiposit tionion andBind casualtiescasualties-

were

casualt-
ieswere numerous.numerous. There was a first aid man with the platoonplatoon-

from

plato-
on

platoon-

from

plato-
on

platoon-

from

plato-
onfrom "G"G" 0"0" CompanyOompany - the first we hadhad.. met sincesinoesine the jump-offjumpoffjumpoff-

on

jum-
p

-

on July 18th.18th. The company was now dug in below the surfacesurfaoesurface-

of

surfaoe-

of

surfa-
ceof the goundground and I found , in my inspection trips , that thethe-

exercise

the-

ocracies

the-

exercise

the-

ocracies

the-

exercise

the-

ocraciesexercise had calmedoalmedpalmed thetbetube men to suchsuohsough an extent they theythey-

were

he-
wer

they-

were

he-
wer

they-

were

he-
werwere joking about which platoon was due to have the nextnex-

tshtll

n-
ets

next-

sbAll

net-

ball

nex-

tshall

net-

ballshtllsbAllshallstallbAll fall on it.itits.

-33-33- 33-

the

33.-

l

33-

l
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..

I made several reconnaissancereconna.issance. tiipstzipstipszips to the toptop-

of

toplo-

fty

top-

of

toplo-

fty

top-

of

toplo-

ftyof the hill but could not locate the machinelchinechinenl guns to ourour-

front.

for-

efront

our-

front.

for-

efront

our-

front.

for-

efrontfront.front. The 18th Infantry had moved up on line with us onon-

our

co-

ntour

on-

our

co-

ntour

on-

our

co-

ntourour right , but the 26th Infantry , on our left , was notnot-

visible.

no-

nviable

not-

visible.

no-

nviable

not-

visible.

no-

nviablevisible.visible. I had returned to the support position of thethe-

company

Et-

hiopian

thec-

ompa.ny

the-

company

Et-

hiopiancompanycompa.ny. wnenneon thetilet1lie captaincaptai in commandcomrJandcomrade of the battalionba.ttalion. camecam-

erunning

Cam-

eroonian

cam-

erunning

Cam-

eroonian

cam-

erunning

Cam-

eroonianrunning back from the top of the hill to our front , shoutshout-shout-

ing

shout-

ing

shout-

ing

¬-

ingKing thatth .tt. German tanks were coming.coming. He was extremelyextremely-

excited
extre-

mely
extremely-

exci

extrem-
ely

extremely-

excited
extre-

melyexcitedexciexcise ted anda.nd. , in answer to my question , stated thattha.t. he waswa-

spositive

ass-

ociative

wa-

spositive

ass-

ociative

wa-

spositive

ass-

ociativepositive thattl1a.ttl1at. they were German tanks and that we had toto-

get

R-

oget

to-

get

R-

oget

to-

get

R-

ogetget to the rear at once.once. He then began running towardtotilardtortillatoward-

Company

tow-

ard
toward-

Company

tow-

ard
totilard-

CompanyCompany "B"B" Bn" on our left rearres.rresrRees. and in a short space of timetim-

eall

ti-
me

tim-

eall

ti-
me

tim-

eall

ti-
meall of Company "B11B11JIB"JIB"B"B" " and partpert of CompanyCompa.ny. "D"D" " rose and ran toto-

tne

to-

ne
to-

tne

to-

ne
to-

the

t-
otetnethetine rear.rear. I considered what I should do.do. Should I staystay-

with

sa-
wpit

stay-

with

sa-
wpit

stay-

with

sa-
wpitwith the remainder of my company and try to defend thethe-

position

ther-

mosetting

the-

position

ther-

mosetting

the-

position

ther-

mosettingposition against the tanks ? WhatWhetWh t could we do with riflesrifles-

against
rif-

fles
rifles-

against
rif-

fles
rifles-

against
rif-

flesagainst them ? Before I came to a decision the rearrear-

platoons

reta-

rdations

rear-

platoons

reta-

rdations

rear-

platoons

reta-

rdationsplatoons got out of their shelters and joined the mass ofof-

men

o-

men

of-

men

o-

men

of-

men

o-

menmen running to the rear.rear. I shouted and blew on raymy inin-

efficient

in-inin-

efficient

in-

efficient

¬-

efficient company commander'scommanders' whistle , but the men inin-

flight

in-

fighter

in-

flight

in-

fighter

in-

flight

in-

fighterflight either did not hear me , or hearing , paid nono-

attention.

in-

attention

no-

attention.

in-

attention

no-

attention.

in-

attentionattention.attention. A group of men near me began putting on theirtheir-

packs

th-
eir

their-

packs

th-
eir

their-

packs

th-
eirpacks and climbing out of their pits.pits. I noticed theirtheir-

frightened

their-

frightened

their-

frightenedfrightened expressions and curtly ordered them back.backback.-

Then

black-

thorn

back.-

Then

black-

thorn

back.-

Then

black-

thorn

.

Then I hurried toward the men who were startingsta.rting. to run ,

shouting to them to stop.stop. As soon as the remaining menmen-

saw

me-

nsal

men-

saw

me-

nsal

men-

saw

me-

nsalsaw me run to the left rear everyone jumped up and fltd.fltdfled.fledltdfltd.-

I

fled.-

I

felte-

d

fle-
d

.

I1 stopped several men near me and as long as I remainedremained-

within

rema-
ined

remained-

within

rema-
ined

remained-

within

rema-
inedwithin a few feet of them they stood fast , and I couldcould-

feel

co-
uld

could-

feel

co-
uld

could-

feel

co-
uldfeel the urge of flight pervading the atmosphere asas-

definitely

a-

dherently

as-

definitely

a-

dherently

as-

definitely

a-

dherentlydefinitely as though it were a ooldcoldold wind.wind. In a fewfew-

minutes

fe-

minists

few-

minutes

fe-

minists

few-

minutes

fe-

ministsminutes the area was clearolearlear exceptexoept for my striker andand-

34

and-

34

and-

34-34-34- 34-
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me and our wounded.wounded. The battalion wasiae running-runningrunningoverrunning- over thethe-

rise
othe-

rwise

the-

rise
othe-

rwise

the-

rise
othe-

rwiserise 300 yards to our rearrea.r. anda.nd. no effort was being mademade-

to
madd-

est

made-

to
madd-

est

made-

to
madd-

estto stop them.them. The sense of my impotenceimoomoo t enc a to doo anythinganything-

to
anythin-

gto check this movement , and2nd my shame tnattngttreatnattnt rnymyrunny companycompan-

yshould
com-

pany
compan-

yshould
com-

pany
compan-

yshould
com-

panyshould break and run waile1ilewailedw , ileNile I was ti.eretieretl..eretleretiaeretierceTerre... trying to stop it1 t"tt"-

brought
tb-

rought
b-

rought
,"

brought tears to :.i.yiyr.yryxy. . eyes.eyes. I realizedrealize tnatnat my striker andand-

I
an-

dI could oebe of no use against two German tanks ( and I diddid-

not
did-

n't
did-

not
did-

n't
did-

not
did-

n'tnot doubt but that they were German tanks after thethe-

battalion
te-

arstain
the-

battalion
te-

arstain
the-

battalion
te-

arstainbattalion corraiander'corraiandercom..jander'scomjandersCorrinecommanderscom :.. J8nder'sJ8nders' actionss ) so I decided to rejoin mymy-

company.

sy-

cophancy

my-

company.

sy-

cophancy

my-

company.

sy-

cophancycompany.company . We fixed a raincoat shelter over tuetietruet e facesfa..ces. . ofof-

the
of-

ten
of-

the
of-

ten
of-

the

of-

tenthe wounded men to shield themtaemteam from the hot sunsun"sun," told themthem-

that
th-

eta
them-

that
th-

eta
them-

that
th-

etathat we would be oackIJacklackoakJack as soon as the company could be foundfound-

and

foun-

ded

found-

and

foun-

ded

,

and walked back toward our jump-offjumpoff- position of that mornmorn-morn-

ing.

morn-

ing

morn-

ing.

morn-

ing

morn-

ing.

morn-

ing

¬-
ing.ingKing. My striker , an Austrian by birth , drafted from thethe-

coal

th-
eca

the-

coal

th-
eca

the-

coal

th-
ecacoal fields of Pennsylvania , remarked , "CaptainCaptain"Oaptain"Oaptain"Oaptain"hatOaptainhatCaptain" ," v/hatvhat/hatwhatvhat-

could

vac-

uole
what-

could

wat-

chful

" /hat-

could

Ha-

roldcould we do ? The devil himself couldn'tcouldnt' have stoppedstoppedt-

hem.

stop-
ped

stoppedt-

hem.1f

stopped-

them1f

stoppedt-

hem.

stop-
pedthem.themthem.1fthem1f. "

The two tanks appeared to the northeast and II-

wondered

W-

ondered

I-

wondered

W-

ondered

I-

wondered

W-

onderedwondered ats.tst. their similarity to the FrenchFJ.'enohFJenohFen.
' tanks.tanks. I waswa-

ssurprised

as-

surors
wa-

ssurprised

as-

surors
wa-

ssurprised

as-

surorssurprised that they did not follow the retreating battalionbattalion-

and

battali-
onand thothouthth4_ they did not fire on us.us. GermanGe rmanroman machinema.ohimaohiMao. ne gunsguns-

opened

uno-

pened

guns-

opened

uno-

pened

guns-

opened

uno-

penedopened fire on us as we reached the rise 300 yards in rearrear-

of

re-
ar

rear-

of

re-
ar

rear-

of

re-
ar

.
of our former position but the groundground.groundground.wasgroundmasswas too damp toto-

indicate

op-

inionate

to-

indicate

op-

inionate

to-

indicate

op-

inionateindicate the strike of their bullets and we passed outout-

of

out-

do

out-

of

out-

do

out-

of

out-

doof sight in safety.safetysafety.-

I

safet-
y

.

I found that the companyoompany with the rest of thethe-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstainbattalion had stopped in the trenchestrenohes occupied by thethe-

Third

tet-

chier

the-

Third

tet-

chier

the-

Third

tet-

chierThird Battalion 16th Infantry , whichwhioh was in brigadebrigade-

reserve.

briga-

diers
brigade-

reserve.

briga-

diers
brigade-

reserve.

briga-

diersreserve.reserve. The three platoon commanders were busy col001-001col-coolcol-

lecting

00-

1leoting

col-

lecting

¬-

lectingleotingletting their unitsunite from the jammed mass of soldiers inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe trenches.trenches. The elements of CompanyOompany "D"DAD"AD" " were moved toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe left and grouped together.together. The battalion commanderoommandercommander-

35

oommander-

35-35-35- -

- . .-- . - . .- ---- -- . " - .- . . ' - - . - . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .
- - -- - - - - - - - - -- -- - -------- -- - -- - - -- -- - -- - - - - - - - - - - . - __ _ _ _ _ ______ __ h _ . iviv-

me

di-

me

J



.,.

/, ..

of the Third Battalion 16th Infantry ordered me to placeplace-

a

plac-
ea line of men armed with ChauchotChauohotCachetCaught rifles in advance of-

the

of-

ten

ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe main line of trenches and to try and stoostopstood the tanks.tankstanks.-

This

tan-
ks

tanks.-

This

tan-
ks

tanks.-

This

tan-
ks

.

This done anda.nd. with nothing left to do but wait for thethe-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

akstanks , I crawled into a shell-holeshellhole- on line with thethe-

automatic

the-

rmometric

the-

automatic

the-

rmometric

the-

automatic

the-

rmometricautomatic riflemen and ate a cake of cnocolatechocolate and somesom-

ehardbread.

som-

ehardbread.

som-

ehardbread.hardbread.hardbreadharbored. I was tired and depressed and worried aboutabout-

how

abo-
ut

about-

how

abo-
ut

about-

how

abo-
uthow we were to stop the tank attack v.lthvlthithlathitch; .; automatic rifles.riflesrifles.-

These

riff-
les

rifles.-

These

riff-
les

rifles.-

These

riff-
les

.

These worries were of brief duration , for sleep - thethe-

first
th-

eirs
the-

first
th-

eirs
the-

first
th-

eirsfirst in some sixty hours - overtook me.menie.nieniceme-

.I

m-

e

me-

.I

m-

e

nie-

.I

nis-

ei

.

I was awakened by a runner and led to Lt.Ltht.ht. Col.ColCoolCol-

.Craig

Coll-

ocating

Col-

.Oraig

Co-

loring

Col-

.Craig

Coll-

ocating

.

CraigOraigOrating , who was assembling the First Battalion for anan-

advance

R-

amadan

an-

advance

R-

amadanadvance over the ground we had just given up.up. I foundfound-

that

fou-
nd

found-

that

fou-
nd

found-

that

fou-
ndthat the missing platoon of the company was in the trenchestrenches-

with

trenc-
hes

trenches-

with

trenc-
hes

trenches-

with

trenc-
heswith the Third BattalionBa.ttalion. and listened to the lieutenant'slieutenantslieutenant'si-

ncoherent

lieutenantsi-

ncoherent
lieute-

nants
lieutenant'si-

ncoherent

lieutenantsi-

ncoherent
lieute-

nants
lieutenant'si-

ncoherent

lieutenantsi-

ncoherent
lieute-

nants
'

incoherent explanation of hishiehide failure to join the companycompan-

yearly

comp-

any
compan-

yearly

comp-

any
compan-

yearly

comp-

anyearly in the morning.morningmorning.-

One

morni-
ng

.

One of the tanks , which had proven to be French ,

" had been disabled about 500 yards to our left front and ,

M1-G1G/ /' during our formation for the advance , shelled us withwith-

37mm

with-

37mm

with-

37mmau
- f, U(l.l. J;J-

ilt

37-mm37mm- shells.shells. I presumed that the French crew had quitquit-

the

quit-

ted

quit-

the

quit-

tedjiJjai , . / // the tank and that Germans had been quick to use it as aa-

pillbox.

p-

illbox

a-

pillbox.

p-

illbox
W iltiltigiltkiltieHryHarry

i

r
, pill-box.pillbox.box- . This fire was very inaccurate and did notnot-

seriously

no-

toriously

not-

seriously

no-

toriously
i1 ii-

ACfai
A-

cadia
\

.

AC/faiACfaifailt-ftf- (/)'

/ \\ seriously interfere with the formation or the advance.advanceadvance.-

W

advance-

.t.

advance.-

lit.

advan-

ce

.

W//WWftWaft'// ft f I

, 'fuAfuAfArWv/7rWv7Wv} / , lit.litt.t. Col.Col001.001Cool. Craig led the battalion and inspired all byby-

his

bo-

yish

by-

his

bo-

yish
( {

/ A .
L *j> dflfl / ( / , ' his coolness under a variety of conditionsconditions.condition-

sfliMu
condit-

ions
conditions.-

The

conditio-

ns
.

fliMufolium
! Ot( The battalion moved to the south of the riserise-

where

rose-

water

rise-

where

rose-

water

rise-

where

rose-

waterwhere we had halted during the morning and soon beganbegan-

to

bega-

nto come under heavy close-rangecloserange- machine gun fire.fire. TheTh-

ebattalion

Te-

arstain

Th-

ebattalion

Te-

arstain

Th-

ebattalion

Te-

arstainbattalion was halted and ColonelOolonelOolong Craig asked for volunvolun-volumevolun-

teers

volun-

teers

volun-

teers

¬--

teerssteers tot o go with him to get the machine guns.guns. I Was-

somewhat

waswas-

somewnat

as-

sonant

was-

somewhatsomewnatsomewhat surprisedsurpr1sed to see most of CompanyOompany "D"D"DODO"D0D0" " volunteervolunteer-

36-36-36- 36'i-

WBSfifcK

36iW-

BSfifcK
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andand. . found it liard118rdhardlaird to r-rcoiCilercoiCilecodicilTi -: ) cccocchoc:_' ;: cileChile.lele. i.i\. ithitchi tL Heirtl'll' f< il'ilit' iicjvitvcliicjvitvclF-

CwiJttfc

irit c( j vitvisvitaAvis t'cltclt-cltcltlct'cl-

E

tcl-

E

tcl-

c

tackl-

e

cal-

c

'-

FCwiJttfcE C :; 1 ') nf:.
' of a few hours before.before. The machineLachine! gunsgunseregushervere\ereerewerevergevere-

captured

ov-
erleapt

were-

captured
wh-

ereat
\'; ere-

captured

rec-

apturedcaptured or chased away and the battalion resumedresmned the-

advance

he-

adache

thethe-

advance

he-

adache

the-

advance

he-

adacheadvance until otnerothertonerot er guns began to inflict casualties ,

when tiiethetie same procedure was repeated.repeatedrepeated.-

The

repeat-

ed

.

The headhea.d. of thetiietie ChazelleCiiazelleChandelleCitizenly ravinere.vinerevine. wcswascs, reached inin-

tnis
i-

nns
in-

this

lit-

chis

in-

this

lit-

chistnisthisTunis mannermanrmanor er and trietaetribet e entire battalion moved intoirLobiro: it andand-

velcomed

da-

ndelion

and-

welcomed

san-

dwiched

and-

v

ad-
vv/elcomedvelcomedwelcomedv/; the shade of its trees.trees. Company "D"DliD"liD" " was orderedordered-

to

ordere-

d
or .erederederred.

.

to move along the ravine andand.. clear the way for the advanceadva.nceadvance-

of

adva.nce-

of

advan-
ce

.

of the battalion.battalion . An advance guard formation was takentaken-

and.

tak-
en

taken-

and

tak-
en

taken-

and

tak-
enand.and. the company moved forward , hoping to find somethingsomethin-

gtangible

some-
thing

somethin-

gtangible

some-
thing

somethin-

gtangible

some-
thingtangible to fight against.against. The point reached the openingopening-

of

openi-
ngof the north branch of the ravine into the ravine properproper-

and

prospe-

red

proper-

and

prospe-

red

proper-

and

prospe-

redand drew machine gunbun fire from a.a. hedge about 300 yards toto-

our

to-

ur
to-

our

to-

ur
to-

our

to-

urour front.front. Several men were killed endand wounded by thisthis-

fire
thri-

ftier

this-

fire
thri-

ftier

this-

fire
thri-

ftierfire and the company took shelter along the sides of the-

narrow

At-

hena
thethe-

narrow

At-

hena

the-

narrow

At-

henanarrow depression while several observers assisted me inin-

trying

u-

ntying

in-

trying

u-

ntying

in-

trying

u-

ntyingtrying to find the locationloca.tion. of the machine gun.gun. I couldcould-

not

coul-

dn't

could-

not

coul-

dn't

could-

not

coul-

dn'tnot pick up any sign of it , even while it was firing , but-

saw

bu-

ts
butbut-

saw

bu-

ts
but-

saw

bu-

tssaw several spots in the hedge where a gung n might be concon-con-

cealed.

con-

cealed

con-

cealed.

con-

cealed

con-

cealed.

con-

cealed

¬-

cealed.cealedcalled. One of the sergeants and I fired several shotsshots-

at

sho-

tsat these points and were rewarded by an equal number ofof-

37mm

of-

37mm'

of-

37mm

of-

37mm37-mm37mm37-mm'mm'37mm'shells37mmshells- ' shells landing in the crowded ravine and which hithit-

several

in-

tegral

hit-

several

in-

tegral

hit-

several

in-

tegralseveral more men.men. Nor couldoouldGould any of us pick up the localoca-localloca-

tion

loca-

tion

loca-

tion

¬-

tionion of the 37-mm37mm- gun.gungun-

.Colonel

gu-

ncotton

gun-

.Colonel

gu-

ncotton

gun-

.Colonel

gu-

ncotton

.

Colonel Craig cameoamefoamed up during this firing and-

was

pan-

das

andand-

was

pan-

das

and-

was

pan-

daswas informed of our difficulties.difficulties . He immediately calledcalled-

for

call-
ed

called-

for

call-
ed

called-

for

call-
edfor volunteers and led a patrol of one lieutenant and tenten-

men

pen-

men

ten-

men

pen-

men

ten-

men

pen-

menmen from CompanyOompany "D"DliD"liD" " out into the draw.draw. All crawled thethe-

first

th-

eirs

the-

first

th-

eirs

the-

first

th-

eirsfirst few yards until cover was reachedreaohed , where the patrolpatrol-

divided

paro-

died
patrol-

divided

paro-

died
patrol-

divided

paro-

dieddivided and converged toward the sound of the machine gun.gungun.-

The

Gu-

nter

gun.-

The

Gu-

nter

gun.-

The

Gu-

nter

.

The Germans , seeing two groups moving toward them , fled-

37

fledfled-

37-37-37- 37-

and

-
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from their gun.gun. FireFil'eFile' from this gun hpdhedhed.phdheed . woundedwour..ded.wourdedworded.. . thethe e, lieulieu-lieu-

tenant
lieu-

tenant
lieu-

tenant

¬-
tenant and one man of the patrol and? , nd they were brought inin-

when

pin-

wheel

in-

when

pin-

wheel

in-

when

pin-

wheelwhen the patrol returnedreturned.returned.AnreturnedAn.!returned,. y n occasional shell in thethe-

ravine

te-

rrain
the-

ravine

te-

rrain, ravine added to the casualtiescasnalties and tnetHetiletine wounded from thethe-

fiel
She-

ffield

the-

fields
Sh-

effield'--.. ' (
I

:!
\ ' fieldsfielfield s in the rear were brought in.in. It ga.vegaveg .ve the drawdradraydrab; thethe-

l

Ethe-

l

the-

appearance

te-
mperance

the-

appearance

te-
mperancel

I

';.
j

appearance of a combined morgue and dressing station.stationstation.-

Every

stati-
on

station.-

Every

stati-
on

station.-

Every

stati-
on

.

Every wounded man asked for waterwatswat er , tnoughtlloughtought oughHough most of the menmen-

had

menh-

aden

men-

had

menh-

aden

men-

had

menh-

adenhad empty canteens.canteens. We had had no opportunity to refillrefillc-

anteens
reallo-

cations
refillc-

anteens
reallo-

cations
refillc-

anteens
reallo-

cationscanteens since leaving MisseyMissy the previous ninit'ht.nithtniEht.niEhtninthnight:;
'ht.ht. The hothot-

July

hate-

fully

hot-

JUly

hate-

fully

hot-

July

hate-

fullyJuly sun , the exertion of the attack , andend the excitement ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe day had made the men use all the water in their canteenscanteens-

before

cante-
ens

canteens-

before

cante-
ens

canteens-

before

cante-
ensbefore noon.noon. *noynosyTT-

The
T-
heThe battalion withdrew from the ravine and formedformed'formed-

for

form-

ed
formed'-

for

formed-

for
form-

ed
formed'-

for

formed-

for
form-

ed

'

for attack at 4:30430: PM.PMPI: . Company "DuDu"D"D" " was the left assaultassaultc-

ompany

ass-
ault

assaultc-

ompany

ass-
ault

assaultc-

ompany

ass-
aultcompany and advanced along the north edge of thetine ChazelleChandelleChazelle-

ravine.

ChazChezChazelle-

ravine.

ell ee-

ra.vine.

r-

avineravine.ravinera.vine.. . The advance met no resistance until we hadha.d. reachedrea.chedreached-

a

rea.ched-

a

reache-

d

.

a point about 400 yardsyerds nortnnorthnortinNorton of the town of ChazelleChandelle , whenwhen-

machine

hier-

archies

when-

machine

hier-

archies

when-

machine

hier-

archiesmachine guns from our front halted the line.line. The 18th18th-

Infantry

18th-

Infantry,
" " II-

.1
I-

1
be toward ChazelleChezelleChandelleHeeled andand-

Moroccoan

and-

Moroccoan

and-

Moroccoan

; / /II'II'II/ ' Infantry could now seen advancing ,
\.1/.1\ ..11/) 1/1(. .

/
! MoroccoanMoroccan troops on their right were prolonging : the lineline-

of

lin-
e

line-

of

lin-
e

line-

of

lin-
e(
of advance.advance. The 26th Infantry line was now abreast of usus-

on

s-

on

us-

on

s-

on

us-

on

s-

onon our left and was receiving heavy machine gundun fire fromfrom-

its
fro-

nts

from-

its
fro-

nts

from-

its
fro-

ntsits front.front.
Machine gun fire from the OhazelleChazelleOhs-zellOhszellHazelChandelleOhmsell,- a ravine atat-

tracted

at-atat-

traoted

at-

tracted

at-

tracted

¬-

tractedtraotedtracedtrotted my attentionattMatt nt1on and I discovered a stone emplacementemplacemen-

twith

emplacem-

entwith a gun crew in it , firing at the 18th Infantry.Infantry. TheseThese-

gunners

Heed-

fulness

These-

eTs

The-

se
These-

gunners

Heed-

fulnessgunnerseTsbets were below us and about 500 yards away and appar-

ently

apparappar-appearappar-

ently

appar-

ently

¬-

entlygently had not noticednotioedmotioned our approach.approach . I borrowed a riflerifle-

and

rifle-

man

rifle-

and

rifle-

man

rifle-

and

rifle-

manand fired several shots at them.them. Some of the machine gungun-

crew

uns-

crew

gun-

This

un-

ties

gun-

crew

uns-

crew
+

1 crew nastilyhastily withdrew leaving their gun in position.position. ThieThisThiefThie-

incident

This-

incident

Th-

eistic
t1t:

i
} \

; incidentinoident is worthy of note as it was the only German machinemachine-

gun

machi-

ne

machine-

gun

machi-

ne

machine-

gun

machi-

neIfJI

fJIFuji

fJ

gun I saw in operation throughout this engagement.engagement . We hadhad-

38

had-

38I -38-38-38- 38-

I

3-

8L
.
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I

:
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.)--..ftf-
been

b-

een
.

been fired/byfiredbyfirbYfairyfirfired /bYbY//+ by scores of them but in every case , exceptingexcepting-

this
except-

ingthis one , caeir'cheircheirAeircabercoheirAir't4t4' location was so80 well concealed thatthettheft wew-

ecould

de-

coupled

w-

ecould

de-

coupled

w-

ecould

de-

coupledcould not fix their position even while they were firing.firingfiring.T-

wo
firi-ng
firing.-

wo

firin-
g

.

./TwoTwo/"'"TwoTwowo squads of the 16th InfsntryInfantryInfInfo _ ntryentry Machine Gun ComCom-Com-

pany

Com-

pany

Com-

pany

¬-
panypanky rejoined us here , as we startedsta.rted. our second advance.advanceadvance.-

They

adva-
nce

advance.-

They

adva-
nce

.

,
.

f/II-f

/
,

I/ They kept up vlthwithrrrithlath us tnroughoutthroughout the remainder of the day inin-

spite
in-

spire
in-

spite
in-

spire. ' r/
i'

f(MI, f.f.
.
,

i

<

'

;

i' , j

r('
spite of their heavy loads and the excessive heat/heatheatColonelhematologyheat /J ColonelColonel-

Craig
Colo-

nel
Colonel-

Craig
Colo-

nel
I
; tv.vt\.f"t.f"f\.. ,

"' ," ,
.

,

/,L-L\ "
-

J
, 5jj-

I

j.j'. (' i Craig ordered the battalion to halt for the nipjhtnight on itsits-
nW i-ts its-

present
dis-

persant
its-

present
dis-

persant
nW\nWI 'i.vt.ivtvt'

. \ .

t : 1*, j)
_
'"

.,

lfjvlf'rr' , ... J.J.
'.
5

l.-l.l.-

I

w..- V( A} present line and to place outposts to the front.front. TheThe-
ST

Te-
ST

The-

machine

Te-

aching
The-

machine

Te-

aching
ST{

'
I

1'1' . /1'1/11'/'Yp/f'YpYpf' } 'Jt.iJtiJim'Jt.i-

11

Jti-

11

'/ .

I
{,

,

; machine guns were siteds1 ted to fire along
'-. ..-

the- . . , - -roadroad.
. . . . . . . .

.

- -

whichwaBwhichwhichwaB-

f

whic-
h

whigwhich
. " . " '-- '

_ .
waswas-

cut

as-
cot

!_

'-
f / , cut into the side of tnethetine ChazelleChandelle ravine.ravine. ,. One.One. tlatoonplatoontlatoo-
nj

tlatoon-
H

platoo-
n

platoon-

placed
plat-

oon
platoon-

placed
plat-

oon
)-11/1111'f11fj .

(
, 'ff'

"

\
'

.... , .

t[ H11

'
,

(
, '1; ;

" placed sentry souadssquads across the front and connected withw1thwith-
M

wit-
h

with-

the

with-

held
/MM/ - i-i-.

'\ r'z.-r'z.rz' '
.

-,

-

' {
'

1tl }
,

\ the* ke 36th26th Infantry , which was about 400 yards north of thisthisr-

oad.

high-

road

thisr-

oad.

high-

road
I,,11,1-

I..J

1-

IJ
]

,/I..J.-..;' .

\
.

'

\

road.road. TneTaeTine remainder of the company was withdrawn along thethe-

being

te-

eing

the-

side

th-

esis
' 'ii I"In\ini\l1i.1'l1i.1l1i1

.
.

" -

'
;

r
:
.

!' side of the ravine , near two largelar'ge' caves , 200 yardsya.rds. fromfro-

mit

fro-

nt

from-

the

frot-

hedj /: --/
,,. . the outpost llline.nene-

.V

ne-

vi
e.ee-

.Volunteer

r-

evolute

.
\ .

." MH
, :/it " ; * ll-

k

>

" outzo-stoutmo-st
tV \, "' -

'/WfWfI
. / fl 1\r'1r'r?;" ./ - VolunteerVolunteVoluter details were sent into ChazelleChandelle to fill-

f
fil-

l
fillfill-

f&f
fil-

lff
fi-

ll
fillc-

anteens
fa-

lcate
. kU.U& ,

'vv' fJ i, , r"TrT';" 1'1" ' , Vto-toto-
r

tor-
e

(TT-

Wf
T-

RW
>TT-

V'
T-

V
-

itff&f. *".
\V'V'V\,.

,
.
'"

'-
1'1' "

. t. -
. r Kh, canteens and the entire company wanted to go.go. The town waswas-

u

wa-
s

was-

being

wea-

seling
' u, , i

0) °, \*\ () being shelled heavily but the thought of plenty of waterwater-

appealed

Wat-

ergate
water-

appealed

Wat-

ergate
*\

appealed to every man-rmanrman"manman/manThementhe"/- jj-appealed
a-ppealed The danger element

,

did not botherbother-

most

outer-

most

bother-

most

outer-

mostmostnloetinlet of the men , as it1 t was, common belief that a shell mustmuetmuctmetmulctmust-

have

mus-

t've

muet-

have

met-

hane

muct-

have

Mic-

haelhave a man'smans' number on it before it could hit him ; also ,

many had expressed themselves to the effect that one mightmight-

as

nigh-

tsas well be wounded or killed early in the fight as later.laterlater.-

Just

Lat-
ter

later.-

Just

Lat-
ter

later.-

Just

Lat-
ter

.

Just before dark several companiesoompanies of FrenchFrenohFrench-

Mor

Fren-

ch
Frenoh-

Mortoccoans

French-

Mortocco0ansMorMoorMortoccoansMortocco0ansMoroccansoccoffensjocoseness, passed through our position , moving along thethe-

road

He-

rod

the-

road

He-

rod

the-

road

He-

rodroad paralleling the ravine.ravine. Attempts to find out theirtheir-

destination

tend-

erization
their-

destination

tend-

erization
their-

destination

tend-

erizationdestination were fruitless , as neither unit possessedpossessed-

interpreters.

possessed-

interpreters.

possessed-

interpreters.interpreters.interpreters . The whole picturepioture of war was rather jumbledjumbled-

and

jumbl-

edand thethe factfaotfagot that the FrenchFrenoh were wandering about in ourour-

sector

fou-

rscore

our-

seotor

bo-

urse
our-

sector

fou-

rscoresectorseotor was a minor detail in the day'sdays' mistakes.mistakesmistakes.-

89

mistakes-

89

mistakes.-

39

mistakes-

39

.
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I authorized one can of meat 8ndand? nd two boxes ofof-

he

Co-

hen

of-

he

Co-

hen

of-

halread
so-

ftheartedhehalreadalready+ read , from the emergency ration , to be divided between-

e

betwee-
n

betweenbetween-

each

betw-
een

between-

each

betw-
eeneache ch two men.men. This snouldshould have left each menman vrithvithrithwritheitchRoth,? twotwo-

boxes

wo-

oers
two-

boxes

wo-

oers
two-

boxes

wo-

oersboxes of bread but no canned meat.meat. All had beenbeernbern cautionedcautioned-

to

cautione-

dto re-supplyresupply- themselves fromrom the packs of men who had beenbee-

nkilled

bed-

eviled
bee-

nkilled

bed-

eviled
bee-

nkilled

bed-

eviledkilled or wounded.woundedounded.oundedbounded . It was interesting to note the alacrityalacrity-

with
alacr-

itywith which a wounded man'smans' pack was rifled , wnilewhilenile those ofof-

dead

Go-

dhead

of-

dead

Go-

dhead

of-

dead

Go-

dheaddead men were left strictly alone - except by the mostmos-

t"he.rdboiled"

mo-

stherdboiled

mo-

therboard
mos-

t"he.rdboiled"

mo-

stherdboiled

mo-

therboard
mos-

t"hardboiled"

mo-

sthardboiled

mo-

therboard"he.rd-boiled""he.rdherdboiled"boiled"hard-boiled""hardhard"
. - " of the company.companycompany.-

JULY

comp-

any

company.-

JULY

comp-

any

company.-

JULY

comp-

any

.

JULY 20 - THE THIRD DAYDA-

YOrders

Dy-

nodes

DA-

YOrders

Dy-

nodes

DA-

YOrders

Dy-

nodesOrders to attack were received during the otherother-other-

wise

other-

wise

other-

wise

¬-

wise uneventful night.night. The companycompa.ny. formed with the rest ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe battalion at daybreak , arida.ndand. , led by ColonelOolonelOolong CraigOraigOrating , wewe-

moved

re-

moved

we-

moved

re-

moved

we-

moved

re-

movedmoved along the high ground overlooking the OhazelleChazelleHazelChandelleOhazelle-

ravine.

Ohazelle-

ravine.

Chazelle-

ravine.ravine.ravine. Company "D"D"DnDn" " was now the right assault company andand-

had

hand-

held

and-

had

hand-

held

and-

had

hand-

heldhad little to do except to keep its formation under wellwell-

observed

Ell-
esmere

well-

observed

Ell-
esmere

well-

observed

Ell-
esmereobserved artillery fire.fire. German airplanes were overheadoverhead-

most

overh-
ead

overhead-

most

overh-
ead

overhead-

most

overh-
eadmost of the time and their interest in us was usuallyusually-

followed

usu-
ally

usually-

followed

usu-
ally

usually-

followed

usu-
allyfollowed by a flock of shells in our midst.midst. 77e7eWe? hadha.d. notnot-

seen

Nor-

semen

not-

seen

Nor-

semen

not-

seen

Nor-

semenseen Allied airplanes since the opening hours of the attackattack-

and

attack-

ed
attack-

and

attack-

ed
attack-

and

attack-

edand many bitter remarks were passed relative to our AirAir-

Service

Ar-

senic
Air-

Service

Ar-

senic
Air-

Service

Ar-

senicService enjoying itself in Paris.ParisParis.-

The

Arti-
ste

Paris.-

The

Arti-
ste

Paris.-

The

Arti-
ste

.

The battalion was halted just west of the BoisBois-

de

Boi-

se

Bois-

de

Boi-

se

Bois-

de

Boi-

sede MaureeManure which shielded us from direct observation acrossacross-

the

acro-
ss

across-

the

acro-
ss

across-

the

acro-
ssthe valley to the east.east. We! e foundfoun a company of Algerian negneg-megneg-

roes

neg-

roes

neg-

roes

¬-

roes in the western edge of the woods.woods. I tried to find outout-

where

out-

wear

out-

where

out-

wear

out-

where

out-

wearwhere the officers intended to go but as far as I couldcould-

ascertain

could-

ascertain

could-

ascertainascertain they were not particularly interested in goinggoing-

anywhere

going-

anywhere

going-

anywhereanywhere and knew nothing about the Germans or their ownow-

ntroops

co-

ntrols

own-

troops.

co-

ntrols

own-

troops.

co-

ntrolstroopstroops. . Two German planes flew by during this conversationconversat1onJconversat1on-

Jcircled

,

circled a few times and disappeared to the east.east. I waswas-

40

was-

40

ss-

40-40-40- 40-

I

-
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not surprised to hear the vangurrdvanguardvangu2 rd of approachingapDroachinapnroachin[; shellsshells-
fcllov

shellf-

lower
shells-

fcllov
shellf-

lower
shells-

follow
sh-

ellsfcllovfollowclove: the airplane visit.visit. Three or four batteries seemedseemed-

to
seem-

edto know the exact position wevie wereiveredivergew re in and were"ereere" wastingastingbastingwastin-
glittle

was-
ting

wastin-
glittle

was-
ting

astin-
glittle

bas-
tinglittle time between shots.shots. I moved the company at "double-"doubledouble"double-

time"

double-

time
dou-

blet
"double-

time"

double-

time
dou-

blet
"double-

time"

double-

time
dou-

blet
" -

time"time" down tnroug.itnrougithrougilthroughtrough. the woods withwi th the barrage ata.t. our iieele.iieeleeels.eelsIEEEiieele.-

We

iieelKieleels.-

We

ee-
ls

s .

We reacnedreacnereachedRacine tiietHetlietielie bottomoottom of tuetiletietrue slope and haltedl1al ted , under covercover-

of

cov-
er

cover-

of

cov-
er

cover-

of

cov-
erof tiiet11ethetie railroccira.ilro8drailro8dra.ilroorailroorailroad. fill , where veleiele'aileailei: vaitedwaitedbaited\'ai'aiai\':.' ted for furtherfurthel'furthel' orders.ordersorders.-

The

orde-
rs

orders.-

The

orde-
rs

orders.-

The

orde-
rs

.

The artillery now switcnedswitcl.1eswitcl1eswitched. . back to tnethetine top of the woods andand-

began

An-

dean

and-

began

An-

dean

and-

began

An-

deanbegan a prolonged bombardment.bombardment. I expected the negronesronero troopstroops-

would

top-
soil

troops-

would

top-
soil

troops-

would

top-
soilwould move forward and join us soon after thet e shellingshelling-

etarted
shel-

ling
shelling-

tarted
shell-

ing
shelling-

started
shel-

lingetartedtartedstarted , but they did not.not. A few hours later18ter an officerf1cerofficer-

arriving
off-

icer
oofficer-

arriving
off-

icer
f1cer-

arr1arrivingarr1 vingvying at the positionposiposit tionion toldtole.tolestole . of seeing a comp :; '-
. 17,y;r of negronegro-

soldiers

necr-

opolises

negro-

soldiers

necr-

opolises

negro-

soldiers

necr-

opolisessoldiers , most of them dead endand scatteredscettered around the ground ,

endandand.. even hangingha.nging. on the low branches of the trees.trees. I could'could'could-

not

could-

not

could-

n't

'

could-

not

could-

n't

could-

not

could-

n'tnot understand why tnethetine officers had not moved vhenwhenhen; theirtheir-

location

theo-

rization

their-

location

theo-

rization

their-

location

theo-

rizationlocation was so definitely known to the Germans.Germans3ermans.3ermans3ermans.-

e

3ermans-

e

Germans-

."We

German-

sWe

Germ-
ans

.

.,,,,o "WeWe"
Wee had rested at the-hehet- railroad cut but a few minmin-

utes

ly.ilyilying: .i n-nn.n-

utes

m-

utes

n-

.utes

m-

utes

.¬-
utescutes when Colonel Craig arrivedarrive with companies "B"B" " and "C"C" 0"0" .

Officers statedsta.ted. that Company "A"A" " was still in the voodswoodsvoids; anda.ndand-

was

pan-

das

a.nd-

wa.s

pan-

das

and-

was

pan-

das

.

waswa.s. badly cut up byb r shell fire.fire. Colonel CraigCrainRain; orderedordered-

Companies

ord-
ered

ordered-

Companies

ord-
ered

ordered-

Companies

ord-
eredCompanies "C"C" " ajfidandaffidavit "D"DliD"liDID"ID" " to move to the front and take up aa-

defensive

d-

efensive

a-

defensive

d-

efensive

a-

defensive

d-

efensivedefensive position east and southeast of Visigneux.VisigneuxV1signeux.V1signeuxVisage. TheThe-

two

Th-

eft

The-

two

Th-

eft

The-

two

Th-

efttwo companies started from the fill with Company "D"D" " onon-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

ontethe right.right. Scattered machine ggununn fire greeted us but nono-

casualties

en-

capsulates

no-

casualties

en-

capsulates

no-

casualties

en-

capsulatescasualties occurred.SioccurredSioccurredoocurredoccurred.occurred. I found in forming for this movementmovemen-

tthat

movem-

ent

movemen-

tthat

movem-

ent

movemen-

tthat

movem-

entthat a great many more men were missing than had been killedkilled-

or

kille-

dor wounded.wounded . Mostdost! of this trouble was found in platoons aafis.m\s.mand.andaffilaafi-

squads

s.m-

squads

. \ .. . - . . .

squads which had lost their leaders.leaders. It happened this way :

the company , halted under fire , sought the protection ofof-

any

fa-

nny

of-

any

fa-

nny

of-

any

fa-

nnyany shell-holesshellholes- or depression , and individuals , eithereithert-

hrough

eit-
her

eithert-

hrough

eit-
her

eithert-

hrough

eit-
herthrough design or accidentaooidentwooden were left behind.behind. I was worriedworried-

over

worr-

ied

worried-

over

worr-

ied

worried-

over

worr-

iedover this matter until I found that all the companycompany-

commanders

comp-

anionate

company-

commanders

comp-

anionate

company-

commanders

comp-

anionatecommanders were having the same losses.losseslosses.-
41

losses-
41

.,
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41-
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',,,,/-

/InIn'II/' In our advancea.dvance. to the townt.own. of VisigneuxVisage veweve-

passed

ov-

erpasses

ve-

pessed

ex-

pressed

w-

epassed

ex-

posed
;:

passedpessedpressed a? soringspringscorings ring of cold water bubbling out of the ground.-

Yen

grou-
nd

ground.groundground.-

Men

grou-
nd

ground.-

Men

grou-
nd

.

MenYen turned to see if I hdhedhad? noticed it and I knew from mymy-

own

m-

own

my-

o.om

m-

oon

my-

own

m-

ownowno.omoomboom. feeling that a halt would be most welcomewelcome.,. I signalledsifnallEdsignaledsignalled-

to
sifnallEd-

to
signale-

dto CompanyComps.nyCompsny.
MC"effeff"C"CJeff" " that we were going to halth tlttilt and stopped aboutabou-

tfifty
ab-

out
abou-

tfifty
ab-

out
abou-

tfifty
ab-

outfifty yards beyond the springsprinspring..sprain,. Then I sent back a scuadsQuadscud atat-

a

Ba-

taa time withwit1wi } the platoon canteens.canteenscanteens.-

j&fie

canteen-

sjfie
cante-

ens
canteecanteencantee-

passed

cant-
eens

canteens.-

Ze

cantee-
ns

.
.

j&fiejfiefie&Ze passed to the rightl'ightlight' of VisigrieuxVisigneuxVisage , v.hichvhichwhich. waswa-

sfilled

wa-

ssailed

wa-

sfilled

wa-

ssailed

wa-

sfilled

wa-

ssailedfilled with units from the French Foreign Legion.Legion. As wew-

ereached

e-

arache

w-

ereached

e-

arache

w-

ereached

e-

arachereached a sunken road , leadingleadin south from the tountownton , AmericanAmerica-

nshells

Ameri-
cans

America-

nshells

Ameri-
cans

America-

nshells

Ameri-
cansshells began to fall in the field directly to our front.front. WeW-

edid

W-

endi

W-

edid

W-

endi

W-

edid

W-

endidid not expect any artillery assistance to be furnished usus-

and

sa-

nd

us-

and

sa-

nd

us-

and

sa-

ndand were forced to halt.halt. One gung n was shooting quite short ,

the shells frequently falling in rear of us , while the restrest-

fell

ret-

ell
rest-

fell

ret-

ell
rest-

fell

ret-

ellfell within a few score yards of our frontf rontyruntyrontyilachine-ilachineilachineMachinelaciness- chine gu-

nbullets

ga-

untlets

gu-

nbullets

ga-

untlets

gungu-

nbullets

ga-

untletsbullets were "zipping"zipping" " overhead , apparently sweeping thethe-

open

Th-

orpe

the-

open

Th-

orpe

the-

open

Th-

orpeopen field north and west of thethe.. BpisGrerard.BpisGrerardBigheadBois _Gerard.Gerard . GrermanLermanReranHermanJerJeer an shellsshells-

fhj
she-

lls
shells-

searched

Ch-
elsea

- --
'-fhjfhj-

,, searched on both sides of the sunken road.roadroad.-

A

roa-

d

.

'WW' AiiIi /
A battalion of the Foreign Legionegion moved north onon-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte
'jj' the road and stopped near our position.position. I found that thethe-

Commandant

te-

rmagant
the-

Comma.ndant

the-

Commandant

ter-

magant
1

CommandantComma.ndant. spoke English and told him of my plan to take thethe-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopian through the woods to our right and work back to aa-

r
a-

point

a-

ppoint

a-

point

a-

ppoint

/ //// / s / companyIffZiffr I/iffIiffZiff/ / / {/(/ VV-

n
V-

'r
V-

rntt -'r'rr- ' IIo-

I

I-
I

v point in front of our present position.position. He stated that hehe-

CJ

he-

ck

he-

had

h-

ead

he-

had

h-

eadCJ{--ff-...- ,
>

/
.,

' f/fff/oI-/oI/
o-

If

c-

oif /A
-

/ f'jf / ' -

had tried it a few minutes before and that there were soso-

many

so-

nny

so-

many

so-

nny
' I

. ( /, : /' .ll v/v41.41/ >.
' / /

: H* ' '0'00'1' /II/l . itfif{ -1/1- 1-

It

/11//
00-

1 many machine gunsB ns there that he had withdrawn anda.nd. asked forfor-

fail

fr-

ail

for-

artillery

fo-

reteller

for-

artillery

fo-

retellerfail / artillery fire on the woods.woods. He advised me to wait forfor-
l

fo-
r

for-

the

fo-

rte

for-

the

fo-

rte
It( /> /l r-rrIf\fI{)ff/iffi-/ fj\ j fif( } s?; Tff-
9tftlL

the artillery fire to do its job , tnenthenteen , if I desired , thethe-

ji
the-

ir
the-

two

th-

eft

the-

two

th-

eft9/tftlL9tftlLtuft
/jiji/rl\rlrlWTRW/ \

< W
pp-

rl
p-

url
, f\I two units could advance through the woods.woods. This was agreed-

upon

agre-

ed
agreedagreed-

vtl
agre-

ed
agreed-

upon

agre-

edvtl\vtlvtlivtVTOL
i upon and a message sent to Colonel Craig informing him ofof-

my

Tom-

my

of-

my

To-

mmy

of-

my

To-

mmymy planePl&ns.Plnsplans.plans& . The American barrage began to put most of its-

shells

ta-

ssels

itsits-

shells

ta-

ssels

its-

shells

ta-

sselsshells close to the road and the CommandantOommandant asked if.if. I-

could

C-

ould

II-

could

C-

ould

I-

could

C-

ouldcould have the range increased.increased. I was nonplussed as ourour-

42

our-

42

our-

42-42-42-4-

2Iff

42-

'I

42-
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artillery apparently had few observers out endand no liaisonliaison-

details
liai-

son
liaison-

details
liai-

son
liaison-

details
liai-

sondetails , and as we had no Very pistols , we hadhad.. to depend onon.on-

their
o-

ther
on-

.their

M-

onte
._

their observation to keep tnethetine fire off the front line.line. II-

explained

E-

xplained
I-

explained

E-

xplained
I-

explained

E-

xplainedexplained our shortage of eauipmentequipment and the CommandantComma.ndant. hadhad-

several

wh-

atsoever

had-

several

wh-

atsoever

had-

several

wh-

atsoeverseveral six-starsixstar- rocketsrooketsbrooklets sent up.up. The "shorts"shorts" " continued.continuedcontinued.-

More

contin-
ued

continued.-

More

contin-
ued

continued.-

More

contin-
ued

.

More rockets were sent up and still the shells fell short.shortshort.-

The

sho-
rt

short.-

The

sho-
rt

short.-

The

sho-
rt

.

The CommandantComma.ndant. smiled , shrugged his shoulders endand remarkedmarkedr , ,

"C'estCestChest"CC"C'C" 'eses' est la Geurrel"72i-Geurrel"72iGeurrel72iGeurrel"72i-

I

Geurrel72i-

I

Get.rreGetrreGeurreGuerre:.. \! "
**

---'-

' I/I-

II returned to the company and waited for thethe-

American

th-

eatric
the-

American

th-

eatric
the-

American

th-

eatricAmerican barrage to cease and the French to start.start. In aa-

few

f-

ew

a-

few

f-

ew

a-

few

f-

ewfew minutes the French batteries opened aa.. heavy fire onon-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

ontethe woods where I had planned to lead the company.companycon any.any. ItIt-

would

T-

wofold

It-

would

T-

wofold

It-

would

T-

wofoldwould have fallen either on UBus or to our rear had the movemove-move-

ment

move-

ment

move-

ment

¬-
mentmeant been started.started. A French machine gun cart , passing byby-

our

y-

our

by-

our

y-

our

by-

our

y-

ourour position , drew machine gun fire from the ridge to ourou-

rleft

ou-

tlet
ou-

rleft

ou-

tlet
ou-

rleft

ou-

tletleft rear , where the 26th Infantry had been reported.reported. ItIt-

was

V-

itas

It-

was

V-

itas

It-

was

V-

itaswas hard to understand why the 26th Infantry , Tiorn110mTorn1 ZornZion theirtheirc-

ommanding

telec-

ommuting

theirc-

omma.nding

theirc-

ommanding

telec-

ommutingcommandingcomma.nding. position , hadhS.dhSdSd. not seen the two companies advance ,

but we were more concerned with danger from our rear thanthan-

the

thatc-

hed

than-

the

thatc-

hed

than-

the

thatc-

hedthe front.front. The CommandantOommandant passed by and told tnewetineto a he waswa-

staking

ab-

stain
wa-

staking

ab-

stain
wa-

staking

ab-

staintaking his unit to the rear until the American ArtilleryArtillery-

and

Artillery-

manand machine guns lifted their fire.fire. He then hastened toto-

assure

to-

nsure

to-

assure

to-

nsure

to-

assure

to-

nsureassure me , with true French politeness , that he hadhad-

observed

ch-

ambered

had-

observed

ch-

ambered

had-

observed

ch-

amberedobserved the work of the 16th Infantry that day and thatthat-

it
th-

at

that-

it
th-

at

that-

it
th-

atit was worthy of veterans.veterans. The French column drew moremor-

efire

m-
ore

mor-

efire

m-
ore

mor-

efire

m-
orefire from the 26th Infantry , but their range waswa.s. short andand-

we

ano-

de

and-

we

ano-

de

and-

we

ano-

dewe were endangered only by ricochet bullets.bullets. The FrenchFrenohFrench-

having

Rech-

arging

Frenoh-

having

Reno-

vating

French-

having

Rech-

arginghaving passed from view , left us as the next target andan-

dbullets

an-

nulets

an-

dbullets

an-

nulets

an-

dbullets

an-

nuletsbullets began to "smack"smack" " into the side of the road wherewhere-

the

wher-

eat

where-

the

wher-

eat

where-

the

wher-

eatthe companyoompany was sheltered.sheltered . An officeroffioer of the companyoompany stoodstood-

on

stoo-

don a stump and waved a handkerchiefhandkerohief toward the machinemachine-

gunners

mac-

hine
machine-

gunners

mac-

hine
machine-

gunners

mac-

hinegunners in hope that they would ceaseoeaseease firing.firing. This figurefigure-

43-43-43-4-
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gave tnethetine gunners a LoodboodL.oodBlood
. aiming point and tneirtheirtinier fire concon-con-

centrated

con-

centrated

con-

centrated

¬-

centratedentreated on aim.aimhim.himim.im. FurtherFUl'therFUltherFilthier' attempts to signal werewere-

abandoned.

were-

abendoned.

were-

abandoned.abandoned.abandonedabendoned.abendoned. IJ| decided it was unnecessary to subject ourour-

troops

ou-

tcrops
our-

troops

ou-

tcrops
our-

troops

ou-

tcropstroops to this firing and orderedor erederred tliethelie company to movejiovejove toto-

the
t-

ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe rear - andan , at a walk.walk. I emphasized tnisthisTunis last partpart-

of

pa-
rtof the order andend all knew what was meant.meantmeant.-

I

mean-

t

.

I haltedhelheel ted the company in a grovebroverove of willowsvvillo\vsvvillovsvilla\ 300300-

yards

300-

ya.rds

300-

yards

300-

yardsyardsya.rds. southwest of VisigneuxVisage and hoped that the 26th InfanInfarr-InfarrInfan-InfantInferInfan-

try
Infarr-

try
Infan-

try
Infan-

try

¬--

try had not observed our movements.movements . The trees were smallsmall-

and

sal-
ad

small-

and

sal-
ad

small-

and

sal-
adand I cautioned the men not to expose themselves to viewview-

from

vi-
ew

view-

from

vi-
ew

view-

from

vi-
ewfrom the 26th Infantry position.position. All waswa.s. quiet while'INhileINhileInhale' thethe-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopiancompany was being formed in two lines among tnethetine trees andand-

I

an-

dI was congratulating myself on our goodgood. . fortune when thethe-

observant

the-

observant

the-

observantobservant machine gunners to our left rear opened fire.firefire.-

A

fir-
e

.*

A stray German shell dropped in our midst.midstmi st.st. I felt that wewe-

might

w-

eight

we-

might

w-

eight

we-

might

w-

eightmight get artillery fiefif ia**%, e anywhere , but the continual machinemachine-

gun

machi-

negun fire from AmericanAmerioan positions was quite demoralizing ,

even though we had received no casualties from it.it. I dede-

cided

de-dede-

cided

de-

cided

¬-

cidedchided thattha.t. the machine guns would soon find human targetstargets-

and

targe-

tsand gave the order tot o move to the woods east of the railrail-rail-

road

rail-

road

rail-

road

¬-

road near the fill and to our rear.rear. Machine gun fire foll-

owed

folfol-foolfoll-

owed

foll-

owed

¬-

lowed us to the woods but fortunately was scattered and nono-

casualties

en-

capsulates

no-

casualties

en-

capsulates

no-

casualties

en-

capsulatescasualties resulted.resulted. I placedplaoed two platoons around the edgeedge-

of

ed-
geof the woods and kept two in support near the railroadrailroadt-

racks.

railro-
ader

railroadt-

raoks.

railro-
ader

railroadt-

racks.

railro-
adertracks.trackstraoks.traoks. I then reported to Colonel Craig and was instructedinstructed-

to

instructe-

dto remain in the present position until further orders.ordersorders-

.Shells

ord-
ers

orders-

.Shells

ord-
ers

orders-

.Shells

ord-
ers

.

Shells had been concentratedconoentrated on the railroad but none hadhad-

fallen

cha-

pfallen

had-

fallen

cha-

pfallen

had-

fallen

cha-

pfallen "DMDMliD"liD"DuDu" " was situated , andand-

I

an-

d

fallen in the woods in whichwhioh Company

I felt that fortune had smiled on us again.again. This satisfacsatisfao-satisfaosatisfac-satisfactionsatisfysatisfac-

tion

satisfao-

ti

satisfacti-

on

satisfac-

tion

¬-

tionionti n in getting into our position without being observedobserved-

wae

observed-

wa.

observed-

was

observ-

edwaewa.wawaswade. shattered when the German artillery concentrationoonoentrationconcentratio-

nlifted

concentra-

tion
oonoentratio-

nlifted

concentra-

tion
concentratio-

nlifted

concentra-

tionlifted from the railroad fill to the woods where we werewere-

44

were-
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44-

gave
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rather closely assembled.assembledassembld.assembld.. Shells of light and mediummediu-

mcaliber

me-
dium

medium-

c

mediu-

m

mediu-

mcc'liber

mediu-

mccliber

me-
diumcaliber11bercc'liberccliberclimberc ' rangedra.nged. backb .ckck. and.and. forth over the area and I againagain-

heard

gra-
iner

again-

heard

gra-
iner

again-

heard

gra-
inerheard the calls of the wounded.wounded . Many shells detonated byby-

the
b-

yte
by-

the
b-

yte
by-

the
b-

ytethe branches of the trees burst overhead and sprayed steelsteel-

missies

ster-

ilities
steel-

missles
est-

eems
steel-

missles
est-

eemsmissiesmisslesmissiles over the entire area.area. Thehe company commcommandernderender of-

Compa.ny

ofof-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offmanCompanyCompa.ny. "D"DliD"liD" " was knocked out by one shell and was carriedcarried-

to
carrie-

dto a dugout west of the railroad.railroad. The company drifted backback-

to

backs-

top

back-

to

backs-

top

back-

to

backs-

topto the railroad cut and dugouts , bringing the wounded withwitht-

hem.

wri-

tten

witht-

hem.

wri-

tten

witht-

hem.

wri-

ttenthem.them. During the night the company commander waswa.s. evacuatedevacuated-

to

evacuat-
edto the battalion aid station in the town of ChazelleChandelle andand-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hemthe command of the company fell to the lieutenant who hadha-

dfailed

ha-

ndrail

ha-

dfailed

ha-

ndrail

ha-

dfailed

ha-

ndrailfailed to join with hishiehide platoon on the morning of July 19th.19th19th.-

The

19th-

The

19th.-

The

19th-

The

19th.-

The

19th-

The

.

The company was badly cut up and less than 100 men remainedremained-

for

remain-

edfor duty./duty.dutydutyduty/duty./duty.xduty</xTheThee entire battalion , dug in on the railroad fil-

was

fly-

ways

fillfilfail ,

was startled during the late afternoon to hearhea.r. the AmericanAmerica-

nbarrage

Amer-
icana

America-

nbarrage

Amer-
icana

America-

nbarrage

Amer-
icanabarrage fall to its rear and to watch it move forward ,

straight toward the fill.fill. The barrage was perfect , allall-

guns

ali-

gns
all-

ns

al-

ls

all-

guns

ali-

gnsgunsns with the same range , and shells evenly spacedpaced over a

200 yard front - only it was going to pass directly over us.usus-

.All

us-

ually

us-

.All

us-

ually

us-

.All

us-

ually

.

All crouchedcrouohed low in their fox-holesfoxholes- and the shells whinedwhined-

and

whin-

ed
whined-

and

whin-

ed
whined-

and

whin-

edand burst around us - then after a sickening , long halthalt-

on

alt-
onon us moved past to the east.east. Strange to say , not a manman-

was

Na-

nas

man-

was

Na-

nas

man-

was

Na-

naswas wounded , as non
._ shells fell directly on the fill , andand-

those

pan-

tyhose

and-

those

pan-

tyhose

and-

those

pan-

tyhosethose falling short exploded in the soft earth and threwthrew-

their

thre-

sher

threw-

their

thre-

sher

threw-

their

thre-

shertheir fragments high into the air.air. We wondered what hadhad-

happened

hard-

headedness

had-

happened

hard-

headedness

!

happened to the artillery liaison officer who had visitedvisited-

us

visite-

d
\

us at the railroad fill some hours previouslpreviouslypreviously./previously.previouslypreviously.-

45

previously-

45

previousl-

45

. /'

!

!

,

j

!
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JULY 21 - FOURTH DAYDAY-

The

D-

ate

DAY-

The

D-

ate

DAY-

The

D-

ateThe operationsoperetions_ of Company "D"D" D " 16th Infantry , onon-

July
in-

jury
on-

July
in-

jury
on-

July
in-

juryJuly 21 and 22 , were primarily, taosetbosetosetaosthose% of a compositecomposicomposte companycompany-

formed

compa-
nioned

company-

formed

compa-
nioned

company-

formed

compa-
nionedformed of four platoons of wuichvwiiichwinchw ichLich CompanyOompany "D"D" " acted as one ,

with Companies "A"A" " "B"BliB"liB" " and "CC"e"e"C"C" ", , as the remainingremaininfremainin;-; units.unitsunits.-

The

uni-
ts

units.-

The

uni-
ts

units.-

The

uni-
ts

.

The heavy casualties of the ensuing days resulted in aa-

consolidation

c-

onsolidation
a-

consolidation

c-

onsolidation
a-

consolidation

c-

onsolidationconsolidation of the remaining officers and men intointo-

platoons

inter-

polations

into-

platoons

inter-

polations

into-

platoons

inter-

polationsplatoons in wnichwhichwinch tnethetinet e company identity was lost.lost. TheTh-

efollowing

Th-

eologian
Th-

efollowing

Th-

eologian
Th-

efollowing

Th-

eologianfollowing account will deal with the 1st Battalion 16th16th-

Infantry
16th-

Infantry
16th-

InfantryInfantry , which as explained above will include tnethetine operoper-doperoper-

ations

oper-

ations

oper-

ations

¬-
....ationsactions of Co "D"D" D " 16tn16th Infantry.InfantryInfantry-Infantry/InfantryInfantry-

The

Infant-
ry /.-.

.'
The attack started at 6:00600: AM.AM. TneTheTine battalionbattalionf-

ormed
battal-

ion
battalionf-

ormed
battal-

ionformed in two waves anda.nd,. moved across thetlletulle open fields southsouth-

of

Sou-
thof Visigneux.VisigneuxVisage. Lt.Lt. Col.ColCool. Craig was killed by machine gungu-

nfire

gu-

nfire

gu-

nfire
,

fire shortlyshortly/shortlypassingshortlyIi/I-

ito

I-

to

passing this town.town. This was a serious loselosslose-

to

clos-

et

loss-

to
lo-

st" ' - ".
.rr.

-
;.

." to the battalion , for this officer radiated confidence ,
-

II

and , by his actions , inspired the entire commandcOMcand to deedsdeeds-

of

dee-
dsof valor.valor. He was sadly missed during tnethetine next few minutesminutes-

for
minu-

tes
minutes-

for
minu-

tes
minutes-

for
minu-

tesfor the battalion encountered heavy machine gun resistanceresistance-

in
resistan-

cein the Bois Gerard andand.an . the support wave merged with thethe-

assault

he-

adsail
the-

assault

he-

adsail
the-

assault

he-

adsailassault line11nelineAfterlimewaterline./Afterline.Afterline.//AfterAfter/ fterafter emerging from tnethetine woods a machine gungun-

nest

gun-

nels

gun-

nest

gun-

nels
/

nest divided the line and the left half of it lost contactcontact-

with

cont-
act

contact-

with

cont-
act

contact-

with

cont-
actwith the remainder of the battalion.battalion. latertaterrater in the day thethe-

two

th-

eft

the-

two

th-

eft

the-

two

th-

efttwo forces joined again , after the left half had beenbeen-

surrounded

been-

surrounded

been-

surroundedsurrounded several times and had fought its way backbaokbook towardtoward-

the

towa-

rd
toward-

the

towa-

rd
toward-

the

towa-

rdthe right portion of the division sector.sector. During thisthis-

movement

this-

movement

this-

movementmovement heavy casualties were inflicted on it and eighteight-

men

eight-

eenmen , some of whom were wounded , were capturedoaptured by thethe-

Germane.

ste-

ersman

the-

Germans.

ste-

ersman

the-

Germans.

ste-

ersmanGermane.GermaneGermans.GermansGermans..-

r

German-

s

.

The right halfhelfheishelfheir, f of the battalion reducedreduoed oneone-

machine

ove-

rmatching

one-

machine

ove-

rmatching

one-

machine

ove-

rmatchingmachine gun nest after another and ,; in conjunctionconjunct10n withw1thwith-

elements

inte-

guments

w1th-

elements

with-

elements

inte-

gumentselements of the 18th Infantry on its right , passed througithrouethrouithroughthroethouthrougi-

46

throue-

46-46-46- 46-

AJLLJ

46-

J..L.L

46-

JLL
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the grounds of the Chateau BuzancyBuoyancy , and stopped in thethe-

wheat
th-

ereat
the-

wheat
th-

ereat
the-

wheat
th-

ereatwheat fields near tnetaethetine unimproved road 400 yards north ofof-

the

of-

ten
of-

the

of-

ten
of-

the

of-

tenthe town of Buzancy.BuzancyBuoyancy. The point readreac.reacreachreacreachreac.z.d:. . 3d-z.dz.d-.d by this forceforce-

marked

forea-

rmed
force-

marked

forea-

rmed
force-

marked

forea-

rmedmarked the deepest advancea.dvance. of the divisiondivisAvis ion in tneti1ethetine operation.operationoperation.-

The

operati-
on

.

The line had now been reduced to a small portion of itsitss-

trenfctu

its-

stren
dis-

taste
its-

st
it-

sstrenfctustrengthstrenstrewnst rengtrentttltattleto when leavinglea.vineleavineeavinglevineheaving1 ., : tnethetine railroad.railroadrailrorailroad d . The excitement ofof-

continued

lo-

comotion

of-

continued

lo-

comotion

of-

continued

lo-

comotioncontinued combat witnwit.1iwit1iwinwi tn. C-ermanCermanGernianBermanGerman- ernianPermian riflemen and machine gunnersJl1nnersgunners-

now

gunn-
ers

:
""("JJ"-

Jnow

J-

now

N-

ownow dieddi ed downdO'lindOlinOlin' and the nalthalhaltmaltt in thetile wheatwheawhealt field found the fewfew-

survivors

few-

survivors

few-

survivorssurvivors nervous and depressed.depressed. TneTheTine line witndrewwitadrewwithdrew toto-

within

tw-

itching

to-

within

tw-

itching

to-

within

tw-

itchingwithin the walls of the chateau and were fired upon fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe chateau.chateau . The next few minutes were busy ones - thethe-

chateau

th-
ecae

the-

chatea

th-
ecae

the-

chateau

th-
ecaechateauchatea was surrounded - and the combined 16th and 18th16th18th-

Infantry

18th-

Infantry

16th-

InfantryInfantry forces captured over 200 prisoners , including aa-

German

G-

erman

a-

German

G-

erman

a-

German

G-

ermanGerman major , and sent them to the rear under escort ofof-

several

o-

bserver

of-

several

o-

bserver

of-

several

o-

bserverseveral men with minor wounds.wounds.wo ds.ds. French troops were presentpresent-

on

presenti-

ngon the right of the combined American forces , aardWard}d assistedassEtedassentedassisted-

in

assEted-

in

assist-
ed

assent-

ed

as.as. itedcitedited-

in

intend-

ingin the fighting around tnethetine cnateau.cnateaucha.teau.chateauchateau.cnateau.-

Small

chate-
aus

cha.teau.-

Small

chate-
aus

chateau.-

Small

chate-
aus

. .

Small groups of Germans were observed moving toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe left and toward the rear of this composite force.force. TheTh-

eofficers

Th-

eorizers

Th-

eofficers

Th-

eorizers

Th-

eofficers

Th-

eorizersofficers conferred ajidandaid decided to withdraw from the chateauchateau-

grounds

cha-
teau

chateau-

grounds

cha-
teau

chateau-

grounds

cha-
teaugrounds and deploy on a line further to tnethetine rear , from whichwhic-

hcounterattacks

whic-

hcounterattacks

whic-

hcounterattackscounterattacks could be more efficiently resisted.resisted. One ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe officers taking part in this action describes thethe-

operation

the-

orization

the-

operation

the-

orization

the-

operation

the-

orizationoperation as follows : "TheThe" troops of both regiments movedmove-

dX

mov-

ed

move-

dto

mov-

edX/ to the rear with a view of deployment.deployment. No element of ourour-

withdrawing

our-

withdrawing
*' if , *

, JrJrXJar-XX- withdrawing troops made any effort immediately to wjwitwithholdwithhold-

the

withho-

ld
ktoldholdtoldhold-

the

ho-

ld
_

. -,
*('

P- I'I' ' the counterattack.counterattack. The Germans were rapidly filteringfilteringt-

hrough
filter-

ing
filteringt-

hrough
filter-

ing:Jr:;[ tf'tf'.

through the wheat toward us in groups of two and three nenpenneonnen-

each.

men-

arche

pen-

each.

sp-

eech

nn-

eaoh.

n-

aheach.eacheaoh.eaohLeah. In order to delay their progress and give thethe-

remainder

th-

ermion

the-

remainder

th-

ermion

the-

remainder

th-

ermionremainder of our troops an opportunity to reorganize andand-

deploy

ad-

eptly

and-

deploy

ad-

eptly

and-

deploy

ad-

eptlydeploy I took some twenty men and deployed to the leftleftf-

rom

le-
ft

leftf-

rom

le-
ft

leftf-

rom

le-
ftfrom the chateau.chateau. CurOur line extended with the right restingresting-

47-47-47-47-

I'

47-

I

47-

the

-



near tnethetine chateau ,, and joined a small broupGroup of FrenchFrenc-
hsoldiers

Free-
holders

French-

sol
Fren-

ch
Frenc-

hsoldiers
Free-

holderssoldierssol iersbiers who were stubbornly resisting the advance.advanceadvance.-

The

advan-
ce

.

The GermansGerma.ns. were coming-comingcominfcomingtnrougncoming;
- tnrougnthroughtrogon tnetilethetine wheat on the forwardforward-

slope
forw-

ards
forward-

slope
forw-

ards
forward-

slope
forw-

ardsslope of the rising ground under the cover of machine gungu-

nfire

gu-

nfire

gu-

nfirefire which caused me heavy casualties.casualties. However , my menme-

nkneeling

ke-

nneling
me-

nkneeling

ke-

nneling
me-

nkneeling

ke-

nnelingk\kk-

A"

k-

A

*\'t
)"-'

. , " kneeling , had excellent targets , at 300 to 500 yards asas-

the

as-

hen

as-

the

as-

hen

as-

the

as-

hen
. ..

A"A/' I"I" \
\

.114.114.114*. .1-

14.oJ

11-

4oJ
.

X\ .J/.J..J-

f /
oJ
' "y'"v'v" '

.

" the Germans emerged from the wheetwhet fields and attemptedattenattend ted toto-

cross

to-

rsos
to-

cross

to-

rsos
to-

cross

to-

rsos
, .

p !
f ' ...

I,

" " > '
, ir"ir ,. ";
.

I,
.
r

..,./
A}i .

P-4P4P4PT*,*-* ,ii PTPT-
Syr

Pa-
tsy

"; V1rf cross the road.road. We withheldwi t _ _ _
q.q. the counterattack until I waswa-

sforced

abs-

orbed

wa-

sforced

abs-

orbed

wa-

sforced

abs-

orbed
.
,,)

/
... . 1 SyrYr

forced to withdraw withwi th only three men remaining , tv/otvotolOtwotoo, / ofof-

whom

of-

whom

of-

whom(5)5( ) testerLester whom were lost before we met otnerothertoner American troops.troopstroops-troops(5)troops5.- " (5)5(5)-

The

5T-

he

(5)-

The

5T-

he

(5)-

The

5T-

he

( )

The composite battalion of the First BrigadeBrigade-

reorganized

Brigade-

reorganized.

Brigade-

reorganized.reorganizedreorganized. .. in the sunken road 500 yardsyardeyarded west of thethe-

chateau.

th-

ecae
the-

chateau.

th-

ecae
the-

chateau.

th-

ecaechateau.chateau. Here it was joined in the afternoonafter oonon by the ThirdThird-

Battalion

Third-

Battalion
.

Battalion 16th Infantry , wnichwinch had receivedreceive heavy casualtiescasualties-

in

casualti-
esin reaching this position.position. Elements of the First FtogineersEngineersFoggierFtogineers-

also

Engineers-

also

Fogg-
ier

Engine-
ersalso joined this force in the sunken road during the afterafter-aftern-

oon.

aftern-

oon

aftern-

oon.

aftern-

oon

aftern-

oon.

aftern-

oon

¬-

noon.noon. The remainder of the day was spent in repulsingrepulsing-

several

repul-
sing

repulsing-

several

repul-
sing

repulsing-

several

repul-
singseveral counterattacks and in keeping under cover fromfro-
martillery

for-
matively

fro-
martillery

for-
matively

fro-
martillery

for-
matively(6)6( ) PadgettSpaghetti artillery and trench mortar shells./shells.shells.BShellS./,, B6 )

Word was received from the arriving units thatthat-

relief

sta-

telier

that-

relief

sta-

telier

that-

relief

sta-

telierrelief by English troops would be made that night and allall-

were

alle-

rgen

all-

were

alle-

rgen

all-

were

alle-

rgenwere happyhappy.,. latertater a runner arrived from regimental headhead-head-

quarters

head-

quarters

head-

quarters

¬-

quarters with the depressing news that the relief wouldwould-

be

wou-

ldbe made during the following night and not the night ofof-

July

so-

ftly

of-

July

so-

ftly

of-

July

so-

ftlyJuly 21-32.2132.2132.21-22.2122.22.- . No reasons were given for this change and thethe-

confidence

the-

confidence

the-

confidenceconfidence of the officers and men in the higherhighe command waswas-

again

mas-

saging

was-

again

mas-

saging

was-

again

mas-

sagingagain shakenshaken.shaken-

SK&

shake-

nSK

shak-
en

shaken.-

An

shak-
en

.

*SK&SKAn& officerfficer going back to regimental headquartersheadquarters-

found

headquar-
ters

headquarters-

found

headquar-
tersfound a salvage detail engaged in saving equipment whilewhile-

i

whil-
e

while-

scores

wh-

iles
while-

scores

wh-

iles
- i

scores of wounded were untended.untended. This officeroffioer states : II-

walked

W-

alked

I-

walked

W-

alked

I-

walked

W-

alkedwalked over several miles of the area we had just foughtfought-

over

doug-

htier

fought-

over

doug-

htier

fought-

over

doug-

htierover and I shall never forget the wails of both GermansGermans-

48-48-48-48-

t

-

LoU
'

L.L
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>

-
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and Americans asa.s. they lay wounded1'JOunded1JOunded' sncandCentsync the fearf ear of darknessdarkness-

was

darkne-
sswas added to the pain of wounds.wounds. I neloedhelpedmellowed some of them asas-

best

as-

bestos

as-

best

as-

bestos

as-

best

as-

bestosbest I could and then ranran-acrossranacross- across an Engineer officer inin-

charge

un-

charged

in-

charge

un-

charged

in-

charge

un-

chargedcharge of a salvage crew.crew. I personally had a word battlebattle-

with
bat-

tle
battle-

with
bat-

tlewith this calvageoalvagesalvage captain who was picking up material onon-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

ontethe field when theret ere were wounded not five hundred yardsyards-

ahead

yar-
dage

yards-

ahead

yar-
dage

yards-

ahead

yar-
dageahead of him.him. I had the pleasure of telling him that hishis-

detail
wh-

itetail
his-

detail
wh-

itetail
his-

detail
wh-

itetaildetail was out of order and getting him and his men to gogo-

forward

g-

ofer(7)7( ) Lester forward to start the much needed work.jJ(7)-

Water

workjJ7W-

ater
work./work.workwork.(7)work7?work.jJ/(7)work.jJ(7)7JorkY(7)JorkY7workJorkY(7)-

Water

JorkY7W-

ater
.

; // (7)7(7)-

Water

7-
Water

( )

Water was scarce and no food reachedrea.ched. the menme-

nuntil

ma-

nhunt

me-

nuntil

ma-

nhunt

me-

nuntil

ma-

nhuntuntil morning.morning. The mess sergeant could not find out thethe-

location

tel-

ecasting

the-

location

tel-

ecasting

the-

location

tel-

ecastinglocation of the battalion from regimental headquartersheadquarters-

but

headquart-
ersbut determined to find them if nehe could.could. He loaded aa-

ration

a-

eration

a-

ration

a-

eration

a-

ration

a-

erationration cart full of beef and jam sandwiches and drove onon-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

ontethe heavily shelled roadsroa.ds. during total darkness - crossedcrossed-

the

cross-
edthe Soissons-ParisSoissonsParisOrisons- railroad - kept on and always directeddirected-

furtner
dire-

cted
directed-

furtner
dire-

cted
directed-

furtner
dire-

ctedfurtnerfurther to the front finally reached an open field.field. HeH-

estopped

E-

scaped

H-

estopped

E-

scaped

H-

estopped

E-

scapedstopped , but could hear nothing and see nothing in thethe-

darkness.

ten-

derness

the-

darkness.

ten-

derness

the-

darkness.

ten-

dernessdarkness.darkness . A machine gun crackled to the front and bulletsbullets-

whistled
bul-

lets
bullets-

whistled
bul-

lets
bullets-

whistled
bul-

letswhistled overhead.overhead . The mess sergeant knew that he waswa-

snear

Sw-

ansea

was-

nes.r

wa-

nes
wa-

snear

Sw-

anseanearnes.rnesr. the front line so unhitchedunhiunship tclledcalled his mules and left thethe-

ration

ite-

ration

the-

ration

ite-

ration

the-

ration

ite-

rationration cart in the middle of the field.field. Daylight showedshowe-

dthe

show-

ed
showe-

dthe

show-

ed
showe-

dthe

show-

edthe cart midway between the German and American lines ,

and in plain view of both.both. Hunger overcame cautionoaution andand-

foraging

en-

dorsing

and-

foraging

en-

dorsing

and-

foraging

en-

dorsingforaging details crept through the wheat , then jumped up ,

grabbed as many sandwiches as they could with one movementmovement-

and

movem-

ent

movement-

and

movem-

entand dived for the wheat.wheat. This procedure was repeated untiluntil-

the

unstil-

ted

until-

the

unstil-

ted

until-

the

unstil-

tedthe cart was empty , even though a German machinemao 1 e gung
. .

waswa-

strained

ab-

stainedtrained on the spot and fired at each fleeting targettarget.ta.rget/ta.rgettargetta.rget-

(8)

targe-

t8

. /.. (8)8( ) Story 16th16t-
hInf.

16t-
hInf

(8)8(8)-
Inf.

8I-
nf

(8)-

I
8-

I
( )

Inf.InfInfoIInf.Inf.,Infonf . , p 36 ;
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JULY 22 - FIFTH DAYDAY-

No

Dra-

no

DAY-

No

Dra-

noNo advance was made on July L2.L2Z2.Z22.2. The men werewere-

exhausted

were-

exhausted

were-

exhaustedexhausted and tnerethereTerret ere was little inclination for tnemthemtem to pushpush-

forward

push-

forward

push-

forwardforward while the gap on tneirtheirtinier left was filled with GermanGerma-

ngunners

Germ-

aneness

Germa-

ngunners

Germ-

aneness

Germa-

ngunners

Germ-

anenessgunners and riflemen.riflemen. The knowledge ttiatthattatattaint relief was duedue-

that
d-

uet
due-

that
d-

uet
due-

that
d-

uetthat night - that they had risked taeirtheirstair lives for four daysdays-

and

da-
ys

days-

and

da-
ys

days-

and

da-
ysand nights and that they had penetrated the farthest intointo-

'the

into-

the
inst-

ate
into-

'the

into-

the
inst-

ate
into-

'the

into-

the
inst-

ate'thethe' German position - all contributed to their inertia.inertiainertia.-

Colonel
ine-

rtia
inertia.-

Colonel
ine-

rtia
inertia.-

Colonel
ine-

rtia
.

Colonel F.F. E.E. BamfordBranford , the regimental commandercOnlli1andercorniiandercoriandercommande-

rof

cOnlli1ande-

rof

corniiander-

of

command-

er
coriand-

erof the 16th Infantry , visited tnistilisthusTunistills compositecompos ! te unituniZunit during.uringuringTuringduring-

the
duri-

ng
..uring-

the
urin-

atethe late afternoon and gaveave directions for the relief thatthat-

night.

than-

king
that-

night.

than-

king(9)9( ) testerLester night.night. (9)9( ) Several officers left before dark to act asas-

guides

ag-

outies

as-

guides

ag-

outies

as-

guides

ag-

outiesguides for the incoming units , and after leadingleadinleading the mostmost-

advanced

mo-

tivated

most-

advanced

mo-

tivated

most-

advanced

mo-

tivatedadvanced elements of the 15th Scottish Division to thethe-

vicinity

the-

vicinityvicinity of the sunken road joined the compositeconmosite group forfor-

the

fo-

rte

for-

the

fo-

rte

for-

the

fo-

rtethe rearward march.march. Then the march to the CutryCurry ravine1.ravine1ravineravine1.-

The

ravine1-

The

I.I!I-

.The

L-

ithe

.

The few score men marched along the trails and heavilyheavily-

shelled
hea-

vily
heavily-

shelled
hea-

vily
heavily-

shelled
hea-

vilyshelled roads calling out in the darkness , " 16th InfantryInfantry-

this
Infan-

trythis way , " and the size of the column grew all the way backback-

to

backs-

top

back-

to

backs-

top

back-

to

backs-

topto the kitchen.kitchen. Forty-eightFortyeight- men reported in to t&etetie& kitchenkitchen-

of

kitche-

nof Company "D"DliD"liD" " where a hot meal was waiting for them.themthem-

.Twenty

them-

.Twenty

them-

.Twenty

.

Twenty more men joined by"byb
" daylight , some of whom were probprob-probeprob-

ably

prob-

ably

prob-

ably

¬-

ably malingerers , while many had been fighting with otherother-

o

othe-

r

other-

Organizati

other-

organizationoOrganizatiorganizationorganization110-
00

rganiorganic zatat ionsxx"ionsxxionsionsxx"-

The

ionsxx-

The

ion-s
"

-1100011000-110-

00TheThe following statistical report gives the mostmos-

taccurate

mis-

calculate

mos-

tacourate

Na-

sacort
mos-

taccurate

mis-

calculateaccurateacourate information as to the casualties suffered byby-

Company

sy-

cophancy

by-

Oompany

bo-

okman(10)10( ) McFadenMoFadenMacadamMordent CompanyOompany "D"DliD"liD" " 16th Infantry : (10)10(10)-

50

10-

50

( )

-
t

I

tI

-50-50- 50-

L
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Enlisted OfficersOfficersN-

o.
Officers-

No

Office-
rsNo.NoNo . on Company RollsRolleRole 238

. ". "-". "_ - ' .

66-

Ho.

6-

Ho

6-

No.

6-

No

6-

1'To.

6-

1ToHo.HoNo.No1'To.1To.1To' . ata t Jump-offJumpoffJuurp0Juurp-JuurpUsurp- 0 ff 218 66-

Noncasualties

6-

Noncasualties

6-

NoncasualtiesNon-casualtiesNoncasualties- 68 i1i-
Casualties

C-

asualties
1-

Casualties

1-

CasualtiesCasualties 150150-69n15069n- 69$% 55-83583- 83$%

Killed 2828-282813- 13$% 33-33500- 50500500-

Wounded

$%

Wounded 97 - 44$% 2GG-

Missing

M-

issing
n - 33$%

Missing ( including(1nClud11nClud1 9 25 - 12120$% 00-

captured
0-

captured
0-

CONCtUSION

II-

OONCUSION

captured )

OOKOtUSIONOONCUSIONCONCtUSIONCookoutsCONCLUSIONCONtUSIONOOKOtUSION-

And

OONCUSION-

And

CONCtUSION-

And

Conclusi-

on

Contusi-

on

!,

And thus ends the account of the operations ofof-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offmanCompany "D"DliD"liD'D""' ' " 16th inInfantry the Aisne-MarneAisneMarneMaineArne- Offensive.OffensiveOffensive.-

The

Offensi-
ve

.

The authora.uthor. feels tnatthatnat tnetiietinetiet e recital of the mistakes of thethe-

officers
the-

orizers
the-

officers
the-

orizers
the-

officers
the-

orizersofficers and men has been much more complete than that ofof-

their
o-

ther
of-

their
o-

ther
of-

their
o-

thertheir deeds of heroism and valor.valor. The autnorauthor feels thatthat-

their
ha-

tter
that-

their
ha-

tter
that-

their
ha-

ttertheir actions will always stand as a monument to thethe-

loyalty
th-

roaty
the-

loyalty
th-

roaty
the-

loyalty
th-

roatyloyalty and fortitude of the American Soldier.SoldierSoldier.A-

NALYSIS

Sol-
dier

Soldier.A-

NALYSIS

Sol-
dier

Soldier.A-

NALYSIS

Sol-
dier

.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISMSCRITICISMS-

The

Criticis-

msThe individual conduct of the officers and menmen-

of

Me-

nlo

men-

of

Me-

nlo

men-

of

Me-

nloof CompanyOompany "D"DliD"liD" " 16th Infantry , when analyzed in the coldcold-

light
cod-

dling

cold-

light
cod-

dling

cold-

light
cod-

dlinglight of technique , leaves much to be desired.desired. It isis-

believed

di-

sbelieved

is-

believed

di-

sbelieved

is-

believed

di-

sbelievedbelieved that tnethetine training and experience of tnisthisTunis rifleriflec-

ompany
rif-

fle
riflec-

ompany
rif-

fle
riflec-

ompany
rif-

flecompany waswaewade far superior to that of most such units whichwhiohwhich-

entered

whic-

hever
whioh-

ente'red

whioh-

entered

whi-
tener

which-

entered

whic-

heverenteredente'red' offensive combat for the first time during 1918.19181918-

.It

191-

8It

1918-

.It

191-

8It

1918-

.It

191-

8It

.

It is most likely , too , that should the United States ArmyArm-

yengage

Ar-
menia

Arm-

yengage

Ar-
menia

Arm-

yengage

Ar-
meniaengage in futurefutufut e war , no unit will enter its first offenoffen-offendoffen-

sive

offen-

sive

offen-

sive

¬-

siveskive engagement as well qualified to carry out combatcomba-

tmissions

comp-

etitions

comba-

tmissions

comp-

etitions

comba-

tmissions

comp-

etitionsmissions as was this company.companycompany.-

A

compan-

y

.

A great deal of the essential combatoombat trainingtraining-

of

trainin-
gof the'the' companyoompany was learned on the battlefield.battlefield. The mannermanner-

51-51-51- -
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in which machine gun nests might be reduced had formed aa-

very

a-

very

a-

veryvery minor part of their previous training.training. Battalion ,

regimentalregimregime ntalentail and? nd higher unit maneuvers occupied much of thethe-

training
eth-

erizing
the-

training
eth-

erizing
the-

training
eth-

erizingtraining, period ,) and , while tnesetrlesetriesetenseTyrolesetries couldouldGould= notnotnaveoctavenave11ave-nave- beenbeen-

neglected
b-

enne
been-

neglected
b-

enne
been-

neglected
b-

enneneglected , the training of the souadsquad , platoonpl , toonton and8.nd8nd. companycompa.nycompan-

yin

compa.n-

yin

companyi-

ng

.

in tactical exercises had been sadly neglected.neglected . TheTh-

eofficers

Th-

eorizers

Th-

eofficers

Th-

eorizers

Th-

eofficers

Th-

eorizersofficers and noncommissioned officers nadhadnada had littlelittleo-

pportunity
littleo-

pportunity
littleo-

pportunityopportunity to make decisions for their respective uniteunitsunite-

under

unint-

ended

units-

under

quie-

tude
units-

under

quie-

tudeunder assumed combat conditions.conditions. It v/asvaswas/ exceptional forfor-

such

fora-

smuch

for-

such

fora-

smuch

for-

such

fora-

smuchsuch a unituniZunit commander to exercise, commandcOlmnand of the nextnext-

higher

exc-

hanger

next-

higher

exc-

hanger

next-

higher

exc-

hangerhigher unit , even under drill conditions.conditions. Then came combat

- a large percentage of officers and noncommissionednonconnoncom issionedfission offioffi-offoffi-

cers

offi-

cers

offi-

cers

¬-

cersAcers were wounded in the early stages.stages. Privates first-classfirstclassfirstclassas-

sumed
firstclass-

ass
fistul-

as
firstclassas-

sumed

-

assumedass r.edred. commandcomma.nd. of souadssquadsscuadsscads ( and freauentlyfrequently platoons ) whichwhich-

they

wh-
ich

which-

they

wh-
ich

which-

they

wh-
ichthey had never commanded even in close order drill.drill. AllAll-

along

All-

aying

All-

along

All-

aying

All-

along

All-

ayingalong the upward scalesca.le. of unitsuniZuni ts nevne1'ne1nelnevinoel' and untrained leadersleaders-

stepped
lea-

ders
leaders-

stepped
lea-

ders
leaders-

stepped
lea-

dersstepped into commandcomma d and for the first time were recuiredrequiredrecurredrecuired-

to

required-

to

recurre-

d
require-

d
required-

to

require-

dto develop leadership under the most trying conditions.conditionsconditions-

.It

conditio-
ns

.

It is well known tnattnathatnatEtnat the last stagesstag'eastageastage' of combatcomba.tcomba-

tare

comb-

ater

comba.-

tare

comb-

ater

comba-

tare

comb-

ater

.

are by far the most exacting , yet herebereberet we find thethe-physicalthephysicalthephysical-

and

- physicalphysical-

and

physi-
caland mental state of the unit at its lowest ebb and most ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe leaders are new except for their battlefield training.trainingtraining-training.-

When

traini-
ng

training-

When

traini-
ng

training.-

When

traini-
ng

.-

When we consider the above conditions it is hard to explainexplain-

why

expla-

inwhy even more mistakes were not made.made. Too much creditcredit-

cannot

predic-

ament

credit-

cannot

predic-

ament

credit-

cannot

predic-

amentcannot be given to the noncommissioned officers and privatesprivates-

who

privat-
eswho , by their initiative , bravery , and tyaltyJaltymaltytattyJoltymalt}] , assumedassumedc-

ommand

assu-

med
assumed-

command

assu-

med
assumedc-

ommand

assu-

medcommand and led theirthelr menwen onward for five exhaustingexhau8 1ng"1ng1ng"daY1ngdaY
"

daysdaYda-

YIt

da-

vit

'
000/000
0-

00It
/,It is true that many grumbled atB.tBt,. the hardships and it waswas-

hard

wa-

shed

was-

hard

wa-

shed

was-

hard

wa-

shedhard for them to realize the necessity for the continuouscontinuous-

forward

contin-
uous

continuous-

forward

contin-
uous

continuous-

forward

contin-
uousforward push when the numbers in1n their ranks were so few.fewfew.-

52

few-

52

few.-

52

few-

52

.

-52-52- 52i1-

.Q

52i1-

Q
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JtenyMRnyManyJennyMary men became separatedse-par'--nitsepar'parnit-'separssears t eed. fromfror.frorfuror. ! the company , eithereithert-

hrough
eit-

her
eieithert-

hrough
eit-

her
theretherther-

through
hea-

rthrugthrough accident or design , yet in no case cid2idacidid I see anyany-

Hesitation
ma-

nifestation

any-

esite.tion
ma-

nifestation

an-
yhesitation

ma-

nifestationHesitationesite.tionesitetion: . whenv/henvhen/ the contenderconzaE'nderconzaEndercon r.r:. 'ndernderender' vaswasVI; .SS. rillingvillinCillinjrilingvillainIlioni : to lead themtl1em for-forfor-

vard
for-

ward

forr-

a.rd
for-

ward

forv-

.a.rd
for-

ward

-
vard\ra.rdra.rdv.a.rdWardreared\ .:. ?

. - even though they knew it meantrreantrecant: probableproba.ble. deatii.deatiieatil.eatilideationatiltdeatii.-

The

diato-
mite

deatii.-

Tile

debili-

ties

eatil.-

Ti"

eatil-

Ti

ati-
lt

.

TheTileTi"Ti"
, decisionecision of thetinet 1e hihignhigriWhighiringa cojur.nocojurnocorlrr.:3nclcorlrr.3nclcorlrr3nclconjurorCOlCole! :rrnc.rrncurn.!:? . to vit/.holdvit.holdtlholdwiti.holdwitiholdvitaholdathodydwithholdyi! /;.. thethe-

artillery
h-

eartily
the-

ertillery
st-

erile
the-

artillery
h-

eartilyartilleryertillery barrage and its reprisalre9risa1 fire from the enemyeneRene y untiluntil"-

HH

until-
HH

unt-
il

untilu-

H"
until-

uH
unt-

il
until"-

H"

until-

H
unt-

il"HHHHuH"uH"H"H" "" ' hour , met with'; i th the hearty 8Tprovrla.-lprovala.lprovalprovablea.a.-:)provprove l of tnethetine officers ofof-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offmanCompany "D"DI'D"ID"' D"D" . The advance to the junro-offjunrooffjump-offjumpjunTo-offjunTojunounTo- line was besetbeset-

with
be-

set
beset-

with
be-

set
beset-

with
be-

setwith enough difficulties , natural andB.ndBndBand. human , so thatthe.tthettheft. littlelittlet-

ime
littl-

est
littlet-

ime
littl-

est
littlet-

ime
littl-

esttime elapsed between our arrival and the jurrro-offjurrrooffjUffip-offjUffipjump-offjump- time.timetime-

.Lost

time-

liest

time.-

Most

inner-

most

time.-

Most

inner-

most

.

LostMost of the assault units procablyprobablyprovably vrouldouldwouldrouladeGould not have reachedreached-

the
reach-

edthe jump-offjumpoff- line by 4:35435: on July 18 had their advance beenbeen-

further
bee-

feater
been-

further
bee-

feater
been-

further
bee-

featerfurther hinderedlindered! by artillerya.rtillery. fire.firefiYfairyfiYT-
he

fait-
h

fire.-

The

frot-

hed

. ,

The decision of the company commandercoiiuiaxlderCOIHWCIO 3Ilder of CompanyCompany-

"D"

Compan-

yD

Company-

"Du

Compan-

yDu

Compa-

ny"D"D"DuDu" " to continue in the sector of the 26th InfantryInfa.ntry. andan-

dpartially

da-

daistically

an-

dpartially

da-

daistically

an-

dpartially

da-

daisticallypartially fill the 800 yard gap between the 16th and 26th26th-

Infantry

26th-

Infantry

26th-

InfantryInfantry was basicallyba.sically. sound.sound. A gap of this size betweenbetween-

brigades
bet-

ween
between-

brigades
bet-

ween
between-

brigades
bet-

weenbrigades might have proven disastrous had the front beenbeen-

normally

been-

normally

been-

normallynormally garrisoned ; and , as far as the commander of thisthis-

unit

th-
is

this-

unit

th-
is

this-

unit

th-
isunit was concerned , enemy reserves mightightbight have been encountencount-encounterencount-

ered

encount-

ered

encount-

ered

¬-

erederred at any moment.momentmoment.-

The

mom-

ent

moment.-

The

mom-

ent

.

The actionsa.ctioneactioneaction. of the company commander of thisthisc-

ompany

Chir-

omancy

thisc-

ompany

Chir-

omancy

thisc-

ompany

Chir-

omancycompany in requiring perfect lines to be kept during thosethose-

portions

ho-
tspot

those-

portions

ho-
tspot

those-

portions

ho-
tspotportions of the advance when the enemy was not in contact ,

except by long range machine gun and artillery fire , fol-folfoolfoll-

owed

folS-

OtU'

folS-

OtU

fo-
ols

fols-

ound
Ol-

son
-

SOtU'SOtUSOtSOt-
U'lowed

SOt-
Ulowed

Out-
lawed

soundsoun-
dlowed

sund-
owner

'
lowed troop leading methods.methods. The psychologicalpsyohological effect waswas-

as

was-

ps

was-

as

was-

ps

was-

as

was-

psas follows : the mental effort of the men to keep in alignalign-align-

mentwhile

alig-

nment
align-

men

align-

ment

align-

mentwhile

alig-

nment
¬-

mentwhilemeanwhilemen , . ileNile they were under heavy fire , and the secretsecreta-

musement

scr-
eams

secreta-

musement

scr-
eams

secreta-

musement

scr-
eamsamusement of the Individual1ndividualindividualo*_ at his leader'sleaders' idiosyncrasiesidiosyncrasies-

made

idiosyncra-

siesmade the element of personal danger of secondaryseoondary importanceimportanoe.importanoeimportance.importance-

The

importanoe.-

The

importance.-

The

importan-

ce

.

The actions of the individuals of the companiesoompanies ,

and the officersinofflcerslnofficeringofficersofficers , in taking no prisoners in the initialinitial-

53-53-53- 53-
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stagestages of combat is difficult to explain.explain. Such occurancesoccupanciesoccurances-

mitht
occupan-

cies
occurances-

might
occupan-

cies
occurances-

mi
accuraci-

esmithtmightmittmi jhtht be attributed to the dominance of animalanima.l. instinctinstinct-
under

insti-
nct

instinct-
under

insti-
nctunder thesethese'thesethese'conditionstheseconditions

/'

conditions , yet this battle action was characcharac-characidcharac-

terized
charac-

terized
charac-

terized
¬-

terizedtheorized by movement against machine guns rather than againstagainst-
personnel.

against-
personnel.

against-
personnel.personnel.personnel . The appearanceappeape ranceFrance of the individuals.ividualsividualsdividablein . servingserving' ' thesethese-
guns

the-
se

these-
guns

the-
se

these-
guns

the-
seguns was anything but savage.savagesa.vage.. , . There was a scattering ofof-

middleaged
of-

middleaged
of-

middleagedmiddle-agedmiddleaged- men and pink cneekedcheeked boys among, themthere ; yet thethe-

men

the-

me
the-

men

the-

me
the-

men

the-

memen of the company killed without the excitement of hand-handhan-

dtohand

lant-

hanide
han-

dtohand

lant-

hanide
han-

dtohand

lant-

hanide
-

to-handtohand- combat - killed , apparently , for the pleasureuleasure ofof-

killing.
of-

killing.
of-

killing.killing.killing.

The rifle fire of this company , esneciTennecoeSDecia11yespeciallyllyally duringuringTuringduring-

the
duri-

ng
uring-

the
urin-

atethe first fewfey; hours of assault was very ineffective.ineffective. AA-

variety

V-

ariety
A-

variety

V-

ariety
A-

variety

V-

arietyvariety of causes may be advancedadvance<:i to explain this ; the rangesranges-

estimated

ranges-

estimated

ranges-

estimatedestimated may have been greatly in error , due to inabilityinability-
to

inabilit-
yto calculate space under combat conditions , with thethe-

accuracy

the-

accuracy

the-

accuracyaccuracy of peace-timepeacetime- practice.practice. Many men failed to seteetetset-

their

se-

tter
eet-

their
et-

her
set-

their

se-

ttertheir eightssights properly and this may be laid directly toto-

combat

T-

acoma

to-

combat

T-

acoma

to-

combat

T-

acomacombat excitement.excitement. Finally , many men were observed firingfiring-

without
fir-ing
firing-

without
fir-ing
firing-

without
fir-ingwithout using their sights - jerking the trigger - oror-

shutting

re-

sulting
or-

shutting

re-

sulting
or-

shutting

re-

sultingshutting both eyes before pulling the trigger.trigger. The riflerifle-

fire
rifle-

bird

rifle-

f
rifl-

e

rifle-

fire
rifle-

birdfiref ire during trietlethetribetale! fourth andB.ndBndBand. fifth day'sdays' advanceadvance was in directdirect-

contrast
dire-

ction
direct-

contrast
dire-

ction
direct-

contrast
dire-

ctioncontrast to thattha.t. of the first day's.days' . RangesRa.nges. were shortershorter-

and

short-
er

shorter-

and

short-
er

shorter-

and

short-
erand the high-strunghighstrung- nerves had relaxed under fatiguefs.tiguefstigue. fromfrom-

several

from-

several

from-

severalseveral days of excitement.excitement. In addition , the combat waswa-

sessentially

ae-

sthetically

wa-

sessentially

ae-

sthetically

wa-

sessentially

ae-

stheticallyessentially personal during the last phases of the advance ,

and the men knew that their lives depended on who got inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe first well-aimedwellaimed- shot.shotshot.-

The

hot-

ter

shot.-

he

soot-

he

shot.-

The

hot-

ter

.

Thehe breakdown of the Medical Service , both inin-

respect

in-

trospect

in-

respect

in-

trospect

in-

respect

in-

trospectrespect to first aid assistance and evacuation , placedplaced-

additional

placed-

additional

placed-

additionaladditional responsibility on the companyoompany commander.commander. TheThe-

medical

He-

rmetical

The-

medioal

He-

mmed

The-

medical

He-

rmetical
:

.

.I.I

. medicalmedioalmedial trainingtrain1ng of the company commander of this unit ,
k

fl
11fl

11

, although above average , was inadequate in many cases wherewhere-

54

wher-

eI.

where-

in

:
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men had lost limbs and bandages had to be imDrovisedimprovised fromfrom-

undershirts
fo-

unders
from-

undershirts
fo-

unders
from-

undershirts
fo-

undersundershirts andan6 the like.like. The construction of emergencyemergenc-

ylitters
emerg-

ency
emergenc-

ylitters
emerg-

ency
emergenc-

ylitters
emerg-

encylitters and splints anda.nd.and.. . the applicationa.pplication. of the latter fellfell-

to
fe-

lt
fell-

to
fe-

lt
fell-

to
fe-

ltto this company commander duringdurindurian the numerous halts in thethe-

advance.

he-

adache

the-

advanc

hea-

dache

the-

a.dv

thr-

eadadvance.advanceadvancadvance.radvancera.dvadv. ancbance/e/e .
r

The unfamiliarity of this company commanderconwander withwith-

tanks

with-

stands

with-

tanks

with-

stands

with-

tanks

with-

standstanks and combined Infantry - Tank tactics resulted in thesethese-

valuable

these-

valuable

these-

valuablevaluable aids being used only to a partialartia.1artia1!) . extent of theirtheir-

capabilities.

their-

capabilities.

their-

capabilities.
.

capabilities.capabilities . The ignorance of the captain commandingmdndingmendingco thethe-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstainbattalion on July 19th of the appearance of friendly tankstanks-

resulted

tanks-

resulted

tanks-

resultedresulted in a disgraceful route and the shakingshakinshaking of the moralemorale-

of

mora-

leof the entire battalion.battalionbattalion.-

The

battali-
on

.

The German defense of the first three days waswa-

scharacterized

wa-

soharacterized

wa-

scharacterizedcharacterizedoharacterized by echelonedechelon machine guns.guns. The method of thethe-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopiancompany commander , ande.ndend. later Colonel Craig , in reducingre .ucingucingicing. thesethese-

defense

tee-
pees

these-

defense

tee-
pees

these-

defense

tee-
peesdefense groups by patrols was correct in that the patrolspatrolsa-

ccomplished

patrolsa-

ccomplished

patrolsa-

ccomplishedaccomplished as much as the entire company could have done ,

and with much smaller number of casualties.casualtiescasualties.l-

it.

casualties.-

Lt.

casualti-
es

.

lit.litLt.Lt. Ool.Ool001.001Col.ColCool. Craig was justifiedasjustified, as battalion commander ,

in personally leading patrols because it raised the morale ofof-

a

so-

faa shaken unit.unit. During the first day'sdays' advance , when CompanyCompanyn-

Dw

Company-

"D"

Compan-

yD

Compa-

nynDw"D"Dnw" " was acting alone , combat patrols were commanded by nonnon-non-

commissioned

non-

oommissioned

non-

commissioned

non-

commissioned

¬-

commissionedoommissioned officers , rather than by the company officers.officersofficers.-

This

offic-
ers

officers.-

This

offic-
ers

officers.-

This

offic-
ers

.

This is believed to have been the correct action as thethe-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

oompany

the-

osophy

the-

company

Et-

hiopiancompanyoompany was well under control and all officers were neededneeded-

in

need-

edin the conductoonduct of the attack of the company as a whole.wholewhole-

.It

who-

le

whol-

e.It'is

who-

leItis

wh-
ole

.

ItIt'isItisIts' is interesting to study the panic and routeroute-

of

rou-

teof the company and battalionbatta.lion. on July 19thl th , when the FrenchFrenohFrench-

tanks

Frenc-

hman

Frenoh-

tanks

Green-

shank

French-

tanks

Frenc-

hmantanks were mistaken for enemy tanks.tanks. CompanyOompany liD"liD"D"D" Dn" held itsits-

position

dis-

position

its-

position

dis-

position

its-

position

dis-

positionposition until units in the rear began running away fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe front.front. The movement , starting in the centeroenterenter of thethe-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

batta110n

the-

battalion

te-

arstainbattalionbatta110n positionsweptpos1tionsweptpositionsposition , swept all in the rear into a fleeing mob.mobmob-

.55

mob-

55

mob-

.55

mob-

55

mob-

55
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The eightsightsigh--sigh-sighofsighof hundreds of men runningrunning"," endanden tnethetine awesomeawesome-

words

awes-
ome

awesome-

words

awes-
ome

awesome-

words

awes-
omewords "GermanGerman"Germa.n" . Tanks"Tanks" passingpa.ssinpassinpassim. ;' alonga.long. the line , besides shellsshells-

exploding

shells-

ex

shel-
ls

shells-

explodingexplodingex lodingloading ajidandaida d bullets cracking overheadoverhead"," pulled everyone intointo-

the

inst-

ate
into-

the

inst-

ate
into-

the

inst-

atethe current of this stream and made them insensible to reasonreason-

and

reaso-
ned

reason-

and

reaso-
ned

reason-

and

reaso-
nedand deaf to commands.commandscommanCommand s.s. The knowledge that the battalion waswa-

spowerless

as-

phodels
wa-

spowerless

as-

phodels
wa-

spowerless

as-

phodelspowerless against tanks probably9robably' played a majorma.jorma.ma. or part'qartqartquart', in thethe-

ouick

he-

roic
the-

quick

the-

atric

the-

quick

the-

atricouickquick change of high-spiritedhighspirited- veterans into frightened mob-mobmob-

members.

mo-

mmies

mob-

members.

mo-

mmies

mob-

members.

mo-

mmies

-

members.members . Officers who are in advanced positions when aa-

unit

u-

nit
a-

uni

al-

umni

a-

unit

u-

nitunituniZunit breaks into panic area.re,. powerless to check it.it. If theythey-

remain

ther-

mion

theyr-

ema.1n

they-

rema1n

they-

remain

ther-

mionremainrema.1nrema1n. in one position their sphere of influence is veryveTyveTvery-

limited
ber-

yllium
veT-

ylimited

very-

limited
ber-

ylliumlimited ; if they attempt to run to either flank or to thethe-

rear

the-

reat

the-

rear

the-

reat

the-

rear

the-

reatrear - such running seems to indicatein0icatein-IicateinIicateImitate(
- to the men , who havehave-

held

hav-

ened

have-

held

hav-

enedheld fast so farfar"," tnatthatnat the officer is joining in the routeroute-

and

prot-

ean

route-

and

prot-

ean

route-

and

prot-

eanand they too are engulfed in the movement.movement . A I'roupIroup'rouproupcroup:' in rearrear-

of

re-
ar

rear-

of

re-
ar

rear-

of

re-
arof such a retreat are usuallyusua.lly. not actuatedaotuated by the mob feelfeel-feel-

ing

feel-

ing

feel-

ing

¬-

ingKing of the fleeing bandband"band," andtndendtend can readily check such a movemove-move-

ment

move-

ment

move-

ment

¬-

mentmeant by formingfofor ng a line upon which the unit can be rallied.ralliedrallied.-

A

rallie-
d

.

>.//AA/ A diet of hardbreadharbored , coldcold. . cannedca.nned. beef , and waterwater-

is

wateri-

shis far superiorBuperior to nothing at all , yet a steady diet of thisthis-

type

thi-
rsty

this-

type"

this-

type
thi-

rsty
this-

type

thi-

rstytypetype"," over aa.. period of five daysdays"," will not keep men inin-

proper

im-

proper

in-

proper

im-

proper

in-

proper

im-

properproper physical shape.shape. The tension of days of combatcomba-

tinterferes

com-

batant
comba-

tinterferes

com-

batant
comba-

tinterferes

com-

batantinterferes with digestion and the same unpalatable food ,

eaten meal afteraftexlatex meal , soon loses all appeal - but is chewedchewed-

up

chew-

edup and swallowed to allay the empty feeling around one'sonesone's-

waist

ones-

waist

new-

scast

one's-

waist

ones-

waist

new-

scast

one's-

waist

ones-

waist

new-

scast

'

waist l1ne/l1neline/lineline./line.linelineil-

l

lineall-

y

/. /The liaison between the artillery and front lineline-

troops

inte-

rlopes

line-

troops

inte-

rlopes

line-

troops

inte-

rlopestroops was uniformly poor throughout the five day'sdays' fighting.fightingfighting.-

One

fighti-
ng

.

One artillery observer spent about three hours with thethe-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstainbattalion and then left.left. Several hours after his departuredeparture-

the

departu-

reI the AmericanAmerioan barrage fell several hundred yards to our rearrear-

and

rear-

ed

rear-

and

rear-

ed

rear-

and

rear-

ed
ill

:

t -

and passed directlydireotly over our position.position. Apparently thethe-

forward

th-

eocrat

the-

forward

th-

eocrat

the-

forward

th-

eocrat
.

!

.

\ forward observation posts were not close enough to thethe-

56

the-

56

the-

56
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front to see the targetst3.rgetst3rgets. which were beingbeinliBillie fired at , asa.sas-

repeated

as-

severated

a.-

srepeated

as-

severated

as-

repeated

as-

severated

.

repeated "shorts"shortsIIshorts"IIshortsDisports" " were not corrected.corrected. There was a generalgeneral-

lack

gene-
ral

general-

lack

gene-
ral

general-

lack

gene-
rallack of confidence among tnetrietinetribet e front line troops in our ownow-

nartillery
co-

nvertible

ow-

nartillery.

ow-

nartillery.artilleryartillery.,. This feelingfee11n nadnada developeddevelo-oeddevelooeddevelopdevelodevelop - ed during our trench-trenchtrench-

warfare

tren-
cher

trench-

wp.rfare
tre-

nch
trench-

warfare

tren-
cher

-

warfarewp.rfarewprfare. operations becausebecauoe of several unfortunateunfortunte incidents./incidents.incidentsincidents.-

and

incide-
nts

incidentincident-

and

incide-
nt

incidentsincidentsa-
nd

inciden-
ts

.,/
and no effort had been made to let the manma.n. in the assaultassault-

wave

assa-
ult

assault-

wave

assa-
ult

assault-

wave

assa-
ultwave know tnattfiatthatnatfiat tnethetine artillery was primarily interested inin-

assisting

in-

sisting
in-

assisting

in-

sisting
in-

assisting

in-

sistingassisting him in his advance.advance. Most of tnetilethetine men , and manymany-

of

ma-
ny

many-

of

ma-
ny

many-

of

ma-
nyof the officers , viewed taet e artillery as an allied arm ,

such aeas the Air Service , which had an indeoendentindegendentindependent mission.missionmission.-

True

mission-

aries

mission.-

True

mission-

aries

mission.-

True

mission-

aries

.

True , all knewkne"w" thptthgtthatthug our artilleryal'til1eryaltil1ery, ' had a mission of helpinghelping-

the

helpi-
ngthe advance of the Division , as a whole , but there was nono-

feeling

un-

feeling

no-

feeling

un-

feeling

no-

feeling

un-

feelingfeeling ; thattha.t. the gun crews were trying to nelpnoel the individialindlvidtallndividiallindividualindividuallyindividiald-

oughboy
indiv-

idual
indlvidtald-

oughboy

lndividialld-

oughboydoughboy in the front line.line. ( Note : This lack of cooperationcooperation-

and

cooperati-
onand mutual appreciation was entirely remedied by the splensplen-spleensplen-

did

splen-

did.

splen-

did

splen-

did.

splen-

did

¬--

did-diddid.didsupportdisport-. support given by our artillery in later engagements.engagements . )

The moral effect of having; a bayonet fixed onon-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

ontethe rifle and ready to use , and the confidence of thethe-

individual

the-

indivi

H-

eidi
the-

individualindividualindiviindicia ualdual in his ability to use it against any German ,

played a big part in the willingness of thetile assault lineline-

to

linn-

et

line-

to

linn-

et

line-

to

linn-

etto close with German troops.troops. The bayonet was used atat-

various

a-

viaries

at-

various

a-

viaries

at-

various

a-

viariesvarious times tnroughoutthroughout the operation , yet the writerwriter-

has

writ-
er

writer-

has

writ-
er

writer-

has

writ-
erhas yet to unearth a single combat incident of bayonetbayonet-

use

bayon-

etsuse in which an aimed shot would not have been surer ofof-

results

co-

rselets

of-

results

co-

rselets

of-

results

co-

rseletsresults and oio less danger to the individual.individualindividual.-

The

individ-
ual

individual-

.activitY

indivi-
dual

.

The activity of salvage details in collectingcollectinga-

rms

collecti-
ngarms and equipment before the wounded were removed fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe battlefieldbattlefbattle eldgeld is not creditable , either to the agencyagenc-

yinitiating

agenc-

yinitiating

agenc-

yinitiatinginitiating such work , or to the details which used soeos-

olittle

s-

litter

e-

olittle

b-

elittle

s-

olittle

s-

litterlittle judgment when such conditions were apparent.apparent . TheTh-

estory

H-

ester

Th-

estory

H-

ester

Th-

estory

H-

esterstory of the activities of these salvage details waswa-

srepeated

ass-

everated

wa-

srepeated

ass-

everated

wa-

srepeated

ass-

everatedrepeated and the facts enlarged upon with the result thatthat-

57

that-

57

that-
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many individuals came to believe tnattreatnat the higherhi :her headhee.d-hee.dhead-heedhead-

quarters
hee.-

dquarters

head-

quarters
head-

ouarters
head-

quarters
. ¬-

quartersouarters valuedva.lued. eouipraenteouipmf.nteouipmfnteouipmentequipment.
: morewore tnanthannan human lives.lives. TheTh-

eeffect

Th-

erefore

Th-

eeffect

Th-

erefore

Th-

eeffect

Th-

ereforeeffect of such tales on morale is not hard to imagine.imagineimagine.-

The

imagi-
ne

.

The tales which drifted to tnethetine frontfro t lines , ofof-

men

o-

men

of-

men

o-

men

of-

men

o-

menmen lyinlying TimerewnerewhereTimerwere tneytheytannery fell - remainingremaininfrem inininn , tthere:: ere t ., rough the hothot-

days

hol-

idays

hot-

days

hol-

idays

hot-

days

hol-

idaysdays anda.ndend. cold nightsnifhts; witnoutthoutwithouttoutwi food , vaterv.'aterwatervaster:.' , or rtlErtEmedicaldicaldial attenatten-attendatten-

tion
atten-

tion
atten-

tion
¬-

tionion , and perhaps , worst of alla.ll. , being alone andend helplessllelplesssleeplesshelplesst-

hrough
help-

less
llelpless-

through

helplesst-

hrough
help-

lessthrough pain-filledpainfilled- uoursDourshoursyoursOurs - certainly did not inspire menmen-

to

men-

tor

men-

to

men-

tor

men-

to

men-

torto expose themselvestliemselvestelesalestllemseltullesvesYves to similarsimilal'similalsimilarly ' fates.fatesfat es.es. T.ieTieTile. individualindividual-

soldier
indivi-

duals
ininc ividualividualvidaldividableividual-

soldier

vidual-

soldiersoldier cannot be expected to disregarddisrega1o.disrega1o.isrealisrealisrael. [:; a.a. tuesethesetuest 6se .ctb'-r1.ctbr1.ctb'ctbr1tb._
-: =' .rr-. :,: , uglyugly-

facts
sulf-

ates
ugly-

facts
sulf-

ates
ugly-

facts
sulf-

atesfacts , becausebecause some link in tnetilethetine higher eadquarters.eadquarter8eadquarter8headquarters. is notnot-

functioning

no-

nfunctioning

not-

functioning

no-

nfunctioning

not-

functioning

no-

nfunctioningfunctioning properly.properly. As soon as the individual soldiersoldier-

arrives
sol-

dier
soldier-

a.rrives
sol-

dier
soldier-

arrives
sol-

dierarrivesa.rrives. ata.t. the belief that his officers - all the way up toto-

and

to-

ad
to-

and

to-

ad
to-

and

to-

adand including the division commander - are no longerlon-erlonerlonger-

interested

song-

writers
lonGe-

rinterested

song-

writers
loneri-

nterested
glob-

etrotters
-

interested in whether he , personally , is hungry or not ,

whether his roundedwounded comrades areere v.orthvorthorthcorthforthNorthcloth. caring for , tnenthenteentnen-

does

tren-

diest

then-

does

ten-

ders

then-

does

ten-

dersdoes his sense of loyalty to uisilisirisLuisWillis nihigherher command die andand-

his

Gan-

dhi

and-

his

Gan-

dhi

and-

his

Gan-

dhihis fighting spirit take wingsWings.Wings.-

The

Win-
gs

wings.-

The

win-
gs

.

The survivingsurvivin[ ' members of CompanyCompa.ny. "D"DliD"liD'D""" ' " were aa-

silent

s-

ilent
a-

silent

s-

ilent
a-

silent

s-

ilentsilent lot.lot. Any glamour of war , which mightmi ht have beenbeen-

present
be-

epers
been-

present
be-

epers
been-

present
be-

eperspresent , hadhe.dhedheed. been dispelled by theirt1eirtfteirfatter! experiences.experiences. TheyThey-

were

He-

wer

They-

were

He-

wer

They-

were

He-

werwere distrustful of all thosethosethose who were in ecuelonseCl1elonsMelonsechelonsec ofof-

command

H-

offman

of-

command

H-

offman

of-

command

H-

offmancommand in rearreaI'reaIregain ' of actual combat areas.areas. And the reasonreason-reason-

able

reason-

able

reason-

able

¬-

able nessneesknees of such a feeling can only be understood byby-

those

bat-

hhouse

by-

those

bat-

hhouse

by-

those

bat-

hhousethose who underwent similar physical exhaustion and thethe-

ensuing

te-

nsing
the-

ensuing

te-

nsing
the-

ensuing

te-

nsingensuing mental depression of mortal combatcombat.combat.-

LESSONS

comfor-

tlessness

combat.-

tE8SONS

combat-

tE8SONS

*.

LESSONStE8SONSLESSONS-

The

Lesso-

ns

tE8SONS-

TheThe lessons to be learned from this companycompan-

yoperation

com-
pany

compan-

yoperation

com-
pany

compan-

yoperation

com-
panyoperation area.re. mainly those dealing with troop leading.leadingleading-

.It

leadin-

g
.

It is true that most , if not all , of the "recognizedrecognized"recognize-

dprinciples

recognized-

principles

recog-
nized

"recognize-

dprinciples

recognized-

principles

recog-
nized

"recognize-

dprinciples

recognized-

principles

recog-
nized

"

principles of war11war"war" were illustratedillustre.tedillustreted. , either by theirtheir-
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observanceobserv':1nceobserv1nce.':... or viol-violvie'vieviolionvioloonviolin'_ .JJ.,
-:,, , ion-;! Onoon , yetVE'tVEtfret,,

' tx.ctxct.eteti-le-tiletxtilesucoectelescopeo\o. ._-: \;;.
- successesBUCc'tBUCctBucketsuccessesncisuccessesBUCBCsucoecstuccoed. v\v,.... .

\
:

'
.:

"

. (
" "

"\c't--c'tct\

.. .e-eend' _-::-
J.J
'.
-
)

,

".-ncinci- . .,

Ynd. .:. d frilu.csfrilucsiluf'csilufcsfrolicslucksfrilu.cs-
of

frolic-
s

i"if..".' ',':-
'' iluf'cs-

of

ilufcs-

of

luck-
s

... l..cslcscs.
u.uu-

.of

.
.

... .'

of this"this" company verev..erewereverge
.

. influenced more bybit the elementele.lentelelentrlerile :mntmint. ? ofof-

troop

ou-

tcrop

of-

troop

ou-

tcrop

of-

troop

ou-

tcroptroop leading than by any other.other. CompanyCorpany: , nlrloonlL1.toonlL1toonnlC.UoonnlCUoonMellonancon. andand-

squad

a-
nds

and-

squad

a-
nds

and-

squad

a-
ndssquad cor.iwnCerscoriwnCerscoinersCOcomm.comm{.'lJlJ' .: . ' ; ncncerscerosers , in the great majorityajority! : ;: ofof cseccC2Ccosec[ : , .

.
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i
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i
:" c1c-

1tit+".

.
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, eireil.eilemirNeilC 11J.1J
,

-J.J.
-

.
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;: . .1.1.1. issiuruissuer.
.t't. '.", Cd 1

.

0
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J.J
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H ' : : nij.rCnijrCnoirf f i :_ 1.
r.r(. l( , urUl"Ulor" t.weECtweECtweed..eteetePete.. :.f'E.fE.

' . (; missions werevvtrevivrer, ere so apparentapparent-

that

appar-
ent

app trenttrent-

that

trenc-

hantthat no necessity for resolvingresolvin them into their tacticaltactical-

possibilities
tactical-

possibi11

tactical-

possibilitiespossibilitiespossibi11 ties was rcauircairnrcqrcrcauired.rcauiredcairned:.iTed.iTedcited. d.d. The principlespriJciplespri-nciplesprinciplesprignipples!
- of waxwar'warwear ' mayway bebe-

used

be-

mused

be-

used

be-

mused

be-

used

be-

musedused as a basisba is for discussion of certain tactical , troop-trooptroop-

Ieadin0

troop-

le8clin

troop-

leadin
tro-

oped
-

Ieadin0le8clinleadinleading , and psychological incidents-incidentsincidenteincidentincidentsandincidents- , and several i.illiillv.illvillillvilla. bebe-

discussed

b-

ellicose

be-

discussed

b-

ellicose

be-

discussed

b-

ellicosediscussed unaerunder therethese clarifications.clarificationsclarifications.MO-

VEMENT

clarifica-
tions

clcla.eclaeClare,88,. . iiicG.tions.iiicGtionsic0.tionsic0tionsiiicG.tions.M-

OVEMmT

if . .

MOVEMENTMOVEMmTVEMENTAVERMENTMMi0

Tactically , tnerethereTerre weieweJ.'eweJewe--eweewee-,. '- no outstandingoutstanding' ' exanpleeexamplesexampleexanplee-

of

examples-

of

examp-

le

exampl-

esof the violation or observance of this piincipje.piincipjeprinciple.principlePrincipepiincipje.-

In

principle.-

In

Princip-
e

princip-
le

.

In the troop-leadintroopleadintroop-leadinsleadinstroop-leadin"leadin"leadingpleadings- " aspects ectsect , movement , as appliedpliedapplied-

to

applie-

d
aapplied-

to

applie-

d
plied-

to

plie-

dto aa.. unituniZunit , meansmea.ns. aa.. certain loss10s8 of controlcon troltroll JYby'::y the companycompany-

commander.

comp-

anionate

company-

COlrJ'flender.

company-

COlrJflender

compan-

yconrender.

comp-

anionedcommander.commanderCOlrJ'flender.COlrJflenderconrender.conrendercontender' . The companycormany commandercorruiiendercorrigenda murtmartmUfmuffmu--.tm-u.-t-.? t control nisllishisanisAllis fourfour-

platoons

form-

ulations

fou-

rpltoons

fur-

longs
four-

platoons

form-

ulationsplatoonspltoons:: , tr.routrroutrouttr..roULtrroULtroublet ..;.rout.rout.
.

.u''ll,' t.eireirt..eirteiremirtier. . .... leaders and cannotcennot nopehope to exorciseeXE'rciseeXErciseexorcise-

direct

exorc-
ised

eXE'rcis-

edirect

eXErcis-

edirect

exerc-
ised

exercise-

direct

exerc-
ised

'

direct control over aa.. deployed companycornDanyConan whilewb1le it is underunder-

fire.

unde-

rlie
under-

fire.

unde-

rlie
under-

fire.

unde-

rliefire.fire. Direction is difficult to maintain on terrain suchsuch-

as

such-

a.8

such-

a8

schw-

asasa.8a8. the SoissonsOrisons area , where much of the advance was overover-

broad

over-

board

over-

broad.

over-

board, broadbroad. . fields of wheat.wheat. The company commander must physicallyphysically-

lead

physica-
lly

!

I lead the advance to be reasonably sure that major errors areare-

not

ard-

ent

are-

not

ard-

ent

are-

not

ard-

entnot being madema.de. and , too often , he finds tnatthatnat direction.irectionirection. isis-

still

in-

still
is-

still

in-

still
is-

still

in-

stillstill not maintained.maintainedmaintained.-

Movement

maint-
ained
maintained.-

Movement

maint-
ained
maintained.-

Movement

maint-
ained

.

Movement , applied to individuals , will quitequite-

frequently

quite-

frequently

quite-

frequentlyfrequently afford a tense and apprehensive man a physicalphysical-

means

physi-

calmeans to "letlet" off steam"steam"." . Personal danger is readily forfor-for-

gotten

for-

gotten

for-

gotten

¬-

gotten if the man is required to perform heavy labor.labor. WhenWhen-

an

Wh-

enan individual is inactive and shells are exploding near himhim-

he

chi-

me

him-

he

chi-

me

him-

he

chi-

mehe cannot push back the recurring waves of fear ; he crouchescrouches-

and

crouch-

esand waits , and battle is an unending series of "waits"waits" " ,

while the soldier Is unoccupied.unoccupiedunoocupied.unoocupiedunoccupied.-

59

unoccupied-

59

unoocupied.-

59

unoocupied-

59

unoccupied.-

59.

.
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OBJECTIVE

The idea of riacuinl'c8cuin-l'c8cuinlc8cuin.acIiinacIiinracingalcidinel'c8cuin"tllelc8cuintller' .
-: .

"tiie"tlletlletietulle companycOnI.nnycOnInnycofloanycannycolony.
!) objectiveobjob ectiveactive waswa-

sfirmly

wa-

sfirmly

wa-

sfirmlyfirmly fixed in the minesmir..cmircmicr.. : s of the entireentiI'eentiIeentities' companycoLTpany and, tniethistietnie-

was

tide-

way

this-

was

th-
is

this-

was

th-
iswas often rememberedremer.L10el"edremer.L10eledremerL10eled.

" atz.tzt. , the expense of cooperatingcoopexating withwith-

neighboring

wiwith-

neighboring
thth-

nei'hboring

th-

neihboring
h-

onchoingneighboringnei'hboringneihboring[ ' units.unitsuniZuni ts.ts. The acceptance of the idea of thethe-

objective
th-

eoretic
the-

objective
th-

eoretic
the-

objective
th-

eoreticobjective v.asvastastabs. as due , orimarilynrimarilyprimarily , to the desire of the men toto-

Get

R-

oget

to-

Get

R-

oget

to-

get

R-

ogetGet tnethetine allotedallotted job done as cuicklyGu1cklyquickly csasE possiblepOEeible , ancnda.ndandbanc. theythey-

soon

Hen-

son
they-

soon

Hen-

son
they-

soon

Hen-

sonsoon realized tnatthatnat by so doingdo1n , tneytheytannery stood a betterDetterDeter chancechance-

of

chan-
ceof living.living. Divisional , and other objectives , aeanmeanpaeanm an littlelittle-
to

little-
stto the soldier , for nehe seldomseldo knows tnatthattreatnat the halting placeplace-

of

place-

bo

place-

of

place-

boof the company is an objective , unless Leheh e has been toldtold-

that
to-

ld
told-

that
to-

ld
told-

that
to-

ldthat when a certain line is reached nehe will be tnroughthroughtroughtnrough-

for

through-

for
trou-

gh
throu-

gh
t roughrough-

for

rou-
ghfor the day , or for the engagement.engagementengagement.-

SIMPLICITY

engag-
ements

engagement.-

SIMPLICITY

engag-
ements

engagement-

.SIPLICITY

engag-
ements

.

SIMPLICITYSIPLICITYIMPLICITLY

Most enlisted men , and officers too , cannotcannotr-

emember

ca-
nnot

cannotr-

emember

ca-
nnot

cannotr-

emember

ca-
nnotremember and execute any but a very simple order rhenhenwhen in acac-

tual

ac-acac-

tual

ac-

tual

¬-

tualTuvalu contact with an enemy force , or with enemy fire.fire. AA-

complicated

C-

omplicated

A-

complicated

C-

omplicated

A-

complicated

C-

omplicatedcomplicated plan for capturing a machine gun nest willwill-
i

will-
f

wil-
l

will-

probably

will-

probably
if! ,

probably fail because someone is almost sure to forgetfore et partpart-

of

pa-
rtof the instructions when actually under fire.fire. Plans wnichwhichwinchwnich-

are

winc-

her

which-

are

whi-

ch
which-

are

whi-

chare models of simplicity and which give groups or individindivid-individualindivid-

uals

individ-

uals

individ-

uals

¬-

ualsduals a concise and definite mission frequently fail forfor-

various

vo-

racious

for-

various

vo-

racious

for-

various

vo-

raciousvarious reasons , but the liability of failure is greatlygreatlgreatly-

decreased

gre-
atly

greatl-

decreased

greatly-

decreased

gre-
atlydecreased when simplicity of plan and orders is observed.observedobserved.L-

OYALTY

obse-
rved

observed.L-

OYALTY

obse-
rved

observed.L-

OYALTY

obse-
rved

.

LOYALTY

The commanderscomms.nd.erscommsnders. . of regiments and higher unitsunits-

cannot

un-

its
units-

cannot

un-

its
units-

cannot

un-

its .cannot be.be expected to tninkthink of death and pain when commitcomm1commit-commi-

tting

commi-

tting

t-tt-
ting

t-

ing

¬-

ting troops to action.actionact1Qn.act1Qn. They realizea11zer thptthstthathast combat willwill-

result

wi-

llies
will-

result

wi-

llies
will-

result

wi-

lliesresult in the partialpartiRl or total wrecking of a complexcomplex-

human

com-
plex

complex-

human

com-
plex

complex-

human

com-
plexhuman machinemaohine , assembled through countless hours of drilldrilla-

nd

drill-

ed

drilla-

nd

drill-

ed

drilla-

nd

drill-

edand they must experience sadness at the necessityneoessity for thisthiethiefthisd-

amage.

thied-

amage.

thisd-

amage.damage.damage. The commandersoommanders , referred to above , know thethe-

60

the-

60

the-

60-60-60- 60-

OBJECTIVE

-

.
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'.
It

II-

external

E-

xternal

II ..

external appearance of tnethetine fiAntingfit'htingfithtingfightingfAintingfitting:;

' machinemechine , but do notnot-

always

mot-

orways

not-

alvays

ou-

tplays

not-

always

mot-

orwaysalwaysalvays: realize tnattllatthatnattollgate its componentcom onentanent parts are individualsindiHindi victuals -

all cast in different mental andand. . physical moulds - eacheach-

having

ach-

ieving

each-

having

ach-

ieving

each-

having

ach-

ievinghaving an individual reaction to battle-fieldbattlefield- stimuli.stimulistimuli.-

These

stimu-
lates

stimuli.-

These

stimu-
lates

stimuli.-

These

stimu-
lates

.

These , as well as all commanderscomma.nders. , shouldshoul realize t/jattjattbatatbattjat-

morale

jam-

boree

ttbat-

morale

bal-

morals

/:jatatjat-

morale

ja-

mboreemorale and loyalty are not inexhaustible , anda.nan. ._ taatt.'as.ttastthattattaste.

'

. theti1ethe-

destruction

thu-

nderstruck

ti1-

edestruction

the-

destruction

thu-

nderstruckdestruction of these forces seriously impairsimpeirs the fightingfightingp-

ower
fight-

ing
fightingp-

ower
fight-

ing
fightingp-

ower
fight-

ingpower of the entire command.command . The officer who understandserstandserrandsunderstands-

the

understan-

ds
un erstands-

the

Westla-

ndthe fears of the newest privatepriva.te. , who knows how he isis-

affected

di-

saffected

is-

affected

di-

saffected

is-

affected

di-

saffectedaffected by hunger , thirst and fatigue , vhowhoho;ho knows that thethe-

private

he-

rniated

the-

private

he-

rniated

the-

private

he-

rniatedprivate soldier is not fig/tingfigtingf1gfig /,:t1ngsting for glory but is merelymerely-

doing

mer-
ely

merely-

doing

mer-
ely

merely-

doing

mer-
elydoing what he is told to do as best he can - that officerofficer-

will
offi-

cer
officer-

will
offi-

cer
officer-

will
offi-

cerwill know how much the soldier nasalasnabs to give.give. And thethe-

soldier

thr-

eshold

the-

soldier

thr-

eshold

the-

soldier

thr-

esholdsoldier , knowing he is understood , will gladly give allall-

he

all-

ey

all-

he

all-

ey

all-

he

all-

eyhe has - even his life.life. Such is Loyalty.LoyaltyLoyalty.-

0

Loyalty-

0

Loya-

lty.o00

Loya-

ltyo00

.

-o-o-O-o-o-o-00-o-0-0-o0- - 0 - 0 - 0o-o-o- 0-00-

I

0-
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QUESTIONSQVESTI01fSGUETIOGUEST, $ , S OFor, THE OPERATIONSOPERATICN2OPERATICIffZ'OPERATICIffZOperatic' CFOF CO liD"liD"D"D" D " 16th.LL. I, INFANTRYINFAINFRA :'TRYTRY' ININ"IN-

THE

IN-

TEC

IN"-

THE

IN-

THE

IN-

TEC

IN-

THE

IN-

TEC

"

THE AISNE-MARNEAISNEMARNESNTE-MARNESNTEISSNARNESANTEEAI - OFFENSIVE

1.11 . Co.Co. liD"liD"D"D" D " 16th Infantry was a ppertrt of the :

(1)1( ) Second U.U. S.S. Division
(2)2( 2)2) First U.U. S.S. Division
(3)3( 3)3) Fourth U.S.USU.U. S.S. Division
(4)4(44( ) Tnird.TnirdThird.ThirdTired. U.U. S.S. Division.Division. Answer 22-

to2.2. The march ofo f Co "DDliD"liD"D"D" " 16th InfantryInfantry-

departure
Infa-ntry

to the initial line ofof-

departure

of-

departuredeparture was characterized by :

(1)1( ) Heavy enemy siellingel11ngellingsellingbellingS 'ii;'

(2)2( 2)2) Aerial bombardmentbomba.rdment.

(3)3( 3)3) Congested.Congested
.

roads

(4)4( ) Enemy rifle fire.fire. Answer 3

3.3. The initial stages of the advance on the first day werewer-

echaracterized

wer-

eoharacterized

wer-

echaracterizedcharacterizedoharacterized by :

(1)1( ) loseLoss of direction
(2)2( ) Enemy tank operations

(3)3( ) Enemy counterattacks.counterattackscounterattaoks.counterattaoks . Answer 11-

The4.4. The characteristic form of German defense tn1nto thisthis-

operation

this-

operation

this-

operationoperation was :

(1)1( ) EchelonedEchelon machine guns

(2)2( ) Highly organized trenches

(3)3( ) Tanks

(4)4( ) Massed Infantry counterattacks.counterattackscounterattaoks.counterattaoks . Answer 1

5.56.6. The Missey-aux-BoisMisseyauxBoisKissey-aux-BoisKisseyMissyKiss- - ravine :

(1)1( ) Contained several large streams

(2)2( ) Was a shallow and wide depression

Co00 "D"D"" " on the 5th day(3)3( ) WfliBWI.SWISWeeFlubIS. passed through by

(4)4( ) Had strong machine gun defenses.defenses. Answer ., 4.44-

.62

4 .

.66.
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6.6. The general terrain featuresfea.tures. overov.ovov."i.? !, unichn-nichnnichMunichniche\"i"ii\"
- iohoh Co "E"Eflrlt"D"Dflirt" " operated were :

(1)1( ) A successionsuocession of riversrivers-

Rolling
riv-

ers(2)2( ) Rolling wheat fields
,4)A

(3)3( ) High mountainsmountains-

Dense

mountain-

sides(4)4( 4)4) Dense woods.woods. Answer 2

7.7. The entire advance of Co "D"DliD"liD" " 16th Infantry was characterizedcheracterized layby :

(1)1( ) No movement out of the regimental zone of action
(2)2( ) Movement through several regimental zoneszo es of action
(3)3( ) Taking of objectives under cover of darkness

(4)4( ) Frequent use of smoke as a screening agent.agent.

Answer 22-

The8.8. The operations of Co00 "D11D11tlD"tlD"D"Dtold" " 16th InfantryInf'8ntryInf8ntry' were hamperedha.mpered. by :

(1)1( ) Lack of ammunition

(2)2( ) LackLa.ck. of food and water

(3)3( ) Lackr.a.ckrack. . of trench mortarmorta.r. shells
(4)4( ) LackLaokLao of 37-mm37mm- shells.shells. Answer 32

9.9. .TheThe. operations of tfodoChotoChoc "D11D11"D"D" " 16th Infantry were materiallyma.terially. assistedassisted-

by

assiste-

dby ::

(1)1( ) French'renohrenohreno' ca.valrycavalryca . alryalary

(2)2( ) American cavalry

(3)3( ) Armored cars

(4)4( ) French tanks.tanks. Answer 4

10.10. The outstanding lesson to bece learned from taistilisthistailstills operation is :

(1)1( ) Application of the Principle of Mass

(2)2( ) All menme.nmen
.

should be taught to readrea.d. militarymi1i tarytarry, maps

(3)3( ) Troop leadership is the major problem of thethe-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopiancompany commanderoommander

(4)4( ) Scouting and patrolling are essential featuresfeatures-

of

featur-
esof offensive combat.combate. Answer 33-

63

3-

63

3-
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